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PREFACE. 

^XXyL O S T of the following Letters 
"^ ^ were wrote by a Gentlewo- 

man. Her ftyle is eafy, and 
elegant : I think not unlike, 
and equal to the late reve- 
rend Mr. Hervey. The matter of them 
is excellent, and I know very few, though 
multitudes have been publifhed, that are 
to be comparM with them. At the time 
of her writing thefe Letters, I may prc- 
fume, it was far from her thoughts that they 
would ever appear in public ; and were it 
left now to herlclf, I fuppofe, her exceeding 
great modefty would prevent the world 
from profiting by them. 

What is very extraordinary in this Lady^ 
fhe writes all her Letters, let them be ever 
fo long, fair at once without the advantage, 
of a rough Draught 5 and withal fo correft^ 
that when fhe has finiihcd them, they need 
little or no amendment ; and as free as if 
fhe was writing frqm a copy* 

A. 2 ^SAs.^ 
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PREFACE. 

^X^^ O S T of the following Letters 
were wrote by a Gentlewo- 
man. Her ftyle is eafy, and 
» .^ ^ elegant: I think not unlike, 
^^^^ and equal to the late reve- 
rend Mr. Hervey. The matter of them 
is excellent, and I know very few, though 
multitudes have been publifhed, that are 
to be compar'd with them. At the time 
of her writing thefe Letters, I may pre- 
fume, it was far from her thoughts that they 
would ever appear in public ; and were it 
left now to heplclf, I fuppofe, her exceeding 
great modefty would prevent the world 
from profiting by them.. 

What is very extraordinary in this Lady^ 
fhe writes all her Letters, let them be ever 
fo long, fair at once without the advantage, 
of a rough Draught 5 and withal fo correft^ 
that when fhe has finiihcd them> they ne^d 
httle or no amendment •, and 2cs^ ix^^ ^^ ^^ 
Ac W2S writing frqm » copy* 

A 2 VVw.^ 



4 PREFACE. 

Her friends cannot but admire the beau* 
ty of her language, the fpirit of devo- 
tion, the juftnefs of fentiments, and pro- 
digious depth of Divinity that run through 
all her Letters ; though fhe has too mean 
an opinion of herfelf to imagine that any 
thing excellent or worthy public notice can 
proceed from her. However, be that as it 
will, the Reader fliall judge for himfelf ; 
and if he's religioufly difpos*d, I doubt not, 
but that he will be as much edified as agree- 
ably cntertain'd. 

As the Lady is ftill living, and the book 
will fall probably into her hands, the Edi- 
tor is conftrained to check his pen, left in 
faying too much in commendation of her 
performances, he fliouW offend her whom he 
very highly efteems, and fhould feemto flat- 
ter, which is very far from his intention •, 
tho' he could wiiTi. to have the liberty of fay- 
ing fomething of her charafter, which istru- 
]y an amiable one, and worthy of all herfcx,. 
both young and old, to copy after. — All 
her Letters are fubfcribed, M. L. 

A few of thefe Letters were alfo wrote 
by a Clergyman of extraordinary piety, who 

has 



PREFACE. 5 

has been and is ftill a faithful labourer in 
the Lord's vineyard* 

All the reft, except a few, were wrote 
by a finccre Chrlftian, who has had no 
other advantage of education, I bclicvei 
than that of Reading,. Writings and per- 
haps a little Arithmetic ; yet riotwithftand- 
ing this he is well inftruftcd, in the things 
of God, and I know not any one that is 
more fo. He feems indeed to be one of 
the head fcholars in Chrlft's fchool, and i 
imagine, but few have arrived to that mca- 
fure of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift 
as he. If the Reader is acquainted with 
himfclf, and experiences any degree of the 
Love of God, he wiJl perhaps in reading 
the Letters fign'd G, C. be of my opinion. 

Whether the Reader be awakened or 
uniwakened, converted or not converted,, 
labouring under temptations or going on 
rejoicing, may the Lordfanflify tncfeLet- 
ters to him y for th?re*i3' that in one or the 
other of them which h fuitable to every 
condition. In fome there is good whole- 
fome food for flie Children of God, by 
which they may be nourifi^ed 'till they 
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come to be perfcd Men in Chrift Jefus, 
complete, wanting nothing. In others is a 
Cordial for the Faint, a Staff for the Lame, 
and abundant confolations for thofe under 
temptations ; oil and wine,, and balm for 
the healing of thofe who are wounded, and 
a hammer to break in pieces the obftinatc 
and obdurate heart. The Lord grant that 
nil who read them may underftand and re- 
ceive all that benefit from them which they 
certainly may if they will but firft implore 
the divine aid 5 and that the fpirit o£ God 
may apply to the heart of every Reader 
what is written agreeable to his mind, to 
their eternal falvation, is the fervent prayer 
of 

The EDITOIL 
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ERRATA. 

]N Page 24, Line 17, for Revelations read 
Revelation. Page 33, Line 9, [upwards"] 
for No dearjijier read No my dear Jijfer. Page 
35, Line 9, for ejieemed \t2A that I ejieemed.. 
In the fame Line, for offered read have offered. 
Pagers, Line 13, (or unworthly xt2A unworthy* 
Page 67, Line i, for convined read convinced* 
Page III, for 1767, read 1768. Page 161, dele 
Dear Sister. Page 199, Line 22, for/« read 
fin. Page 205, Line 20, for will read wilt* 
Page 212, Line 23, for work read works. Page 
220, Line 9, for lujl read lajh. Page 222, Line 
2, for backpiding read hackjlidings. Page 224, 
Line i, the Quotation Marks which follow 
believes ikould come after ability in the third 
Line j and after ability there fliould be a Comma 
inftead of a Period. 



rs^ Thefe Letters are fold in London 
by Mr. Robert Windsor, Haberdafher, 
in King'Slreef, Lillle Tower Hill ; George 
Xlark, at Bangor Houfe^ behind St. An- 
drew's Church, Holborn-y and at Mrs. 
Footit's Wifie Vaults in Great Rujel- 
Streefy Bloomjbury. 
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SPIRITUAL LETTERS, &V, 

To Mifs L. H. 
Dear Miss, , 

J^"^ Am encouraged to the liberty I am 

C5^ about to fake, by the obliging free- 
I 1 dom with which you fpoke of the 
gl ftate of your mind, at Mr. G.'s 
^^^M^^ in your late iilnefs ; and which, to- 
gether with your ferious enquiry 
into fome particular points of Mr. Wesley's 
docSirine, has made me to hope, that you will 
make an impartial fearch into this important 
matter : and I have fince earneftly pray'd, that 
when and where-ever you find the Pearl of 
great Price, you may be enabled to purchafe it* 
Dr. Young had a clear conception of what the 
Lord required of us in exchange for that eternal 
happinefs which he is ever willing to beftow on 
aU who will receive it : When overwhelmed with 
a deep fenfe of divine goodnefs, he breaks out 
into thcfe words : 

" O I Wherefore is the Deity To kind, 
** Aftonifliing beyond Aftonilhment ! 
*« Hcav'n our Reward — ^for Heav'n eiijoV4 
below/' 
Herein we difcern the goodnefs of God in mak- 
ing Faith the condition of fal ration, as he ab- 
folutcly does,, Mark xvi» j6, H^ww V^ ^"^^ 



( & ) 

**. FIc that belie veth and is hipt'».zed, fball be 
^ ftved^ and he that believcth not fhall be damn- 
** ed," Now the Vthh that is here fpoken of, 
is, that which to every paiticular foul evidences, 
ihitChrift hath loycd rne, and given himfelf for 
noe, and this produces Love, as it is exprefs'd 
in the 4th Chap, of the lA Epiftlc of St. Jehn^ 
and 19th V. '^ We love him becauft? he firft 
*« loved us ;" and as is faid in the i6th Verf^^of 
the fame Chapter, ^' He that dwelleth in Lcve, 
" dwelleth in God, and God in him." Thus 
has infinite wifdom made happlnefs the only way 
to happinefs ; and yet it is a narrow way, the 
way of holincfs, and will admit of no turning 
afide. 

Now the religion which the Methodists 
profcfs, wi:hout a multiplicity of v/ords, (which 
only tends to puxzle the enquirer) may be thus 
explained : 1 hat in order to attain cvcrlafling 
life, wc muft firft know ourfclves to be loft helplefs 
finncrs, both originally and aftually, and turn 
to God by true repentance ; after which we muft 
receive the knowledge of falvation by the rc- 
miffion of our fins, an J then prefs forward after 
holinefs, which is the mark of our high calling 
in Chrift Jcfus. And all this is not tfFefted by 
our own flrcngth; for of ourfelves. we are not 
fufficient fo much as to think a good thought ; it- 
is only by the power an^ grace of the holy fpirit 
of God, which our Saviour alKires us in the nth 
chapter of St. Luhy and the 13th verfe, he 
will no more with- hold from thofe who pray for 
it, than an earthly parent would deny any neccA 
fery gift from his child when afidd fcr iu 

... I 
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I have made free to fcleft and ofF«r to ypur 
confideration, a few among many, other textl. 
of Scripture, which, to my apprehcnfion, in- 
conteftibly prove thefe divine truths; and as the. 
great day of our Lord hafteneth apace, aadoui. 
lives upon earth are as a fhadow, fo foon they, 
pafs away, and we are gone, I truft the weigh* 
tinefs of this concern will plead my excufe, wha 
am, with the utmoft fincerity and refpe<a>' 

Dear Miss, 

Your affc£Hoiiatc humble ftrvantj 

M, L. 

PROOFS of the Necessity and 
Duty of REPENTANCE. 

Ifaiahl^. 6. CEEK yethe Lordwhitehe 
•^ \J may be found, caii.yeu|>oa 

him while he is near. 

Ifa» Ixiv. 6. But we are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteoufncfs is as fiUijy rags, 
and we all do fade as^ a leaf; and our iniquities like 
the wind have taken us away. Hofea xii. 6. 
Therefore turn thou to thy God : keep mercy 
and judgment, and vi-'ait on thy God continually. 

Hofea xiii. 9. O lOacl !. thou haft deftroycd 
thyfcif ; but in me is thy help. 

Matt. iv. 17. From that time Jcfus began to 
preach, and to fay, repent y for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. 

Matt. V. 4. Bleffcd arc they that mourn^ for 
ibey fhall be comforted. 



\.uV« 
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Luke xiii. 3. Except yc repent, ye Ciall all 
likewire perifli. 

j£fs ii. 38. Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jefus Chrift for the re- 
miffion of fins, and ye fhal! receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghoft. 

JSis iii. 19. Repent yc therefore, and be con- 
verted. 



PROMISES of PARDON. 

J * i". 5' J[ out thy tranfgrcirions for mine 
own fake, and will not remember thy ftns. 

y^r, xxxi. 34. And they fhall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man hb 
brotncr, faying, Know the Lord : for they fhall 
til know me from the lead of them unto the 
greateft of them, faith the Lord ; for I will fbr- 

i^ive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
in no more. 

Hyfea viii. 7. Ifrael fhall cry unto me, My 
God wc know thee. 

j4mos iii. 3. Can two walk together except 
they be agreed ? 

Jobnul 3. Vcfily, verily I fay unto thee, 
except a man be born again, he cannot fee the 
kingdom of God. 

2?«w. viii. 75. Vov ye have not received the 
fpirit of bondage ?j^aln to fear ; but ye have re- 
ceived the fpirit of ac'option, whereby we cry 
Abba Father. 
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V. i6. The fpirit itfelf beareth witnefs with 
our fpirit, that we arc the children of God. 

St. John's iftEpiftlc, i. g. If weconfefsour 
fins, he is faithful and juft to forgive us our fms, 
and to cleanfe us from aJ-I unrighteoufnefs. 

ii. 12. I write unto you, little children, be- 
caufc your fins are forgiven you for his name's 
fake, 

V. 13. Thefe things have I written unto you 
that believe on the name of the Son of God ; 
that ye may know that yc have eternal life i and 
that ye may believe on the name of the Son of 
God, 

EXHORTATIONS to HOLINESS. 

Matt V ^8 12 ^ ye therefore pcrfeft, even as 

ven is pcrfedl. 

Cor. 2 Ep. vii, i. Having therefore thefe pro- 
mifes, dearly beloved, let us cleanfe ourfelves 
from all iilthinefs of the flejfh and fpirit> per- 
fefting holinefs in the fear of God. 

Heb» xil. 14. Follow peace with all men> 
and holinefs, without which no man ihall fee 
the Lord. 

1 Pet. u 15. But as he which called you is 
holy, fo be ve holy in all manner of converfati* 
on. 16 V. iBecaufe it is written, be yc holy, for 
I am holy. 

2 Pet. iii. 14. Wherefore beloved, feeing that 
ye look for fuch things, be diligent, that ye may 
be found of him in peace, without (pot, and 
Wamclefs. 
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To . Mifs L. H. 

Dfi AR MlS5, 

THE apprehenfion of having occafioned 
you uneafincfs by my writing, really gave 
me no fmall pain,'notwithfiaiiding I watt clear in 
the motive which urged me thereto ; which was 
no other than a tender regard for a foul which I 
know my Saviour bought with fo great a price, 
and an earneft defire, if poffibly I could, to fur- 
ther fuch an one in coming to the enjoyment of 
his free love. And believe me, dear Mifs, no- 
thing elfe fliouid have prevailed on me to have 
taken a liberty which on any Icfs occafion I 
ihoufd myfclf have condemn'd as impertinent. 

You do me the honour to defire my ppinion . 
of your prefent ftatc, which I muft own differs 
in many points from what I have ever heard or 
read concerning thofc who have had a work of 
grade on their fouls ; as inoft have at the very 
beginning thereof found a diftafte for every world- 
ly delight ; and fome have gone almoft to an un- 
ncccffary contrary extreme. Neither do I think it 
agreeable to the law and the teftimony, I mean 
that fure guide, the unernng word gof God, which 
affures us if we will be the difciples of the holy 
Jefus, we muft take up our crofs and follow 
him. And in another Scripture we are cxprcf^ly 
told, that ** He hath left us an example that we 
*« (hould walk in his ftcps." Let us then im- 
partially confider the whole tenor of his life, and 
compare it with our own i and though it may 

be 
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be ari^ucd, that wc cannot be peiTc£l even as he 
was peifcdV, yet finely wc mufl be convinced, 
that in many ihftances we might more cxadtly 
copy that divine pattern than wcdo. What can 
be more contrary than to be a pcrfon of pleafure 
and gaiety, and yet to expe£l union and cemmu- 
nion with him who was a man of forrows and 
acquainted with griefs. God forbid that I fhould 
in the lead difcourage any one in the purfuit of 
h.ippinefs ; I am furc I am far from fuch a de- 
figii. I only mean to point out thofc things that 
I think muft neceflarily prove hindrances to this 
great end of our being ; and if any fentiments I % 
have declared be contradidory to the word of 
God, I fliould be truly forry, and fmccrely beg 
pardon for having fo freely enforced it. Give 
me leave, dear MMs, to add, as concerning your- 
felf, that I do believe the Lord is at this gracious 
feafon, tendering the offers of grace and life 
through his Son j for I can by no means think, 
that thofe feelings you fpeak of (particu- 
larly that confidence in prayer) are any thing 
lefs than the drawings of God, and the invalu- 
able tokens of his willingnefs to beftow farllJlV 
bleflings upon you : And I greatly rejoice in yolJt 
determination of fcarching the facrcd Scriptujet, 
well knowing, that they '(together with the enligh- 
tening fpirit of God, which you muft not fail to 
pray for when you read) areCuflicient to make you 
wife to eternal falvation, without any other help ; 
and that you may know the way clearly, and 
purfae it fteadily, Ihall be the conftant prayer of. 

Dear Miss, 
Your much obliged humble fervant, 

M. I.. 
B Y>^tv^ 
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DfiAR Miss, 
Can't exprefs how much I thougV.t myfclf 



I 



__ obliged by your affable recepii m of my 
note ; and though I would not too frequenily 
trouble you, yet I fhould have exprefs'J my gra- 
titude, and have aflurM you of thercciecy of it 
fooncr, had I not accidentally heard, that y«>ii 
were for fome time abfcnt from home. 1 w.is io 
careful that my writing fliould not he mMitiuncd, 
as to conceal it even from Mr. G. nor did iVIi^s 
H. who was then here, know any thing of my 
defign. 

Your judgment of my opinion, in regard to 
the plcafures of this world, is quite riglu ; nor 
can I help flittering myfelf, that a caicfu! peru- 
falofthe Scriptures, together witha deep medita- 
tion on the nature of that fweetnefs, rtful in 5 
from a ferious attention to religion which you have 
already fj It, and which is only the firi't drawings 
of the love of God, will at length work in y )u 
a clear convidlion of that truth alfo. Permit me, 
dear Mifs, to aflc you, if you could not in thofe 
happy moments, look with an holy contempt on 
all the v.:nities of life, feeling In your own foul 
a capabiliry of more folid and fublime delights. 

I hope you will pardon the freedom I am flill 
bold to take, in enquiring if when prefcnt at the 
late concert, you felt any fatisfadion equal to 
tliat before mentioned ? or if you really tliink, 
that when you enjoy thofe pleafu res in a flill high- 
er dfgree, and that conftantly without interrup- 
tion, you could be prevailed upon to frequent a 

pla:ej 
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place, which would then be as contrary to the 
(lirpofition of your foul, as darkncfs to the light r 
]^ut peihaps you may objcft, that you are not 
yet arrived to that happy Itate : To which I an- 
Jvvcr, that as the Chriltian's way is narrow, fo 
is the entrance into it ftrait, and thofe things 
which we cannot delight in when wc love God, 
wc ihould not allow ourfelves in while we arc 
keking io to do; cfpecially, as fuch a conduft 
njiill needs be a great impediment. I believe 
liie reading of the 55ih chapter of Ifaiab might 
Ijc grcaily blcfs'd to you, as that in fome mealurp 
pv»ijits out the fniall value of what w^ are. too 
much inclinM to labour af:cr, and the fubflanfial 
lijppiiiLfs which God is ever willing to beftow 
uj)on us. You will obfcrve in the rxiHi vcrfe, 
tliiit wc are exiiorted to come and buy thofe blcf- 
iingr, and ycl It is without money and without 
l^.rice j whereby is clearly fhewn, i]i;it what God 
icqitiics us to give up is in itf^^lf ot no worih, 
liiat 11 is Icfi, than nochiiigin cuiiip^iiiroji of uluc 
we Iball receive in exchange. 'J'hat the Lord 
niajr teach you his divine will, and ftrcngthen you 
amidfl every oppofition to obey it, fhall be the 
continued prayer of, 

Dear Miss, 

Your much obliged humble fcrvant, 

M. L, 
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Dear Madam, 

ISiiould have been more explicit in my an- 
fwer to your laft note, had I not an oppor- 
tunity of recommending to your perufal Dr. 
Guise on that fubjcdl; but as you might not 
have found leifure to have read that author, and 
having perceived from a late converfation, (what 
before I could hardly have credited,) that ihofe 
who doubt of the divinity of our blcfled Lord, 
prokfs to believe the fcripturcs, and even to prove 
their aflertions from thence. I now take the li- 
berty to offer to your ferious meditation fume 
texts (amongft many others that might be coU 
lefted) which I thmk convincing to the moft 
dubious mind, and undeniable proofs of this fo in- 
tercfting, and much difputed point. And firft, 
in the 7th chapter of Ifaiak^ and 14th verfe, it 
is foretold, that a Virgin fhould conceive and hear 
a Sofi^ andjhould call his Name lmmanuel\ and 
St. Matthexv^ in the firft chapter of his gofpel, 
and the 22d and 23d verfes, having firft related 
the particular occurrences of our SaviourV birth, 
fays, Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled 
which was fpoken of the Lord by the Prophtt^ fay- 
ing^ Eehold a Virgin /hall be with Childy and Jhall 
bring forth a Son^ and they Jhall call his Name^ 
Im?nnnueU which being interpreted^ is^ God ivith 
us. In the fame prophet, and at the 9th chap- 
ter, and 6th verfe, are thefc words. For unto us 
a Child it born^ unto us a Son is given \ and the 
Government Jhall be upon his Shoulder ; and his 
Name /hall be called fVanderfuly Counfrllor^ the 
Alighty God^ the Everlajiing Father^ the Prince cf 
Peace. Could fuch titles fuit a Being lefs than 
B2 «od? 
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Gutl ? And in the 13th of T.cchariah^ and ycifj 
7 h, It is laid, Awake O f word cgainjimy fiieplerd^ 
and agalnjl the man thai is my fellow^ f^ith tie 
Lord of HoJis\ Smite thejhepberj, and the Jljeep 
fpall befcaitend, 'I'hat this referred to our Saviour 
we read in the 26th chapter an i 31ft verfc of St. 
Alatt. \n which the fulfilment of that prciphccy 
is recorded. Nor can words be more expieft 
than thofe of St. John's, chap. i. i. In the hs- 
ginning was the TVoi dy and the JVord was luith 
Cod, and the Word was God. ^ Vcrfc 3d, AU 
tJnngs were made by him^ and Without him was not 
ii'iy thing made th.it ivas made. And St. Paul in 
I he 3d chap, of his cpiftles to the Hebrews dc- 
( lares, tliat he tvhicfj built all things is God, But 
to return to St. John's gofpcl, chap. i. 4. In 
L'm was /*,/>, and the .ife was the light of men, 
Vcrfe 9. II. Tfjat was the true lights which 
Hg-jieih cvery man that cometh into the "if. or Id. He 
f. <7j in the ivorli, and the zvorld was made by 
him^ and toe ivorld knew him not. He came unta 
his ojun^ and his oivn received him not. And he 
iiinilLlf fays ia die io:h chap, and 30th verfe, / 
a.id my Fc^ther are one, I believe it is allowed by 
ail, inat God only is omniprcfent, and that 
Chiift wa?, is proved from his own words in the 
3d chap, of bt. John, and the 13th verfc, And no 
m m hath afceuded up to heaven^ hut he that came ' 
dnvn from he^tven, even the Son of Alan zviA h is 
in heaven. In ti.e 5th of St. JcLn, and 23 J 
ver(e, we read, thit all menjh'iuld honour the Sc/n, 
even as they honour the Father j he that honour eth mt 
the Son^ honcureth not the Father which hcithfer.t him. 
In St. Paul's epiftle to the PhiUppians, t;hap. ii. 
and verfc 6, Jl^% being in the form ofGjd, thought 
it n9t robbery tfi be equal with God. Colofll'i.\>*-k 
B 3 ' '?>^v;^^ 
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'* fciiptures, for in them yc think ye have.eter- 
** iial life, and tiiey arc they which teftify ofme." 
Some have alledged, that one part of fcripture 
frequently contradk^s another; but the^ have 
not been able to prove this by one finglc text :; 
And I muA beg leave to affirm, that it is a mifiake 
arlfi.ig from a too fuperficial perufal of thofe fa- 
cred pages ; which, if ftudied with humility, di- 
ligence, and prayer, would ap^war beautifully 
connedle 1 throughout. There is a deep fenfe in 
that declaration of St. Paul*s^ i Cor, xii. 3. 
** Wherefore I give you to undcrftand, that no 
" man fpeaking by the fpiiit of God, callcth 
** Jefus accurfed ; and that no man can fav that 
*' Jefus is the Lotd, but by the Holy Ghoft.'* 
That is, I btlieve that no man has fo deep a know- 
ledge of ihe divinity of Jefus Chrift, as he, who 
being awakened trom the dead flcrp of fin, is 
cither carncilly fccking, or has already attained 
an interell in his moft- precious blood; for fuch 
an one net only Ices but feels that nothing fhort 
of an infinite ranfom could have atoned fur his 
fins committed againfl: infinite jufHce ; ani who 
but th« Almighty could have laid down fuch a 
janfom ! No, had there boen love enough in the 
breaft of an arch-angel to have inclined him to 
fuch a taflc, he would have fallen very fliort of 
pov/er to have performed it. 

May the bleffcd Jefus t^« ^rue and living 
God, favingly convince you of his almighty pow- 
er, by workii.g in your heart fuch a happy and 
necenary change, as none but Omnipotence can 
' efFefl: : I fay neceflary, becaufe he himfelf aflur©« 
us, that except we are Born again, we cannoe 
fee his heavcr.ly kingdom. £t. y-ff^^ iii. 3» 

And 
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Aed St. Pauly in his epiflle to the Hebrews^ xii. 
14. fays, that ^^ without holinefs, no man can 
** fee the Lord." That God is able to create 
usaiicw, we read in the !> 2, 3« 4, 5, and 6 verfts 
of the 1 8th of Jeremiah^ and that he is as willing, 
we are told in the 18th of Ezek. where God de- 
clares ** he has no pleafure in the death of hina 
« that dicth." 

I truft the importance of the fubjeft will, in 
fome meafure, pkad my excufe for troubling you 
with fo long an epiftle ; for, believe mc, dear 
Madam, I wifli your prcfcnt and eternal happi- 
nefs, and am. 

Your aiFedionate humble fervant, 

M. L. 



@: 



Dear Madam, 

I Believe it will be allowed one of the greatcft 
fatisfaflions a generous mind experiences, is 
that which refults from opportunities of doing 
z&s of kindnefs and obligingnefs to others ; and 
as I really believe yours to befuch, I flatter my- 
fclf that you will not refufe, even mc this onelaft 
favour that I take tlie liberty to beg before I leave 
jfniigua, which is, that you will excufe my free- 
dom in once more reminding you of the things 
that belong to your peace. Indeed I do not at- 
tempt to mention a matter of fuch vaft impor- 
tance without a dtep fenfe of my own infufficl- 
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cffcy, but am engpuraged to this duty from a con- 
vidtion that God is able to work by the meaneft 
inftruments, and out of the mouths of bahcs and 
fucklings to per fed his praife. And O ! that you 
would forget the prejudicing terms of Metho- 
dist, and be intent on this alone, that you, that 
every < hild of man are by the unalterahie de- 
cree of nature's law, born to die, that your foul 
is immortal, and therefore all its cwnccrns wor- 
thy your highefl regard. 

You dear Madam, undoubtedly b.Tuve that 
there is one fijprcmc Being, by wh^.m oil wor.lJs 
were made, and are fufravntd ; a God to whom 
all hereafter nuft render their accou;U^, and be 
puniflicd or rcwaidtd, according to tl.c deeds 
done in the body ; you muft cor.r.qucr.tly fup- 
pofe him to be infinitely p-rftul ; if v^herwifc, it 
would be far more ratic/nnl :o iniagine there 
was none ; for WciS he at all defi;<3ive, he could not 
be God ; even our reafoi), v/eak and depraved as 
it is, teaches us thus much ; for v/e find the mo- 
nitor within conveying to the minds of children 
and of the mofl unthinking and illiterate mortals, 
an idea that God is good. And then, O ! let 
reafon, and let confcience anfwer ; can there be 
any thing more intercfting to an immortal fpirit, 
tlien to infure the favour, and avoid the difplea- 
fure of fuch an excellent, fuch an all-poweiful 
Jjcing ! But alas I how krjcvv we to obtain the 
one, or toefctpe the o:her, if he has given us no 
diiedion ? And how fhall we reconcile with in- 
finite guodnefs his having left us to wander in 
fuch a peiplcxing uncertainty : Or, does it 
confifl: with julticc to t:y ui» by a law v/hich was 
never delivered, and to cxpcci our obedience to 

hiv 
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his will'iho' never revealed to us. This does not 
come up lo the crmmon rules of juflice pra^iifed 
even by poor fallcii cre.itiire man, and fhajl in- 
f^uite love c^cprefs hkU in cruelry and tyranny, 
or rather, fliall not the judge of all the earth do 
ri^lii ? Surely he does do light : Surely he will 
ii.iiiificr true judgmtnt ui:t(^ all mankind; but 
if.rre hi-vc imagined ihcir rtrJi.n a fufllicient rule ; 
tho' if duly confidcred, I believe it will ;ippcar 
tl.iit this dees not vindicate diviiie juflice ; fiting 
all have not an equal fhare of un. erflanding, 
and that even the wifeft often err in thiir judg- 
ment with regard to m-lcers of far left confcquencc, 
the affairs of th'S life ; a fuiHcient proof that the 
mofl cnlightcntd minds have need of divine gui- 
dance. 

So that in order to form right conceptions cf 
God, we cannot but conclujc tl^at he has given 
ub laws* for the regulating of our corduiSl in this 
life, upon the due obfcrv.ince or breaking of 
which depends our eternal ha- pincfs cr woe. It 
next concerns us v here we m. y find this heaven- 
ly guide, on what botjk we muy mofl reasonably 
fix as mod worthy of God to dictate, and of us 
to receive and pradiice. And fujely wx ought lo 
incline to th.U whofc rules if follcwtd, will be 
iTA ff perft<£livc of our nature, and what in this 
rJjxcf can fland in competition with the bible f 
maijy things may be faid in proof of its authori- 
ty, fuch as the purity of its precepts, tlie fubli- 
nii;y of its flile, join'd with the piainnefs of cx- 
prcfiion, (which I believe never was, or will be 
CQuuird by any human wriiinors,) its wonderful 
prefeivatii/n for fo many ages amongfl fuch in- 
vcte^itc enemies, and its being as a fouiU\vv\^\Q>\xv 
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whence ^ other religious books in every age 
have, as fo many fprings or rivulets, iflued forth, 
though too many, to the perverflon and obfcu- 
ration of the facred text : But notwithftanding 
thefe, and many other confiderations in it's fa- 
vour, it cannot be the word of God, nor ought 
it to be received, or believed as fuch, if Jefus 
is not the Chrift, or if there is any other name 
given under heaven whereby mankind may be 
faved 'y or if he is not God over all, equal with 
the Father, and bleflTed for ever ; if he has not 
all power in heaven and in earth ; and in a word, 
if he is not the Maker of our frame, the Redeem- 
er of our fouls, and the fource and fountain of 
our happinefs and life: for this is clearly taught 
from the firft of Genefis, to the laft of Rtveia- 
iions. And it would be moft abfurd to fuppofe 
that the God of all power could not have preferv- 
ed his truths from fuch a mixture of falfhood and 
error ; and to fuppofe that he could but would 
not, v/ould flill be derogating from his juftice. 

O Madam ! Is it poffible that you can any 
longer be contented to live in uncertainty with 
regard to your moftinterefting concerns ! Would 
you if at a great diflance from your native home, 
travel on with chcarfulnefs in an uncertain road ! 
In fuch a cafe, how gladly would you receive, 
and how punSually obferve the diredlions you 
fhould meet with in the way ! How highly would 
you cfpecially prize a well drawn map of the 
parts you were to pafs through ! And how re- 
viving would it be to your weary fpirits, to know 
affuredly, that you were in the right path, and 
every day approaching nearer to your defircd reft ! 

Such 
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Such is the Kituation of our immortal fouls. Wo 
arc travelling through time to aneii^iUGi eternity. 
Happy were it for us, it we did indeed corifiJ,jr 
ourfelves as ftrangers and pilgrims upon earth, 
and as thofe that have no abiding city here, furcly 
we (hould then no longer be amufed with the dc- 
lufive plcafurcs of this mortal life, or deprefl un- 
der it's momentary care, but with the utmoft ala- 
crity purfue our way to that kingdom that cannot 
be moved, to that city that hath foundations, 
whofe builder and maker is God. But I may 
venture to affirm that wc (hall never be reckoned 
with that happy number, nor ever attain thereun- 
to except we follow the direAfons given us in the 
holy fcriptures. Thefe are indeed an cxz& map 
of our journey to the land of Canaan^ to the hea- 
venly jerufalem, 

O ! how am I concerned, when I fee any child 
of man whofe eternal happinefs I know to be 
depending, difputing the truth of the fcriptures, 
and that chiefly becaufe they declare the eternal 
power and godhead of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
If fuch did but confider the depth of Adarns fall, 
and of all mankind in him, they would then be 
convinced that noiu: but the arm omnipotent 
could raifc them up, and reindate them in the 
fevour of God, To a foul thus enli^iueneJ, 
thus humbli^ and awakened, death would be ^iir 
more welcome than a confirmation of the fcep* 
.tic's creed. Kor if Chrift were not Almighty, he 
would not be an alUfufHcient Saviour tor u 
whofe total depravation needa a thv^rougW chan^ie; 
or as the fcripturc exprefles it, a being born a- 
gain, being created a-new, which no lefs iKaii 
the power that firft created us, could poliibly cf- 
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fcft. To tnis knowledge of ourfelvcs (without 
which we (hall never enter into life) the fcripcure 
leads us. We arc therein informed that we were 
originally made in the divine likenefs ; a work 
worthy of our God, without blemiih or defed j 
that we were ftampt with his image, which con- 
fifts of righteoufnefs and true holinefs i that 
as a confequent of this we enjoy'd his favour, 
which is better, far better than the life itfelF ; 
both which privileges we loft by our iirft parent's 
rebellion, and muft recover again, if ever we 
hope to be eternally blefled and happy in the king- 
dom of God. But it alfo informs us, that we are 
by nature not only finful but helplefs, and no 
more able to atone for paft offences, or to change 
our own hearts, than we were to give ourfclves a 
being when we had none. In fhort, the wonder- 
ful and great method ufed for our redempuon. fets 
forth in the cleareft light, the depth and danger 
•f our fall ; for not the higheft arch- angel c^uld 
have wrought the mighty work, but the Lord 
Jcfus ; the greatjchovah undertook our defp irate 
caufe, and hath fully accomplifhed that for us, 
which we could not ; he hath made a full perfect 
and fuflicient facrifice, oblation, anJ fatisfaftion 
for the fins of the whole world, and hath pur- 
chafed eternal life, for all thofe who by patient 
continuance in well-daing, feek for glory, ar»d 
honour, and immortality. But he requires us to 
feck for thefe blefSngs, for he will not work upon 
us irrcfiftibly; that would be to deftroy our free 
agency, which is not the defign of the gofpsl ; 
for life and death, a bicffing and a curfe are ftill 
fct before us, and it remains for us to make the 
choice, tho' he tenderly exhorts us to chufe life. 
O! Madam, which will you chufe ? I cannot for- 
bear 
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bear drcUring to you, that if you rcjeSthc Lord 
Jefus Chhft, you do chufc death, for he alone is 
the way, the truth, and the life ; and my foul for 
yours, you will never be faved, except he faves 
you ; and when we appear before the judgment 
feat, I fliali not be alhamed of this tcftimony. 
The holy fcripture declares, i ^ohn v, 12, ** He 
" that hath the fon hath life ; and he that hath not 
" the fon of God hath not life." If this book then 
be true, how dreadful muft their condition be who 
believt not on his name I 

Excuse mv freedom, dear Madam i believe 
me, it proceeds from a fi net re defirc for your wel- 
fare, for the love of Chrift conftrains me to wlfh 
the happinefs of all mankind ; but that is only to 
be found in God : It has no refidence on earth, 
but in the truly pious foul ; and v\^hoever fearches 
for it in any thing beneath the fun, will be con- 
tinually ditappointed. O ! do not wrong the re- 
ligion of Jefus Chrift, by imagining ft a gloomy 
melancholy thing, that only ferves to embitter 
life \ when in reality it is that, and that alone, 
which aiFbrda us pure and unmixed' joys ; joys 
that leffcn every grief, make life's fevereft pangs 
tolerable; and heighten every fatisfa£lory difpen- 
fation of providence, tho* it is not a friend to vice, 
vanity, or the faihionable follies of the world : 
All which if duly confidered, muft be acknow- 
ledged far beneath the dignity of a foul made for 
God, that is under the guardian care of angels, 
and that muft fiourilh in eternal life and vigour, 
when the world and the works that are therein, 
fltali be confumed by devouring fire. Seeing that 
all tbefe things fhall be diflblved, that our life is 
tvcn as a vapour, and that wc knovf UQit ^'e.^v^ 
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nor the hour, when this earthly tabernacle fhall 
return unto the dufl, and our fpirits unto God 
who gave them, what manner of peri'ons ought we 
to be in all holy converfation and godlinefs i how 
ought we to be continually upon our guard, al- 
ways endeavouring as much as poflible, to be ex- 
ercifed in thofe employments in which we could 
moft calmly and refignedly receive the awful fum- 
mons, being as the fcriptures exprefs it, like un* 
to men waiting for the bridegroom ; and when 
he appears, may you be foun^ pcrfeftly ready to 
enter into the marriage feaft of the lamb, which 
comprehends the higheft privilege, and the moLl 
pcrfcft bus that can be defired, by 

Dear Madam, 

Your finccre wcll-wiflicr, 
and humble fervant> 

M. L. 



Thi follofving is a Letter from a Shaker Woman 
to W. B. ^Philadelphia, hut fent to him 
whenke was in England. 

DfAR Friend, 

AS I am not like, according to thy i;eqaei(> 
and mine own inclination, to have the fa- 
tisfadiion of feeing thee, I take this opportunity 
of faluting thee by a line in that love which 
nearly united our fpirits at our firft feeing each 
oiher. Yea, before 1 beheld thee with my natural 
eyes, a orayer was infpired in my breaft that thou 
mighteft be an inftnuiient of good to me, know- 
ing 
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ing the need I had of being brought forward in 
the way of righteoufnefs ^ which petition I have 
caufe to believe was heard and accepted by the 
great I A My as I have found thee a mcflcnger 
of confolation to my diftreflcd fouJ. By thy 
exemplary deportment, fteady conduct, foiid and 
edifying converfation, and by ihv found and per- 
tinent doftrinc, fo well adapted to the ftates of 
the people that I have feen thee labour amongft, 
I am incited to make fome endeavours, though 
weak, of coming up faithfully in the footfteps 
of the flocks of the companions of Chrift. A- 
greeably hereto, I have formed refolutions to 
pradife yet greater degrees of mortification and 
felt-dcniai, which i truft through grace to be 
en ;» bled to perform^ having great need of tho 
fame. 

1 write not this to exalt the creature, or flat- 
ter my friend, but to magnify that grace by which 
thou art what thou art, and to contribute my mite 
towards llrengthening thy hands in the way of 
well-doing : I am apt to believe the ftrongeft 
have fometimes need of it ; though it may be I 
only judge from myfclf, who am at times ready 
to faint in my mind through fear, that I £bali 
never be a conqueror over thofe potent enemies 
which oppofe my happinefs. I have compareil 
my fpirit to a kind of immlterral fire, that 
would be continually catching at, or fafiening 
en fomething ccelcflial or terreftrial ; which ever 
h centres in, it may juftly be calPd an inhabi- 
brtant of : And as it has a natural tendency to fix 
•n earthly objeds, that are continually aflaulting 
k by reafoft of jay fenies being pleas'd the te withy 
to prone 1%'tvj (buLto fall, after. bein^dciv.^*^ 
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from cceKftial things, as iron, having been once 
poisM in the air, to fkll therefrom, or to fink in- 
to itfelf ag:iin» as iron caft into the water ; but 
that efficacious operation which raus'd the ax (2 
Kings) to fwim, is required upon the foul, and 
may be compared to a loadflone, which attrafls 
it upwards contrary to it^ nature. And as iron, 
in time, lofes this attradion, and returns to it's 
natural poficion ; fois my foul ready to do, when 
I wait not carefully for the renewing grace of the 
fpirit, by which we are tranflated from the king* 
dom of darkn«:fs into that of light. But fo pain* 
fui are the operations of the Avord of the fpirit, 
that when it comes to fever from my foul the 
fpirit of the world, to which it has a great ap- 
titude, and to divide afunder between the joints 
and the marrow, and thofe things I am by na- 
ture moft attached to, I grow uneafy of this em- 
bodied flace of imperfe£Hon, whereby I am fo 
tofs*d between heaven and earth, that I often 
long to be dii7)lved and to be with Chrift. Tho* 
this deflre feems to have fomething laudable in 
it, fhewing my union with the great Creator of 
all things to be ftronger than all the ties of na- 
ture, yet I am ready to fear it proceeds from the 
corrupt fource of felf-love, which dcfires an ex- 
emption from pain and trials, before I have filled 
up in my body that which is behind of the fuf- 
ferings of Chrift. Perhaps this is excufeable, 2» 
•ur holy pattern has left tis an example ; who 
when he begun to tafte of the bitter cup, prayed 
carneftly and repeatedly, that if it was poiiible it 
Blight pafs from him, though it was with the ut« 
jnoft fubmiffion, faying, Not my will, but thine 
be done. Surely, never did nature and grace ex- 
f r| thcmfclvet in fo powerful « maiuier, each. 

Saving 
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fifiving for the maftery, as it did at that awful 
time when the falvation of mankind yras depend- 
ing upon the fufFering of the Soa qft^od,^ in 
bearing all the wrath of 9/1 ijicenfed-*Deit7,*in- 
currM by the fins of the whole world, l^hen he 
was wounded for our tranfgreffions, bruifed for 
our iniquities, and the cbafiiftment of our peace 
was upon him. He then felt the wrath of his 
Father by reafbn of fin, who knew no fin,^hcn 
the fword of God's indignation and juftice was 
drawn, which could be no otherwife appeased 
than by fpilling his blood. Well might he drop 
thofe emphatical words, ** Mv foul is exceeding 
*' forrowful, even unto death. And what (hdli 
I fay, as if he had been afraid of uttering that 
petition which nature diSated, finking under the 
weight of prefent oppreiEon, and the apprehen- 
fion of future miferyj and well becoming a Ton 
that had never oiFended his parent, fays, ^^ Save 
•' me from this hour ! " But remembering the 
end for which he came into the world, he recalls 
the requeft, frying, ** But for this came I unto 
'* this hour." What that could be grievous to 
his manhood did he not fuffer ? At his birth a 
manger, a place for beafts, was his reception ; 
neither did the ungrateful world afford him much 
better through the whole courfe of his pilgrimage 
upon earth ; the foxes had holes, and the birds 
had nefts, but he had not where to lay his. head. 
He was fet at nought by the then vifible church and 
hi^h profeflbrs of religion, a people who had re- 
ceived the oracles of God : He was betrayed by 
one difciple, denied by another, and forfaken by 
them aH, at that glorious \un6kurc when he v^as 
treading the wine-prefs alone in a moft painful 
and ignomioipuft death upon tlHi€io^b«c«K^^^v^^ 
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thieves : When he rode in triumph, many fol- 
lowed him, crying, Hofannah, but none were 
deiirous tf being his companions now : AH his 
acquaintance, and even the very women, who are 
by nature the moft tender, and had followed 
him from Galilee^ now ftood afar ofF O my 
foul ! treafure up thefe things faithfully in thy 
remembrance, with this valuable confideration, 
that ail this he fuffered in part for thy fake; 
without which thou muft have been irretrieve- 
ably loft in eternal woe, and as a fugitive and 
a vagabond have been driven from the face of 
thy God. Rejoice therefore in thy tribulation, 
and count it all joy when thou falleft into divers 
temptations for the refining of thy faith. 

I hope thou wilt excufe my dwelling fa long 
upon this fubjeft : Of a truth it is a favourite 
theme with me, which I cannot too much pre- 
ponderate. It is therefore needlefs to beg excufe, 
and I recall the words ; for furely it is the em- 
ployment of feraphic fpirits, and will b« fo to all 
eternity, to admire the myftery of redeeming 
k>ve, faying with a loud voice, *• Worthy is the 
•• lamb that was (lain to receive power and wif^ 
dom, riches, and honour, and biefiing, for ever 
and ever." 

It is now time to draw to a condufion, which 
I Ciall do with hearty defires for Ihy prcferva- 
tion, and for the profperity of the gloFk>us wovk 
thou- art engaged in, hoping thou wilt remember 
poor me when it fares well wUh thee. Pleafe lo 
let me hear from thee, if freedom and Icffure 
will permit : Bi»t I fball leave that an4 all things 
«f this kitod te fbc duTfiAiMb' o^ w» gFcax aiKl 

good 
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good Maftcr, not laying thee under any reftraint 
but love i well knowing the various engagemeur« 
that noiuft neccflarily employ thy time and atteii* 
tion. I am, with true love. 

Thy aflured friend, 

And fi&tT in th« fellowftip of the gofpeJ, 

M. P. 

To Mrs. S— of Kendal. 

Dear Madam, Dec, 13, 1764. 

WE received yours, and are extreamly ob- 
liged to you for the aflFe<Slionate regard 
you exprefs for us ; and ^at Jefus may daily im- 
part more and itiore of that divine principle to 
your foul, from which you profefs it flows, isthc 
iincere and united wifh of us both. We do tK>t 
in the ieaft confine the operations of his fpirir, or 
the bleffedncfi of which we fpeak to any particu- 
lar (cA or denomination whatfoever, ' and would 
be far from perfuading you to forfake a church, 
whofe articles, homilies, and ceremonies we our- 
fdves fo much revere for their fimilitude with the 
written Word of God. No dear fifter, what we 
contend for is the faith which was once delivered 
to the faints, that faith which juftiAes the finner, 
unites the foul to Jefus, and works by love ; and 
before the receiving of which our church affures 
us, our works cannot be acceptable in the fight 
•f God, not having in them the nature of this 
faith. We can afllire you the dodtrine preached 
at our hgule is entirely confonanc to the above 
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' mentioned authorities ; and as the hours appoint- 
ed do not interfere with the public worfbip of 
the church, we would advifcyou tohear foryour- 
felf, as we ihink it would prove eiFe&ual in remov- 
ing any prejudice you may have conceived, and 
perhaps he attended with advantage to your foul. 
We are fenfibly obliged by your kind oftcr of fcrv- 
ing us, but have nothing to rcqueft at prefent, 
but to be remembered in your addrefl'es to the 
throne of mercy, where I truft you will not be 
forgotten by. 

Dear Madam, 

Your obliged humble Servants, 

G. O. M. L. 

To tbg Rtverend Mr. J. W, 

Het. Sir, 

I Received with great plcafure the favour of 
your kind permiiiHon to write to you ; a li- 
rty I fhould have taken before, bad not a eon* 
fideration of your many engagements, and ^he fear 
ot intruding upon your valuable time prevented 
me. I was the more defiroui of this pi ivilege that 
I might have an opportunity of removing from 
your mind, the doubt that feemed tabe conceived 
of mv not retaining the aflFeftionate iefpc(ft for 
you that ! once profeft, and which I now beg .leave 
to affure my honoured minifter is not, ner ever has 
been h: the Icaft diminifhcd. Itis true, 1 have ex- 
perienced many vicifEtudes, have fimpathized in the 
perplexities of the church, and known the plague 
of my own heart, yet by a miracle of fupporting 

grace, 
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grace, have never loft my ihield or varied from 
the truths you preach, smd which 1 may without 
boafting fay, i received in the love thereof, and 
not as the word of man, but as it really is, the 
word of God, which I experienced to be pro- 
dudiveof fpiritual life to my foul. In whatever 
pan of the world I have been caft, I can with 
truth aver that I have expreft myfelf to others, 
efteemed you, and ofFer*d up my prayers for you, 
aa my paftor and fpiritual father. Such, Rev. 
Sir, nave been invariably my fcntiments regard*^ 
ing myielf in this relation to you : I have been 
induced to acquiefce (by Mr. G's. appointment) 
in endeavouring to be as ufeful as poilible among 
the little flock in this place, of which I have the 
happinefs to acquaint you there is an increafe, and 
among whom at prefent fubfift much life and (im* 
plicity. The great fliephcrd exemplifies his love 
by many encouragements ; he unites his children** 
hearts to me, fo that fome who were greatly a- 
verfe to meeting with me at firft, feem to love 
me exceedingly, having experienced the divine 
prefence in the midft when we afTcmble in hit 
name. I truft. Rev. Sir, to be aflifled by your 
prayers : I (hall always pay the utmo<l deference 
to your orders and rules, and eftcem a line from 
you in fome leifure moments among fome of mj 
higheft fatisfadions and temporal iodulgences. 

That many years of uninterrupted health may 
be added to you. Rev. Sir, and that all the pre- 
fent and eternal blcflings of the new covenant, 
may crown and reward your fuccefsful labours, 
is the fincere prayer of. Rev. Sir, your aiFe^kionate 
tho' unworthy daughter in the gofpel, 
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Sir, St. KiTTs, '^um 6, 1765. : 

IN much unceitainty of getting an qpportuni- 
ty of fending a letter, I have endeavoured 
(though fo Tick as to render me almofl Incapable) 
to acknowledge with gratitude the receipt of your 
kind note. I am much obliged by your beft wiflies 
for my happinefs, and fhall do myfelf the plea^ 
iure if the Lord brings me to my defired port, to 
commence the correfpondence you propofe, and 
which ^ill be equally agreeable to myfelf. In 
the mean time, J fincerely wiih to yourfelf and 
family, the bleffing of health, and the enjoyment 
of that happinefs whieh this fluctuating world can 
neither give nor take away. May the Lord be 
your continual guide and protestor ! May his 
grace be always fuiiicient for you, and the great 
work he has begun in your fojril, be never hin- 
dered nor obftrudted by any occurrence in life, 
but brought to its ultimate perfection. I iaft 

night wrote to Mrs. G y Mifs Jane and Mifs 

G , which letters are already gone afliore. 

You will hear by them moft of the pafticulars 
that have pafled iince my embarkation. I have 
this only to add, that I have found the prefence of 
the Lord with me more or Icfs ever, fince ; My 
mind is in a meafure ftay'd upon him, and I 
find I can rely uponhim, and can at prefent truft 
him both with foul and body. I have a comfortable 
hope, that he will keep That fafe which I have 
committed to him, and that in the great day of 
his appearing, if not before,' I (hall have a joyful 
meeting with all my Chriftian friends, never 
to hear of pafting more, Pleafe to prefent my 

refpeds 
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prefent myrefpefls to your Mamma, and brother, 
my love to your fifter, and believe me 

Your much obliged FiienJ, 

Thi fignal for failing and humble fervant, 
has been given 
fome time. M. L. 



London, Jiug, i, 1762, 
Sir, 

I Take this opportunity to comply with your 
obliging defire of knowing fome of the par- 
.tkulars of my voyage, as alio to perform the 
jM-omife I gave you of fo doing. 

Upon duly confidering mine own nothing- 
. nefs and infignificancy, I really think myfelf a 
fubjed too mean for a letter, and am almoft un- 
willing to trouble any perfon by taking up their 
valuable time in reading one from me ; but when 
•on the other hand I confxder the truly chriftian 
fpirit thai- delights in hearing of the mercies and 
goodncfs of God, even to the meaneft and lead: 
of his creatures, (efpecially as fuch inftances in 
a peculiar manner exemplify the treedocn of bis 
love, and of that mercy which is over all his 
works,) I am. encouraged to fpeak of his gracious 
dealings to me. Know tlen, .Sir, that during 
the whole paflage, the Lord kept my foul iTay'd 
upon him in a manner unufual to my ccramon 
experience, whereby my mind was preferv'd in 
perfeci peace. M had more rcafon to bc.fatisficd 
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with the perfons who went with me iki the veflel 
than I could have'expeited with woddly people. 
The Ihip waa a good one, and the caprain careful. 
Wc had a remarkable quick pafla^^e, but were 
not exempt from trials, for we had dead calms 
and hard gales : But through alj, as hitherto, 
through the various viciffitudes of this life, hath 
the Lord's arm fupported,~1cad, and at laft con- 
duiSled me to the haven where I defired to be. 
Since my arrival, I have been greatly delighted 
with the plentiful means of grace j but have nei- 
ther enjoyed them nor profited by them fo much 
as I hope to do when my mind is a litt.o more 
compos 'd, and when I am a little more rctir'd, 
than the love of my friends will at prefent per- 
mit me to be. Mifs F. and N. M. have done 
me the favour to call upon me once or twice, to 
whom I delivered your letters : They are both 
well, and very greatly altered for the better by 
divine transforming grace. The parcel of letrer s 
you gave me, which were tied up and not direct- 
ed, I had forgot from whom I had them 'till I had 
opened the inclofure ; and thofe letters that wer_e 
for Ireland^ I put carefully into the poft- office. 
I truft your whole family enjoy their health, and 
that vour foul improves in grace, which I fhall 
be ex'treamly glad to hear 5 as I am more and 
more convinced, that all happinefs confifts in and 
flows from that. True, there are plcafing fccncs 
in life; that which has in the courfe of Providence 
juft now occurr'd to me is one of them, that of 
being rcftored to my family and friends. But 
what is this, or all this woild can yield, without my 
God ? ']1s emp*y all ! 'tis all an aching void ! 
Falfe arc the joys, which earth or fenfeinfpiref. 
That clog the foul, and damp her purer fires. 

Mr. 
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Mr. J. W. is in Ireland^ and a bad ftate of 
health has for a time filenccd Mr. C. W. but 
we have a very fine minifter, Mr. M. with us, 
befidfs a very great many excellent lay preachers ; 
to-that there is no complainingof that fort in our 
ftreets. May the Lord make us wife to improve 
hH the blcriEngs which he deli«*his to give. 

Rr MEMBER me kindly to your brother and 
fifler, and believe me, . Sir, 

Your fincere friend, 

and fifter in the Lord, 

M. L. 

London, ^ug*\y 1762. 
• My very dcac Mifs Polly, 

YO U have often heard me acquiefce with 
that fcntimcnt of Dr. Toung^ that neVr to 
meet or ne'er to part is peace. And indeed, my 
dear, experience has confirm'd me in it ; I have 
felt much, too much to be expreft on our fepa- 
ration. Nor has it yet been in the power of any 
of the agreeable occurrences I have met with in 
England^ to erafe from my heart the tendercft fcn- 
fadons on every remembrance of you. When 
upon the fca, and to my apprchcnfion in fomc 
danger, you were particularly brought to my mind, 
I blefled the providence that fo kindly interpofed 
in hindering your coming with me ; but fince 
I came to London^ and now that I am agreeably 
fituated, I could often wifli for your company, 
did I not know that the will of God in all cKlvv^ 
Da ^v 
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18 beft, and that in a pcrfeft conformity to that 
confifts the creature's happinefs, and not as we 
vainly imagine in this or the other circumftance 
of life. (J ! my dear, feek to be given up to 
him, to have every wi£h refigned to his will > 
for when you are no longer your ovvn but hi«, 
by a free will offering of that which he requires, 
even your heart, you \\\\\ then know by happy 
experience, what perfed peace and liberty means. 
I know, my love, that there is a great deal ta 
be wrought in you, beforeyou arrive to that hap- 
py ftate ; but I alfo know that your redeemer is 
Almighty, that he waiteth to be gracious, and 
that he is not ftraitned as to time. O ! pray 
him to make you ready and willing to receive all 
his love delights to give. Plead his promifes^ 
plead his power, plead your own neceffitics, and 
that you may be enabled to do this with more 
carneftnefs, beg the Lord to make you deeply fen- 
iible of them. O! my love, learn t& number 
your uncertain days, that you may apply your 
heart with diligence to true wifdom. 

You will hear in my letter to your dear Mamma 
of my niece W 's death, and may well re- 
member my mentioning her as a, very fine girl of 
a great genius, none more promifing to live than 
fhc; but alas ! how foon has death leveU'd her 
blooming tabernacle with the duft ! Now my 
dear, we fee in this inftance (as in thoufands 
more) that youth artd health as well as old age, 
are obnoxious to difcafc and death j therefore 
there is no time for delays in the great bufinefs of 
working our our falvation. I beg my dear will 
write frequently to me, and let me know how 
yourfelf and dear fifters |^o on in the nioft inte- 

rctting 
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refting afFairs of time, that which I have bccnjuft 
mentioning. Pleafe to give my love to Mifs 
Mce^ and tell her I love her in finceritv, and 
would have wrote to her now, but am riraitned 
for time, but file may expect a letter frgm me t^c 
next opportunity according^to promife. 

I remain, 
My dear Mifs PoLiy's 
aff^flionate friend and humble fcrvant, 

M. L. 

To Mr. J. W. 
Dear Brother, Londok, June i, I75?» 

I Received your kind and welcome letter, and 
was glad to hear of your fafe and plea fan t 
journey lo Bedford^ and of the happy ftate of your 
fmJ. O ! may that holy Joy, and humble love 
be more abundantly incre?fea in your heart, 'till 
the facred flame has conftimed the laft remains of 
fin i and then my brother, when the wheat is ful- 
ly ripe, you ihall (according to the longing de- 
iircs of your (o\i\) be gathered into the garner, 
and be for ever with the Lord. I have been very 
ill fincc 1 faw you, and find that as ficknefs is ra* 
ihei a time for ufing grace than for getting it, 
we have great need to exercife all diligence ia 
time of health, to make our calling an j eJedlion 
iure, O ! pray for rnc, as 1 for you, that I m ly 
flop {hort of none of the blefiings of the nev^ 
covenant ; and Icr us praife the dear redeenaer for 
what he has already done for us. How many 
ciicumftanccs at this time coA-^fpire tomiik5i.^\^ 

D 5 "NR\^X*Xv:.^ 
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wretched, if deftitute of his grace and love, but 
pofleft of thcfe, I remain happy in the midftof 
a turbulent world, tho' fo much entangled with its 
cares. May the Lord blefs you ift the place where 
you now are, and bring you home in his good 
time in fafety, and fweetly lead you through 
this wildernefs, 'till with his church you are 
brought up out of it, leaning upon the bcloveJ 
of your foul 5 in the mean time forget not at 
the throne. 

Your afie£Uonate fiftcr in the Lord, 

M. L. 

My dear Madam, 

Tli £ tenderefl regard and fincere affection 
that I have long experienced in my heart 
towards you, renders it impoifible for mc not to 
be very fenfibly afFciled with your afflidion. In- 
deed my dear madaip, I truly fympathize with 
you, and would if in my power moft gladly bear 
part of your burden, and adminifter confolation 
10 your drooping fpiritsj but alas ! creatures are 
but broken cifterns, and there are trials incident 
to human life, in which the efforts of our deareft 
JFriends fail of the defired cffed ; but (O ! foul re- 
viving thought,} there is no affidive circumilance 
in life, nor any diArefs, or pain in death, in 
which Jtfus is not a prefentand a'1-fufficient help. 
Permit me then dear madam,^ to remind you of 
him, who is our compaffionate high pricft, of 
whom It is recorded, that he, for our fakes, be- 
came amaaoC forioWt andwashimfelf^quaint- 
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ed whh griefs. I truft that he does and will Tup- 
port you, and I cannot doubt, but that hit graci- 
ous purpofe in depriving you of an earthly fpring 
of comfort, is to unite you more clofely Co him* 
fcif, the fountain of permanent blifs. I hope my 
dear madam will accept of an afTurance of ih^ 
tendereft love, and coiiiinual prayers of. 
Dear Mad^im, 

Your mod affedionate humble fcrvanf, 

M. L. 

xxxxxxx>c<xx>c><xxxxxxxxxxxxx 
x>o<xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Antigua Jum 21, 1760. 
My Dear Brother, 

YOURS dated April 30, came fafe to hand 
the 13th indant, and proved a reviving cor- 
dial to my then drooping fpirits, being at that time 
under an cxercife which is fome what rare with mc. 
It was that of bodily difordcr, accompanied with 
great heavinefs of foul \ the pleafiire your letter af- 
forded me, fo elated my mind, that 1 hardly feit my 
ifidifpofuion 'lill the next day^ when my feveiiln 
fymptoms returned, but thro* divine mercy I re- 
covered in a fliort time. I ani much obliged to 
my dear brother for his punftual correfpcndencc^ 
and am not inienfible how little I d^fcrve the fa- 
vour, but I know my profiting thereby is the on- 
ly thing you regard. May 1 be enabled to give 
you that fatisfa6tion. 

I don't know any thing more profitable to my 
foul than the meditation of death j and indeed* 

the account that you give me of Mifs L , oc- 

cafioned many ferious refleiSiont. May I adopt 
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that laft fentiment of hers in fuch a manner, as 
to render my lateft moments more comfortable 
than was her*s. *' O ! what is all this world to 
me." One might imagine it would be the ex- 
ulting language of a foul, that had experienc- 
ed the halt of what the Lord has done fur un- 
worthy me. But O ! my Brothei\ I feel an evil 
heart, yea, a body of fin thrufting [}TC at me ^ 
fomtftifTies inticing me backjnto /Egypty while at 
other times, I am filled with ihe uabelieving fears 
of not holding out to the end. But in the miiifl: 
of all, 1 am ch^-ared with tbe reviving hope, that 
Jcfus will impait that faith which will admit me 
into the reft, which remaiueth for the people of 
God, 'till when, by his grace I will truft in him 
who has delivered, and dues deliver, that lie will 
deliver^ 

You tell me you have lately been frequently cx- 
ercifed with ficknefs, I doubt not but that love is 
the intent of ihofe vifitations, and that by prayer 
and refignationj it will be much ^an^Siified to you. 

I truft the work of the Lord profpers vt'here 
you are, and that the latter works of ihofe dear 
fervants of God, will be more abundantly fuc- 
ccf&ral than their former. 

If I have zeal I need not be idle here, having 
many opportunities of acting for my Lo»^d ; but 1 
have the greateft exercHe at home, 1 mean, in mv 
own heart, in which I truft I am (tho'but faintly) 
fighting the good fi-ght of faith. Pray for mc, 
my Brother, that I may be more than con- 
queror thro' my faviour'slove. I hope-the unea- 
fiuieis my bULgav« you^ is b^ this time quiie dir. 
Ijrf-'. - fipated* 
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fipated. I affure you my opinions are no ways 
hurt by the pcrfons I therein mentioned. I wlfh 
my poor heart was as entirely cleanfed from fm, 
as I triift my head is from errors. I was a little 
fhock'd at hearing of Mrs. S — 's death, and 
wondered whether there was any change before 
the tJie was caft. To prepare for that moment, 
13 the nobleflr employment of a rcafonable beif^g. 
May it he the conftant bufmefs of my dear Bro- 
ther, and his 

AfFedionate fifter in the Lord, 

M. L. 

Antigua, May j^ 1761, 
Dbar Brother^ 

AF E W days ago I receiv'd yours of F^i. 
14, by the packet, and not having heard 
from England of a long time, I had almoft begua 
to fear that your filence proceeded from my feem- 
ing negledl iii^hat particular; but be aflured that 
nothing but fome unavoidable hindrance will ever 
prevent me. Icannotexprefs the gratitude I fed 
for the goodnefs of God to his church in general^ 
and to thofe fouls m particular, whom he has fo 
lately removed from this vale of tears. I believe 
Mrs. W — ' — was a very fin cere fcekcr, and am 
glad that her latter end wras fo triumphant ; the 
thought that naturally occurs upon fuch occaftons, 
is fwcetly expreft in one of our funrral hymns, 
*' O ! when will the Saviour extend, 
*' The arms of his mercy to me : 
♦* The days of my pilgrimage end, 
" " My foul from its piifun fct free." 



I 
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In my laft I inform'J you, that I had thoughts 
of returning to England ; I have fiiice mention- 
ed it to Mr. G. who Teems much averfe to it. 
My dcfire and prayer is, that I may not be per- 
mitted to adl contrary to the divine will of pro- 
vidence. Pray tell me with your ufual freedom 
and candor, if you think I am in danger of fo 
doing, and I trull I fliall be open to conviction. 

I doubt not but fome good end will be an- 
fwcred in your being fo conftantly exercifed with 
the fame temptation : I will inform you of the 
advantage I have gained by your experience. 
Since 1 faw you, I have for more than a year 
been hanaiVd with a temptation equally fmhil 
but more refined ; and having found the fame 
very predominant, when in a natural ftatc, I 
^ began to think I had loft ground, and that I was 
becoming weak and finful as before, not con- 
fidertng that in the former cafe, it gave me no 
trouble or concern at all, whereas now it was the 
continual grief and burthen of my foul. Upon 
reading your frequent complaints, I could not but 
difcernaparity inthe cafe; and being thoroughly 
perfuaded that your's was only atriab and exercife 
of faith, I judged my own to be fo likewife, and 
was encouraged thereby to prefs through the diffi- 
culty in all the confidence of hope : The fnare is 
broke, and my foul in a ^reat mcafure delivered. 
Forget not to plead for me at the mercy-feat, and 
be afl'urcd of the continual prayer of, 

Dfar Brother, 

Your afFcAiouatc fiil«r in ihe Lord, 

M. L. 

Antigua 
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fi<il*^^^mi*z*i>ri^^s^i£i^T*j^^^^^ 



Antigua, Nov. 17, 1761. 
Dear Brother, 

YOUR welcome letler by captain Fowler I 
* received the 13th inftant, it being a great 
while fince I had the pleafure of hearing 
from you. I now take the opportunity by the 
packet to write, which I believe will be the Jaft 
letter I fhall fend you from this place. 1 have 
wrote two or three fince it has been in my mind 
to return to England^ in which I have (o often 
feefii'd to refolve and unrefolve, that I fear by 
this time you'll imagine me very wavering in my 
difpofition, a fault I cannot much accufe myfelf 
of J for ufually, when I have believed any thing 
right, and have once determined, I have fcldom 
receded from it : Nor (hould I in the prefent cafe,, 
had not every part of the family expreft an un- 
willingnefs at my leaving them j which, with a 
fenfeof the many obligations I was urider to them, 
did once incline me to think of ftaying, but my 
refolution is now fixt, and nothing but fome un- 
forefeen interpofition of divine providence will, 
1 believe, prevent me. ' Yet I fcldom indulge 
the pleafing thought of feeing my friends again, 
being always checked with a remembrance of 
the unceitaitity of life and it's occurrences ; and 
befides, I bear in mind the dangers I muft firft 
pafs through, fo that I am now particularly la- 
bouring for a conformity to the divine will, that 
being the only ftable prop of peace and happinefs 
in a flu<ftuating world; and that I may attain 
this, I beg your prayers^ as I do alfo for my 
prcfervation wh«n 1 am upon the great and v<vd^ 
fea. ^ 
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I was furprifed tc^hear of Mifs R — — 's dea(h> 
whom 1 faw a Utile before I left England fb 
fprightly and To gay. Well iivay St. T^/tz/'j fay that 
'^ our life is as a vapour that appearclh for a little 
*^ lime and then pafTcth away." 

I^? a feafon when the foul is enduring temp- 
tation, it may be profited by meditating upon the 
20th verfe of the i6th of St. PauF^ epiflles to 
tlie Romans^ and the firft cpiftle of St. Peier^ 
V. JO. May the Lord fan<9ify them to you. I 
hav€ alfo been much exercifed, and have found it 
difficult to ftand in a manner alone, but the Lord 
has dealt very gracioufly with his unworthly [ti- 
vant, and I have great caufe to believe that in the 
end, they are advantageous to the foul, I have 
lately been very much bleft, there has been a i\t,Q 
ana open intercourfe betwixt God and my foul. I 
have been enabled to caft all my care upon him» 
fif mly believing that he careth for me. I have dif- 
ccrntd love in all his dealings and difpenfaiions 
towards me, even from my youth up until now, 
and have in a manner not to be cxpreffed, given 
up to his divine difpofal all my concerns for time 
and eternity. Yet for a few days paft, I have 
been brought into hcavinefs by a temptation, to 
which I have not been much accuftom'd, and which 
I thought could fcarcely have been fuggefted to fo 
weak and unworthy a fmner. It has been Ipiri- 
tual pride, by which I fee there is nothing unrea- 
fonable and ftrange, but what my heart is capa- 
ble of. I think what you relate of my Brother's 
prefervation, and your being fo particularly drawn 
out in prayer for him, was a remarkable inftance 
of the goodnels of God. 

May 
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May the Lord fanflify it to him, and remind 
him, that fuch fignal mercies demand fuitable re- 
turns. Pray give my fincere love to him, &c. 
as I do not intend writing to any of my friends a- 
gain before I fail, perhaps it may be the laft they 
will ever hear of me, the Lord's will be done. £ 
ought to fubmit to him, who I am furc will order 
all things wel^ O ! may we never chufe, he 
cannot err, I defire to be thankful for the lively 
hope to which he has begotten me, of feeing hini, 
without a veil, and of meeting thofc I love, where 
every tear fliall be wiped away. Adieu my dear 
brother, and 'till you have good reafon to believe 
I am no more, ceafc not to pray for 

Your affcdionate fifter in the Lord, 

M. L. 

<*K#K*><#><#><#><#><#K#X*> 

To Mr. F. R. London, Sept. 20, 1762, 
Sjr, 

YOURS of July 22, came to hand. I am 
much obliged to you for your kind remem- 
brance of me, and defire of corrcfponding with 
me. You tell me, if I knew what you have un- 
dergone from the enemy of your foul, 1 fhould fay 
you were a miracle of grace. Indeed my brother, 
I think we are all fuch, and I believe when the 
multitude that no man can number, arc aficmbled 
round the throne to praife God and the lan^b, for 
ever and ever; their favourite theme muft and will 
be freg, unbounded, all-fufficient grace. And in 
whatfoeyer degree this is beftowed on man, it will 
certainly be tried and proved to the utcwo^^ x^\«i 
thcfc trials afterwards yield i\vc^^^ceafe\c; ^\\\\\^V., 
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righteoufnefs, and ftrengthen the confidence of 
thofe who are exercifcd thereby. The royal pfal- 
mift gained this advantage by the rage and malice 
of his rpiritual enemies, that he was the more fullv 
aflured of the Lord's favour towards him, becaufe 
he fufFered them not to prevail over him. Trkd^ 
my brother* you (and al! who fet their faces Sion- 
ward,) will furely be, but foil'd you need notj 
for there is enough laid up in the covenant of 
4iivine grace to help in every time of need, and 
it is ours only for anting our Xedceflier to beftow 
it. How incxpreffibly tender hath been the Lord's 
dealings towards you in not fufFering you to de- 
ceive yourfclf, or to fpeak peace to your foul be- 
fore the fentence had gone forth from his throne. 
This is indeed matter of thankfgiving, and a furc 
token of the Lord's readinefs to proclaim the 
welcome word, O ceafe not to call and wait 
upon him, 'till he has enriched you with all the 
blelfings of the new covenant in Chrift Jefus. 

I hope your Mamma is well. May the Lord 
incline her heart alfo to clofe with the offers of 
his love, who freely invites and readily receives 
the favoured race, for whom he bled and died. 
Pray give my refpe6ls to her, and to your bro- 
ther, to whom I wrote foon after my arrival. 
My love likcwife to Mifs Sally, who I hope is 
more and more ferious. Poor Mrs. C — *s fudden 
death calls aloud to every furvivor ; be you alfo 
ready. Oh my brother, how diligent ought we 
to be ill working out our falvation, and in mak- 
ing our calling and election furc ! We fliould 
fpend no moment unimproved, but part with all 
important time as mifers do with their much lov'd 
goU, The work of God goes oa proTpcroufly 
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with us, anJ I am happy in the enjoyment of 
many valuable. means of grace, but I am not 
without my trials and hindrances ; nor do I cx- 
pc£l it*till my race is ended, and I arrive beyond 
the reach of ill : And that we may finifli our 
courfc with joy, and find an abundant admittance 
into thofe thrice happy realms, is tlie fincere 
and confiant prayer of her who is,^ 

Sir, 

Your humble fervant. 



and fifier in Chri&p 



M. L. 



Juguji 28, 176}, 
Dbar Brotkex, 

Ireadilj^ embrace the opportunity (which Mr. 
B-'s kind offer of conveying my letter affords 
me) to enquire after your health anafpiritual flate> 
#hich I affuie you will be always dear to me. 

For my own part, I have abundant reafon to 
praife our common friend, who gives me to en> 
joy at this time a good (hare of health, and fo 
fweetly difpofes all things in my prefent fituation, 
that I can fay I am exceedingly well fatisfied j 
and the more (b, when I confider my great un« 
worthinefs, and that every flation in me is ac- 
Lompanied with fome unpleafantnefs, fomcthing 
to remind us that this is not our reft, that we 
arc to look beyond the prc&nt fcene for perma- 
i^nt blifs and unmixed jo^&. ^>j OcCvd ^^^^^\xv 
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at prefent is to purfuc the path, the narrow way 
that leads thereto. But however it miy be witn 
others, I find it no eafy thing to continue in that 
tmck, even though the Lord has fetmyfeet upon 
the rock, except he every moment condcfcend 
to order my goings. 

Oh my dear brother ! ceafe not to pray for me, 
as I truft I fhall alfo foryousmd your's while life 
fliali laft : I can fcarcely fupprefs the fecret wiflv 
that it were not to be long. Oh inexpreffible fe- 
licity ! to be diflblved and to be for ever fafe with 
the beloved of my foul, a privilege beyond all this 
perifliing world can offer to my view ! I defire 
to dwell continually upon his praife, who gives 
me in fome meafure to trample on it's goods and 
ills, nor fuffers any thing in it much to excite 
my joy or grief. I regard myfelf as a traveller, 
pafHng through it, and defire with all my heart 
never to be attach'd to any thing in it. May he 
fweetly conduft us through, and at laft crown 
his every meacy, by admitting us to an abundant 
entrance into his everlaftins kingdom. TJ|js 
wilh abates no more of it's ardency when offer'd 
up for my dear brother, than it does when it 
afcends for his 

AffcSionatc fifter in Chrift, 

M. L. 



Kendal* Feb. 9, 1765. 
To Mift E. H. 
do not flatter my dear Mifs H. in aiTuring her 
th^it lye greatly mifs her, arejextremely anxious 
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to hear of her health and fafe journey, and 
Ibali be moft finccrcly glad to fee her again when 
the eirar.d of love which carried her to Bri/icl 
is complicated. My dear friend and felf have ne- 
ver forgot in our addreflcs to the throne either 
yourfelf, Mr. G. or dear Mrs. B. and I truft, as 
iron fharpencth iron, fo the Lord has bleffed the 
meeting of her friends to her. I know not how 
foon 1 may moft intimately fympathize with her, 
having received fuch an accoimt from London of 
my poor Miamma, as leaves me little room to 
expert but that I fliall very foon hear that flic is 
no more. It feems to bethe conftant expefta- 
tion of my eldeft brother, at whofe houfe fhe is 
at prelcnt'in a moft weak condition 5 but I have 
a comfortable hope, that her latter end will be 
peace. A confidcration which, if the frailty of 
nature did not interpofe, would alleviate (if not 
entirely fufpcfnd) the forrows which pror mortals 
feel on fuch occafions. Oh the much to be la- 
mented weaknefs and inconliftency of human na- 
ture ! VVhat! Grieve becaufe the fouf I love is 
for ever fafe with Jefus, and having paft the waves 
and ftorms of adverfe life has happily attain'd the 
haven where I do and have long wifhed' to be ! 
What an amazing paradox, I fay, is this ! That 
1 fhould mourn becaufe bl';;ffings far exceeding 
my moft cJear ideas and fanguinc wifhes are be- 
ftow'd, and eternally infur*d to the perfon I fin- 
cerely love ! Oh for a ray of heavenly wifdom to 
difpcrfe this error, and remove tvtvy unreafona- 
ble and painful fenfation ! May the illuminat- 
ing fpirit of God lead into every divine truth 
conducive to prefent and everlafling blifs.^ m^ d<.^^ . 
Mifs H— and her affc<ftionaitYi\xtu\i\t ^^\N-a.vsx^ 
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Kendal, Jprilib^ ^7^5- 
To Mrs, C— d. 
Dear Madam, 

AS every experience of the chriftian is myf- 
terious to the world, and unintelligible to 
the natural man, fo in particular is that fpirit of 
love which upon the fliorteft acquaintance, unites 
them to each other. They can form no idea of 
the affe£lion which fubiiAs between members of 
the fame head s thofe refined fenfations among 
many other inconceiveable priviiiges and ble^ 
fings^ are rcferv'd only for thofe who are pafs^d 
from death unto life, and who love God, be- 
caufe he has firft loved them, and has revealed 
that chearing and important truth to their -hearts. 
This facred principle^ (a meafure of which di- 
vine grace has imparted, and maintains in my 
foul,) made me part with yourfelf and our other 
friends at Lh^rpco/^ with regret i and I fhould 
certainly agree* with Dr. roung that, *« Not to 
** meet, or not to part, is peace," did not our 
mutual acquaintance increafe our intereft at the 
throne of mercy, where I trufl to be reiiiembrcd 
by you, and can afTur^ you» I have not omitted 
that proof of my love. It is a blei&ng that we 
may be prefcnt there in fpirit, tho' ever fodiftant 
inperfons and that ere long, we fhall meet where 
fin and all its confequents, as griefs, pains, and 
partings, are no more. It ts not however im- 
probable, but tlhat we may have the pleafure of 
feeing you again ; but I defire, as far as I know 
mine own heart, to refer the determination to 
iic dJYjac diipoTer. 
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We had a very fatiguing journey, ami my 
friend has informed you of the accident we met 
with, and of the gooctncfs of our God in prcferv* 
ing us ;^ may gratitude overflow our hearts, and 
all our future lives be praife. 

Many thanks to you and Mr. C d, and 

that you mayii-creafc in every grace, which can 
render you ufcful and happy, that the little flock 
may prove faithful unto death, and many be 
added to their number ; and thmt they may at Jalt 
inherit the kingdom of glory, is the fincere prayer 
wd ardent dcfire of 

Dear Madam, 

Yours afFe<aionately in the bcft bonds, 

M. L. 

London, yune 27, 1763. 
To the reverend Mr. J. W, 
Rev. Sir, 

MY anfwcrs to your queftions nhen you vi- 
fitcd the cJafs, I thought gave very iittic 
evidence of that work, of grace I think the Lord 
hath lately wrought on my foul 5 for which rea- 
fon I trouble you with this, by which you may 
judge whether, it be genuine er not : hut per- 
haps it may BOt be amifs to fpeak of the former 
work firfl,. whereby you will fee how God hath 
favcd a fmner. From my* infancy I was of an ex- 
ceeding ftubborn, felf- will difpoudoiv^ ^tv4^\^TN?^ 
ly inclined to all wickeda^f^ v ^^^ \iv^vw;^\>^?^^ 
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reflraint from thofc I was with, (my parents leav- 
ing me to the care of others) it grew up with 
me. To that Befc're i was twentv, there was 
fcarcely a (in I had not been guilty of. This con-^ 
tinuing five years longer, it at laft grew to fuch a 
height, that I had no convicSlion ; for fins of un- 
clcannefs, and the money I got by cheating was 
th? fwectelt to me. Yet what is fuf prifir^g, once 
at this time the Lord vificed me with h(s Jovc, 
fweetly conftraining me to retire to prayer every 
day for a fortnight-together, and to forego every 
fin and fmful compajiion^ But ufing no other 
means of grace, and having none to fpeak to up- 
on religion, I return'd to my fins as a dog to his 
vomit, and was worfe than ever; fo that for in- 
tolerable fwearing I was reproved by my aban- 
don'd companions. After I married I reformed 
outwardly a little, but did not turn to God, nor 
did I fo much as ufe a form of worlhip. I had 
much anxious care, children coming faft, my 
wife's mother and my own mother livi'ig upon 
us, that we had a hard flruggle to get a fubfiftence, 
efpecially in the year of the hard froft, and the 
year after. 

Soon after my wife was feizcd with a confump* 
tion, and my mother hearing you was at dinner 
at Mr. H— *8 fent you a letter, upon which 
you came and pray*d with her, and in a few days 
1 buried her and two children. Her mother then 
leaving us^ I had only my own mother, and a 
girl of my wife's by a former hu(band to maintain. 
Being now in a manner free, I got more money 
than my family's neceffities required, and had a. 
good name amongft men for fobriety and honefty. 
A^>F the Lofd btgaa to wofk, and as I was con- 
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fiJ<?ring the trouble I had gone thro', I inadx^er- 
tently took mp J. T A Y L O R's G o l d e » 
Grove, wherein reading his expofttion on the 
creed, I was convinced of unbelief. I threw 
royfclf on my knees, aud for the firft time I 
oray'd as a finner. Afterwards I went to heir 
Mr. Douty of CUrkenwelly and thought him an 
excellent preacher, yet ftiil I was not convinced 
of fin, and at this very time lived in the com- 
miflion of my bofom fin ; and for the fake of a 
thoufand pounds was going to marry a wicked 
old wortian ; but a perfon at that time afking my 
mother to go and hear you, and my going with 
her, and having heard you three times, prevent- 
ed it. At firft I did not like your preaching, you - 
talk'd fo much of faitb, of which I had no con- 
ception ; but flaying the meeting of the fociety, 
and your telling them, that they had almoft for- 
got that the faith you preached was produ6livc ^ 
good works, 1 thought you now fpoke well. 
Soon after we were admitted into the fociety, 
and from that time I was enabled to forfake all 
fin, and finful company, even the woman and 
man that were as my own foul. The word fink- 
ing into my heart whenever I heard it, difcovcr- 
cd to me my inward fins, and the finfulnefi of 
mv paft life, and fo deprived me of reft, that I 
fefdom flept a whole night, and made me to fpend 
part of it in prayer and reading. 

This continued from N(W, 1746, to the r5th 
of Feb, following, but the ni^ht before I wi»$ 
more than commonly heavy, yet I was not fo 
when I r<*fe in the morning, my burden b^v^<;»^ 
gone, and my heart as U^Vvt 2^^ -^ \i\\^^ "^"^^ "kvn^ 
prayers having free acceta xo iVv^ Ocvxow^ ^^ C^c^^- 
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I found that I was no longer condemned, tho' I 
had not as yet the witneft of the fpirit that my 
fins were forgiven; neverthclefs, 1 was not long 
kept in fufpenfe, the Lord at the chapel ppur- 
jng fuch a meafure of love into my heart, that 
my body could hardly. bear the weight thereof, 
and I became feeble as a child, and was obliged 
to fit or kneel moft part of thefcrvice, and thofe 
words were ftrongly and conftantly applied to my 
heart; ** I am the Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
** and gracious, forgiving iniquity, tranfgrefSon 
** and fin." 

Now was the name of Jefus fweet to my foul, 
and all the ways of God pleafant. Now I could 
believe, love, and obey, and it was my meat 
and drink fo to do. My joy continued ieveral 
weeks, tho* not every day alike j my evil nature 
£300 making itfelf manifeft, and in part, robbing 
mc of the enjoyment of my God. 

Now I began the good fight of faith, not in- 
deed before I had on the armour, but before I 
knew how to ufe it ; and I lay under the difadvan- 
tage of not having an experienced leader, that 
knew his own fins forgiven. 

They of the fociety which came to fee us, 
were rather for exalting, than bringing me down 
to the feet of Jefus. 1 had felt but very little of 
the wrath of God, or his difpleafure at fin, in the 
time of legal, repeniance ; (not feeling the ter- 
rors of hell for one hour) therefore being\ but lit- 
tle fenfible of the finfulnefs of fin, I dia things 
for a time, that were contrary to the command- 
nientsof God j but the Lord bore with me, and 
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convinced mc of, and removed the evils, fo that 
I foon teamed to walk outwraidly according to the 
gofpel 5 neverlhclefs 1 continually found, and 
that more and moie, that my inward parts were 
very wickcdnefs, feeling pride and anger fo ftrong 
within me, that very often I could not ftand a- 
gainft the fame ; and thro* reafoning my f^ith being 
very weak, and not being acquainted with the 
devices of the enemy, he got an advantage over 
me. 

For two years I was thus tofs'd about, feel- 
ing evil defires vtry ftrong 'at the fame time, and 
continually befet with doubts and fears. Then 
the Lord gave me to pray for grace to be kept 
one day only, and not to be careful for another, 
and from that time ^except I had finned) I have 
had no doubt of my acceptance, or abiding fear 
of falling. But flill the root of bitterncfs made 
itfclf manifeft, and often to the confufion of mj 
face, and fometimes, I thought, to the reproacn 
of the gofpel. But the Lord was merciful, and 
forgave all my fins, and at times gave me to feel 
much of his love, together with a clear teftimo- 
ny of my acceptance, though my temptations and 
trials from the world were very great, and at one 
time from Satan, in a very uncommon manner, 
but that flrong andconftant fenfe I had of in-bred 
fin was worfe than all : Indeed 1 had fometimes 
fo piercing a fenfe of it, and fo little hopts of 
enjoying the promifes, that I have often wifh'd 
for a diflblution of foul and body. 

But though I felt this and more than can be 
cxprefs'd in words, and pray'd and ftrove to ^ 
delivered, that I migVvl feiN^^o^\tw\v^^w^^- 
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nefs and holincfs without fear; yet did I feek it 
rather by the works of the law than by fimplc 
faith, believing that fin would die away by de- 
grees, but not expelling a total releafe 'till near 
death. And thus I believe I had continued 'till 
this day, notwithftanding the plain fcripture 
dodrine I fat under, if the Lord himfelf had not 
convinced me by the great work he lately carried 
on in the hearts of fo many of my brethren. Yet 
neither at the beginning of that work could I be- 
lieve that God gave the Hberty they teftified, but 
one and another who met wiih me in Clafs, and 
in whom I faw the .work of grace carried on, 
gave evidence by word and deed, fo that I could 
not but fee and acknowledge the fuperior work 
of the fpirit, in the holy, humble love, there was 
in fome of them, for I could not receive the re- 
port of them all. Now was my foul diftrefled 
more than ever j nor was I without fome envy at 
thofe who were fo blefs'd, and had hard thoughts 
of God becaufe I had fo long borne the burthen 
of in-bred fin, and fome of them were not a year 
before they received an entire deliverance from it. 

Now the purity of God, and the unholinefs 
of my foul were more evident than ever, and t 
felt unbelief and hard nefs of heart fuch as I had 
never did before. But I could not pray with 
faith in the promifes, and this was a great grief 
to me, for I thought if I could ^ I {hould be fi>oa 
fet at liberty. Yet there were a few minutes 
wherein the promifes feemed to me to be Yea 
and Amen in Chrift Jefus, and that the Lord 
would fulfil them in my foul. Thus I continued 
hoping and defiring to love the Lord with all 
my hearty though at times I defpaired that it 

ever 
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•rver would be. But on lVhitfunda\\ Alay 3c, 
1762, the Lord did work in my loul in a man- 
ner 1 never before found. 1 was in fome linle 
expectation he would deliver me at this tiinc, hy 
taking pofTeflion of my heart in love, but that 
morning 1 found it hard to keep hope alive. Be- 
ing at chapel in the begifiQing of the fervice, I 
found but Jfttle of his prefencc ; yet at the fmging 
the firjft hymn, the fpirit came with fuch power 
as to take away all my attention to outward things. 
I then pleaded with the Lord, and with many 
tears, that he would make me a partaker of his 
fafwStifying love, by removing for ever the root of 
bitteinefs out of my heart; when it was fuggeft- 
cd to me, that I fought deliverance from inbred 
fin, only for the pleafure refulting therefrom. 

Then I ftrove to uncover the inmoft recefles 
of my foul to the Lord, begging that he would 
look within me, that my heart being purified by 
faith, I miglht ferve him with my whole foul, and 
have every thought brought into captivity to his 
obedience. While I was thus in carneft prayer, 
I felt fuch a fcnfe of his prefence and power, as 
made my bo.ly greatly tremble, yet I kept my 
fpirit ftill, and continued crying, " my heart Lord, 
•• my heart Lord, work within, work within;" for 
I trembled fearing left this vifitation of the fpi- 
rit fhould pafs away, before my heart was purg'd 
from fm. 

The Lord heard my prayer, and anfwercd 
me indeed, not by word but by work, as it was 
literally taking away the heart of ftone, and giv- 
ing me an heart of flcfti. For I felt at that in- 
ftant, my heart as U were wah vVo\xtiC.^V'5b^^'^ ^va. 
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of me, and love, fuch for its quality as I ntver 
felt before, taking poffeifion of the empty place. 
I cried out in myfelf, Is it poilible ? Halt thou in- 
deed purified my heart ? Haft thou taken away 
the root of bitternefs ? fcarce daring to give credit 
tathe work of the fpirir. I found love, and no- 
thing contrary thereto ali that day, but I had not 
the wiinefs of the fpirit with the word of God, 
which I could not be fatisfied without. How- 
ever the next day the Lord brought thefc words 
with power to my heart : '* The weapons of 
•' our waifare are not carnal, but mi|ihty thro' 
'' God, to the pulling down of ftrong holdt, de- 
•* ftroying, and bringing every thought into cap^* 
** tivity. to the obedience of Chiift." 

I was hereby given to know, that the hindrance 
to this being removed, the Lord woul3 accom- 
pUfli it in his time. This day I faw the w/)rk8of 
creation as I never did before, beholding God 
in all things. In the evening feeing the fccting 
fun, I Couhl fee by faith, and with a clear inward 
evidence, the purity of my foul in the fon of 
God, and this was accompanied with an inex- 
prefiible fwcet love. Notwithftanding all ihis^ 
the enemy got an advantage over me on the third 
day, by realonina, what will fuch or fuch an one 
think of me, if I Ihould fay, I believe the Lord 
hath purified my heart by faith. I was greatly 
afraid alfo, I fliould be con drained to fpeak the 
next Sunday as there was to be a love-feaft, there- 
fore by thcie and fuch like thoughts I grieved the 
Ipirit, and was brought into hcavinefs for three 
days, fo that I was ready to give up all thoughts 
of any farther work of God within me, though I 
fipuad no return of fiaful nature^ but Satan faid it 
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wotild not be long fo, and I found it npt cafy to 
dilbclieve him. But the next Sunday the Lord 
gave me a ftrong and clear evidence of the work 
of his grace, and I could not but declare it in 
the evening. 

All the next week, I found the witnefs and 
the love of the fpirit 'till Saturday, but that was 
a day of trial indeed, fuch as I have never found 
fince ; for from the time I rofe *till i went to bed, 
I was tempted toa diflike of perfons and things. 
1 wept much, not believing it coulJ be from the 
enemy, but from mine own heart, and was de- 
tciniined to declare in the focicty I was deceived, 
Hov/cvtr the Lord wiihftood that, by facwing 
me the next day at the citapel, that he had for 
ever removed pride, felf- willy and evil deiire out 
of my "heart. I found now no unbelief, but my 
foul feemed ready to embrace every promife. 
From that time I have had no doubt that the 
Lord hath purified my heart ; neither to this day« 
have I found anv of thofeevik within me. Indeed 
I found myfelf^ more ignorant and weak than 
ever, having every thing to learn ; but I had fuch 
a child-like dependence on Jefus Chrift, and fuch 
fweet an union wkh him, that my foul refted on 
him as my wifdom and ftrength. 

I have now lived one year in this blefled liberty^ 
daily increafing in faith, and eftabliihed in the 
truth of this in>^ard falvatioQ, and a great one it 
is. Now I find my foul is entered into the very 
nature of holinefs, and lean love the Lord with 
« pure and holy love : Now I can alfo love mine 
enemies, and pray for them, as for nvvtv^OHitv. 
fchi, and can bear injuries \rv vYv^it t^vt\^ vftvvc^V 
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never could before. I neither feel fin nor fear k 
row ; and that not from felf fecurity^ but from a 
fenfe of inward liberty and watchful prayer, nei- 
ther do I now ever find the leaft inclination to 
depart from the ways of God. Indeed he is ber 
come in fuch a manner the light and life of my 
foul, that my body could as well fubfift without - 
the foul, as ray foul without Jefus, When I 
have a particular love-vifit from him, he fets as it 
were my heart in aflame, and not now as here- 
tofore, the flame fpreading about the heant, but 
entering into the very centre, the obftrudion be- 
ing now removed. 

I have twice found eternity fweetly opened toc 
my view, and once could fee myfelf of that in- 
numerable company, but with fuch aftonifhment 
as I cannot exprefs, having at the fame inftancc 
a glance of my paft life. Yet I confefs, great as 
this falvation is, it does not come up to the idea 
I had of it 5 for I not only thought I fhould fee 
war no more, but that I fhould be, as foon as de- 
livered from fin, filled with every grace of the 
fpirit, and an uninterrupted enjoyment of God's 
pure love ; having no conceptions that evil fpirits,^ 
bodily infirmities, or any other power, could 
pofllbly interrupt that love for one minute. I air 
fo cxpefled to have had meeknefs, gentlenefe^ 
patience, long-fufFering, and an intcnfe love ta 
Jefus Chrift, and the fouls of men, to become as 
it were the very nature of the foul 5 but with me 
it is not fo, for tho* I adluajly find more of thcfe 
than ever, yet 4t feems as if they but juft begin 
to exift, and I believe muft be kept and increaled 
b;^ faith, and watching unto prayer. 

Indeed. 
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Indeed, I find myfclf fo defective tn cvcrjr 
grace, that 1 am afhamed before God and man. 
I alfo greatly feel tlie want of an humble mind, 
and beg it v^ith all my heart ; for however there 
be in reality a greater work of grace, yet I find " 
myfclf more ignorant, empty, and hclplefs than 
ever, and my foul feems to want all things ; but 
I may fay in truth, I am poflcffcd of all things ia 
Chrift Jcfus. I might go on to fpeak of manjr 
wants and wesknefTes, but I know you are not un«> 
acquainted with them, 

G. C . 

London. 
To M. L. in Antigua* 
My dearest Friend, 

YOUR own kind heart can better conccire^ 
than any words cxprcfs the pleafing fenfati- 
ons mine experienced upon the* receipt of your 
kind letter, a plcafurc 1 have for fonie montht 
waited for with impa^^ience. I can truly fay, I 
have not forgot yoa ; no, not for one day lince 
I faw you, and have often been led to think, that 
you had particularly afk'd of God to lay you up- 
on my mind in prayer, being fo exceedingly led 
out on your bt-half, that it has often prov'd a blef- 
ling to mine own foul. I have longed to pour out 
my heart to you with mine ufual freedom ( and 
will indulge myfelf at this tinie, with giving you 
as clear and particular account as I can, of the 
dealings of God with my foul fincc we parted. 
Before I left London my fpiritual vi^out "fe^c^^^ 
jreatlv to dffdin©> iny cotT\r^^\tNi\^ ^<*ft^^^^ 
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often prevaikd, fo that my confidence weake.ieJ, 
and every grace declined, tho' I retained a finccrc 
dtfire to have it otherwife, and often in the 
anxiety of my heart faid, " why am I thus ? " 
But when I returned to Lcndon^ and Betty was 
taken frrm me, being more folitary and alone, 
and oftner communing with mine own fpirit, It 
pleafed God to (hew me the caufe of this decay, 
and that it proceeded from my having fought 
lor fanftification as it were by the works of the 
law. He convinced me, that like the GalaiianSy 
I had begun. in the fpirit, arid was in danger of 
ending in the fiefh. He opened the fcriptures to 
flie in a clearer manner than ever, and fhewed 
me that there really remained a reft for the peo- 
ple of God, and that thofe who have entered in 
have ceafed from their own works ; that it is attain- 
able by faith alone, andinftantaneoufly asjuftifica- 
tion. This I muft attribute to the enlightening 
power of God ; for though I had often. heard it 
preached with power, yet I had no fort of concep- 
tion of it *tiil it was faid to my foul, ** the Lord 
** whom you feek (hall fuddenly come to his 
•* temple, even the meflengcr of the covenant 
in whom you delight.'* The application of this 
promife cleared mine appreheniions of it ; fince 
wh-Qb I have converfcd with fome living wit- 
nefles of this great truth, who have every thought 
of their hearts brought ' into fubje£lion to Chrift 
by 2^ fudden (Iroke of Omnipotence, and God ia. 
daily adding to the number^ 

Since this light has {hone upon my mind, it 
)ias pleafed God to lead me into a deeper fenfb 
€f mine original depravity, and I have been for 
dstys togcthcx conftrsumd to cry out> ** Lord, I 
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•* am convincd that man Is far gone from that 
" rlghtcoufnefs in which thou didft create him^ 
** for 1 feel the dire cffed^s throughout my fallen 
•* foul." At other times he has given me (6 to 
depend upon his faithful word and eternal truth, 
that I could fay, " Let heaven and carih pafs 
" away, yet not one jot nor tittle of his promifes 
« fliall fail" 

This is the thing, my dear friend, for which, 
reftlefsly refign'd 1 wait even to be a witnefs of,. 
Jefus* power to fave to the utmoft, and to do his 
will on earth as it is done in heaven ; which 
bleffing I exped by free grace alone. I truft, 
my dear friend already experiences this valuable 
privilege, as I am lenfible you have been Far 
more faithful to the grace of God than myfclf. 
It is certain, we need not remain forty years in the 
wildcrnefs, but with courageous yojhua and (^aUb 
fay, " We are well able to poitefs the land, for 
" it is God that fights for us." If You are not yet 
{6 entirely bleft, what (hall a fellow-traveller fay ? 
but be not difmayed, look to Jefus every mo- 
ment, and he will fpeedily avenge thee of thine 
adverfary, make an end of fin, and bring in 
everlafting rightcotifiiefs : This I have learn 'd 
from repeated experience, that we get nothing 
but darknefs by looking to ourfelves. 

Betty is making a fwift progrefs, ihe gets 
the ftart of me, and God has bleft'd her greatly 
of late. What more fhatl 1 fay to my dear 
friend ? that I defire to fee your hce ? yea, I 
ihould often be importunate with the Lord for 
this, but that, ** Thy will be done," filcncc^ 
each bold re^ueft^ jet 'ti\l Qo^ ^<o;v\\ "^^sn^ 
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pleafure, cither in this vale, or in thofe coelefti- 
al manfions where Jonathan his David meets, 
pray for and write frequently to me. Betty 
joins me in fir.cere lov« to you, and we mutually 
pray, that blelfings from above, both fpiritual 
and temporal, may defcend upon you : May the 
ardent wilh be fealed in thofe facred courts where, 
I truft, in due time, my dear friend will find an 
abundant compenfation for all her griefs j. 'till, 
when, I hope to remain, 

Your's unchangeably in the bcft bond^, 

E. L. 

London, May 17, 1763.. 
To F, G. in Antigua. 
My dear Brother,. 

TH E Lord I truft hath preferred you fVom 
the perils of the great deep, and given 
you to fee and acknowledge his love, not only 
in bringing you fafc to your defired port, but blef- 
fing you with that communion in holy love, 
which you never before expericncisd ; making 

{ou a blcffing alfoto thofe who failed with you. 
hope the light ftines brighter to you on the 
promifes of the gofpcfj giving you to lee they are 
all for you; ** Yca,^ and Amen> inChrift Jefus/* 
Indeed it is impoflible to be othcrwife, feeing wc 
Are inChrift, and Chrift in us, but we want faith 
to keep a- coniinual lively fenfc of this in our 
own hearts ; but he that afketh receiveth, and 
Che Lord is faithful to his promiie ; let us not 
4iiejo dwellnpoH'Ouii vrcfaknels or.&oct-cooains^, 
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but continue to fpread our wants before hioi, ^ho 
is touched with fyn^pathy in ail our afllidions 
and wants, and who was in all points tempted as 
we are, who is now our living head> and the 
light and life of our fouls, therefore cannot pof- 
fibly leave nor forfake us ; let us then earneftly 
flrive for faith, fo as to be careful for nothing but 
to know, do, and fufFcr his will. Now I hope 
you are more than ever fenfibie the Lord does not 
fend us a warfare at our own coft ; but that now 
you proclaim a Saviour to others, who you 
know and fee], faves to the utmoft thofc who 
come to God thro' him. 

But now for myfelf. A few days after yo» 
left U5, I had the greateft trial, yet the fwecteft 
that I have felt, fince I have been clcanfed from 
fin. I never before experienced fuch a fweetnefs 
in the will of God taking place, and fuch a de- 
light in fubmitting to bear the crofs, fuch a live- 
ly faith, and child- like dependence on God my 
Saviour. Alfo on Sunday the 24th of Aprils the 
Lord gave me to drink largely of his love, mani- 
fefting the purity of my heart by faith in him, 
and giving me fome little view of that eternal fe- 
licity he hath laid up for thofe who love him* 
Yet xn general I feel my want of faith and love, 
meekncfs, patience, humility, aj^d every grace 
of the fpirit : fiut above all, I think 1 lament 
my unprofitablenefs, not being faithful to the 
grace the Lord gives me in the many opportuni- 
ties I have to fpeak for him. I cannot exprefs the 
thankfulnefs I iind to the father for giving hia 
fon to die for me, feeling the liCcd my foul haa 
of his atonement, and of his prefcnce and ijow-^ 
cr to live in me, and (ubAu^ ^W xNxWi^ \si\iw\»^ 
&1£ 
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I truft the Lord will give me always as hitherto^ 
to rtmember you and your family, at the throne 
of grace, that )ou may be all immovcably fixt 
upon that roek of eternity Chrift Jefus, and be 
partakers of his pure ^nd holy nature. From 

Your afFedionate brother, and fervant. 
In our merciful Lord, 

G. a 



lit$i$lt$ 



London, /fti^ 24, 1763^, 
To the fame. 
Mv DfiAit Brother^ 

I Received your's, and praife the Lord for hfs 
great goodnefs to you And your family, nqt 
doubting but he will continue his love to yoxiy 
»nd make you a blcffing to many thoufands j ^o 
long as you keep your eye fingle, feckihg his glo- 
ry only in all your words and works. Blcifcd 
be Jefus Chrift that has fent you to that people, 
and given you bodily health i but above all, for 
giving you increafe of grace, freedom of fpecch, 
and an heart wholly given up to him in this good 
work. It may truly be faid, becaufe the Lord 
loveth you, therefore hath he called you to thfs 
molt honourable of all employments, to be his 
mouth to the people, to declare the glad tidings 
of falvation, to publifh the gofpel of peace, to 
preach Jefus to the ears and hearts of many of 
thofe to whom he hath now fent you. But n»y 
brother will always remember, the fervant is not 
above his Lo:d, therefore will have need of pi- 
Hence Co bear con tradition boih fioiu e,ood and 
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bad men, with your own infirmities, and Tonw- 
times with the dealings of the L»ord to yourfelf 
and others. : B^it faith, all powerful faith will 
overcome all things.' Thiij will open the peace- 
able kingdom of Jefus within your brea4, and 
fijcit there for ev^r. Only get your heart puri- 
fied by faith, then every vile afFc^ftion, and every 
unruly paflk)n (hall be no more. Then the pure 
and holy Jove of Jeftis fhall fill your heart, and 
you (hall enjoy that clofe union and fellowfhip 
with him your foul dcfires. But fee that you 
give glory to God in bclitving hi« word, and 
that it fliall be accomplifhed in thofe who fimply 
adhere to Jcfus Chrift. Indeed, without that 
purifying work being wrought in the foul, it 
can hardly be, that we fhould get that true hu- 
mility of heart neeaful for us, fo as to become 
really nothing in our own eyes, and give to Jefus 
the glory of all his work, in us and by us. But 
our Lord will not leave you ignorant of his will, 
becaufe of his own love, and for that you are not 
dependent on yourfelf, but on him, who giveth 
wifdom liberally to thofe who afk, and does not 
upbraid us with our paft follies. As for myfelf, 
the Lord d^eals very gracioufly with me 5 fpread- 
jng, I think, his kingdom of peace wider within 
me, and more than ever opening a littlcof the king- 
dom of glory to me; and giving me a lively 
tafte of thut true humility of heart, and that 
nothingnefs in myfelf, as that puritv, light, and 
love the foul enjoys in him. Very lately he gave 
me to fee into what light the foul would enter 
when it puts off thefe. bodies ; and this is^conr 
fiftent with thofe words, ** God is light j" and 
again, " I am the light of life," 
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Thrse I find are a eyeat help to f<iith, open- 
ing to us the invirible things of God, and I thank 
him, they do not take me off, but fix me more 
on the (olc merits of Chrilh But 1 beg you will 
pray for me, that I may be truly humble, pa- 
tient, and wilJingto do, or to be any thing the 
Lord would have mc. My body is very weak, 
this nervous difordcr gaining upon me fo much, 
that if I now read three quarters of an hour, I 
am in pain all the day after, my eyes being fo 
alftiSled by it : But it is eafy to bear the infirmities 
and weaknefs of the body, when the Lord gives 
faith and love to the foul. 

Pray give my love to your brother, and tell 
him, I beg he will freely and fully offer himfelf . 
to Jefus, who will not refufe him, but will fu re- 
ly wafh him in his blood, and eternally unite 
him to himfelf by his own fpirit. My love alfo 

to brother B and your fitter, and others a- 

mong you that now believe, and bid them 
look into the word of God, and confider the 
love and power of Jefus, and plead thepromifes, 
putting away all reafonings, and fimplycontinue 
in prayer, *till the blood of Jefus hath purified 
their hearts: And may the God of peace and 
love ffrengthen, flablifli, and fettle you and your's 
in his everiafting love, fo continues to pray. 

Your affeftionate brother, 

G. C 



To 



i n I 



- To the fame. 

London, Nov, 21, 1763. . 
My DEAR Brother, 

IAm forry you have not received my letter." 
I have indeed wrote two, but (he latter could 
not have come to you fo foon as you wrote your 
laft. My firft was delivered the latter end of 
Jpril^ the laft in Aug, and both left at Lloyd's 
CoFFEE-HousE according to your direftlons ; 
for my love to you is not in word only, fcarcely 
forgetting you one day when I make lupplicatioii 
to the Lord, that you may experience all the 
light, love, and falvation the Lord has promifed 
to give, and that he may profper the work to* 
which he has called you, making you alfo a blef- 
fing to your family. It gave me great comfort 
to hear the Lord has fo prepared your way, and 
gave y u freedom of fpirit, and a people to whom 
you could declare the glad tidings of falvation, 
not doubting but the Lord will carry on a work 
in that place; but aslfaid in my former, you muft 
have patience, not only with the people, your- 
felf, and family, but with the Lord alfo, for he 
perhaps, may not carry on the Work fo fwiftly as 
you may defire. I truft yoii are btought fweet- 
ly to rcugn your will to his, in all the work of 
grace within and without, having it always in 
your heart to feek his glory in all your thoughts, 
words, and works. O my dear brother, pray ear- 
neftly that every thing within, which hinders that 
holy, pure, and perfe£l: will, may be. renriv'^ved, 
that you may prove all his commands tob^ ^c:>'c>^m\ 
acceptable to the foul, wYvetVvw vt vs ^X^-^Svcv^^^^ 
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sot to nature ; then (hall you continually expe« 
rience the force of the words you have fo often 
keard in that blefled benedi<^ion, ** The peace 
•' of God, which pafieth all undcrftanding, keep 
^* your heart and mind, in the knowledge and love 
« of God, and of his fon Jefus Chrift." I the ra- 
ther fpeakof this, becaufe of the peculiar bleflins 
tbofe words have lately been to me, finding fuch 
a fulneft in them, my foul never felt before* 
BleiTed be Jefus Chrift, . who ftill keeps my foul 
in peace, giving me the conftant witnefs and in- 
ward evidence that finful nature is entirely re- 
moved. At particular times I have a more live- 
ly fenfe of that pure and holy union there is be- 
tween my foul and Jefus, finding a flrong 
defire to be with him, in order to keep me from 
all felf-complacency : He gives me to feel what 
an ignorant, empty, helplefs, and worthlefs crea- 
ture I am. Indeed I may be faid of late, to pof- 
fefs mine own nothingnefs. And tho' I am ftrong- 
ly convinced that I am an unprofitable fervant, 
yet this conviction has no tendency to difunite 
my foul from Jefus ; but rather the contrary, feel- 
ing the need I have of him, as my Saviour, friend, . 
and advocate, to plead the merits of his death, 
and to take away the iniquity of my holy things, 
as well as thofe things in which I come fhort of 
fulfilling the holy and perfect law of God, which 
I find indeed to be fin, but the blood of Jefus is 
ever apply'd to remove it, fo that the foul con- 
tra<as no guilt. 

Ibtefs the Lord alfo for his mercies to my wife, 
{he continuing ftill in that holy love and union 
with Chrift our Lord, fo that our lives are nc^ 
^nly comfortable^ but really bappy. And that . 
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the Lord God our Saviour, may incrcafe your 
faith, love, and zeal for his glory, is the earncft 
prayer of many of your friends here, but per- 
haps of none more than. 

Your fincere friend and brother, 

G. C. 



^tsJKK^^i^Jfrl^^^ 



London, Jug. 13, 1765. 
My dear Brother, 

J Am glad to hear you arc fettled to your lik- 
ing, and I pray God to fix his love in each 
your hearts, then fhall you be no more un- 
fiable ; but you know his kingdom fuiFers vio- 
lence, and chiefly that of nature j for we muft 
deny ourfelves, take up the crofs of private prayer, 
diligently fearch our hearts, to fee and find out 
the pride, felf-will, felf-love, and felf-pleafing, 
that are there; and when and how they work, 
and be very free and open in our confeflion of 
them, and all other things we find contrary t» 
the purity of God. At the fame time be guard- 
ed againft unbelief, becaufehe that hath given us 
his (on, has promtfed with him freely to give us 
all things : Remember this, and be not flow of 
heart to believe. Call to remembrance the work 
the Lord hath already wrought ; for it is good 
fometimes to look back, zt\d fee how gracioufly 
the Lord has dealt with us, and this is a help to 
faith, faith in the promifes not yet fulfilled in us. 
Are we now the children of God ? Are we now 
one fpirit with the Lord, and our bodies temples 
of the holy Ghoft ? What then can out C^^VsJw. ^'t- 
ny us? Not grace, holmets, uot Yv^v^w.^^ Vst V^ 
G % ^^^ 
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luis called us to the enjoyments of them all. 
They arc right before us, we can't mi(s of them, 
if we follow the captain of our falvation. He 
that followeth him (hall not walk in darknefs, but 
Iball have knowledge in, and power to do his 
will. But there is a neceffity of much prayer, for 
wifdom and ftrength, becaufe we are very ignorant 
and weak, but the Lord I truft will give you 
underftanding in all things, and firengthen you 
to fulfil all his will. I hope I (hall continue ftill 
to pray for you and your's j and Ihall alfo be glad 
to hear from you whenever it is convenient, 

I am, your affectionate brother, 

G. C. 

XXXXXXXXXXXX)CO<XXXXX>0<XXXX 

xx-xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Chister, Nov. 15, 1765. 
To the reverend Mr. J. W. 

R,£V£REND Sl|l, 

TH E extenfive ufefulnefs of your valuable 
life, renders its continuance with the ad- 
dition of health, a circumftance of fuch impor- 
tance to the church, that it muft be the continual 
prayer, and carneft wifli of all that are fo hap- 
py, as to have been brought under the joyful found 
of your miniftry. 

Permit me. Rev, Sir, who am the leaft, and 
perhaps the moft unfaithful that ever enjoyed (o 
high a privilege, to aflure you, that my heart is 
,truly interefted herein, that my prayers are daily 
offered to the throne of mercy on this behalf, and 
tJ^^t with great iblicitudc aivd fuvewlty^ and be- 



C 77 3 

caufe I believe there fubfifts a mutual, tho' in« 
explicable fympathy and affefiion between a fpiri- 
cua] father, and the children that are given him 
by the Lord. I take the liberty of intruding my- 
felf upon your memory, to give you fome account 
of my ftate, and to intreat a continuance of your 
prayers. I hope I may with humility, and juft 
abafement of myfclf before God, inform you 
that his work has for fome months been reviving 
in my foul, and that my heart is indeed a-thirft 
for that holinefs, without which I am convinced, 
I cannot either fully en^oy God in this life, or 
dwell in his beatific prefence in eternity. Some- 
times I have been permitted to fuch fweet com- 
munion and near accefs, and fo enabled to plead 
the promifes, that I have well nigh imagined, that 
I was juft entering into the good land : But to 
my grief and furprize, I have alfo found mv cor- 
ruption more lively and powerful than ordinary. 
The grand adverfary has thru ft fore at me, and 
my foul has endured fevere conflifts; yet I ftill 
believe it is for good, and am willing to conclude, 
the rage of Satan is a token that his power is of 
ihort duration, and that ere long the captain of 
my falvation will bruifc him under tny feet; 
though be would often pejrfuade me that ne ihall 
prevail, and that I fhall never wholly be delii> 
vered from his yoke : At fuch {eafons I- go on 
heavily, but foon the Lord breaks the force of 
this fuggeftion, by lifting up the light of his 
countenance, and then 1 urge my way with 
ftrength rcnew'd. O how fweet will the reft ©f 
perfecSt love appear to my weary longing foul ! 
Help me, dear Sir, by your prayers, to fcize the 
ineftimable prize* 

G 3 . "tvc% 
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The Lord is gracioully pleas'd to blefs me in 
the little hbour of love which his providence and 
your appolntmeat has engag'd me in. The fouli 
of thefe feem to profper : One among them has 
received « clear manifeflation of pardoning love» 
and fome are feeking this goodly pearl with great 
earneflnefs, and thofe that have believed through 

grace are in a meafure preffing forward. May 
lis and every part of the vineyard which has 
ibeen blefs'd with your miniftry, and nouriih'd by 
your care, be your comfort and crown of re* 
. joicing in that happy day,, when labour (hall be 
exchanged for uninterrupted repofe, the crofs for 
the victorious palm, and an admittance into the 
joy of our Lord reward all your toil» and end 
the dubious ftrife of> 

Rev. Sir, 

Your affectionate daughter in the gofpel, 

M. L. 

Bath, OSi. 30, 1765, 

y> tBoJi who hvi thi Lord Jffa^ Chrtft in or about 

M— ^ — — r-f ——5 — — , Peace he multi" 

fUiitdyoufrom God the Father^ and from our 
Lord Jefus Qhrift^ through the operation of the 

T>Y the help of divjoe Providence, and the 
WS affiftance of your pravers, I came fafe hither 
hH, Saturday fe'nnight. I was, and am ftiU a 
good deal weigh'd down under the ienfe of mine 
infufficiency.to preach the unfpeakable riches of 
^briift to poor dying foul8% This ]^ce is the 
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feat of Satan's gaudy throne : l^he Lord hath ne- 
verthdefs a few names here, that are not alhamed 
of him, and of whom he is not afliamed, both 
among the poor and among the rich. There 
are not many of the laft, though bleflcd be God 
for any one ! 'Tis a great miracle if one camel 
pafies through the eye of a needle ; or, in other 
words, if one rich perfon enters into the kingdom 
of God. I thank God that none of you arc 
rich in the things of this world, you are freed 
from a dreadful fnare, even from Divt{% portion 
in this world* May you know the happine& 
attending your flate ! It is a mercy to be drove 
to the throne of grace even by bodily want, and 
to live in dependence on divine mercy even for a 
morfel of bread. 

I have been fowing the feed that the Lord 
hath given both in Bath and Brijiol^ and I hope 
your prayers have not been loft upon me as a 
minifter j for though I have not been able to dif* 
charge my office as I would,, the Lord hath in 
fome meafure ftood by me, and over-rul'd toy 
fooliihnefs and helplefsneft, I am much fupport* 
ed by the thought that you bear me upon your 
hearts, and that when you come to the throne 
of grace to beg a bleffing for me ih the name of 
Jefus, the Lord doth in no wife caft you out« 
With regard to the ftate of my foul, I find, 
blefled be God, that as mj da,y is^ fo is my 
firength to travel on, without.minduig much ei« 
ther good or bad report* 

My abfence from tou anfwers two good 
ends in regard of me. : I feel more my lfv(^d£^^\^ 
Cficy^ and iJie Aecd of ]ei^& d^t^Vi oi^ivm^xfi 
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Ghrift to preach his gofpel ; and I (hall value the 
more the worth of my privilege with you, 
pleafc God I return fafcly to you. I had yeftcr- 
day a moft advantageous offer made of going free 
coft to my own country, ( i. e. France^ ) to 
fee my mother, brothers, and fifters in the flefli, 
whom I have not feen for near eighteen years, 
but 1 find my relations in the fpirit are nearer 
and dearer to me than my relations in the flefh ; 
I have therefore refufed the kind offer, that I 
might return among you, and be comforted by 
the mutual faith of you and me. 

I hope, my dear brethren, that you improve 
much under the miniftry of that faithful fervant 

of God Mw B , whom Providence blefles 

you with ; make hafte to gather the honey of 
knowledge and grace as it drops from his lips, 
and may I find the hive of your heart fo full of 
it at my return, that I may mare with you in the 
heavenly Aore. In order to this, intreat the 
Lord to iiir up your hunger and thirft after Jefus' 
fl^ and blood, and to mcreafe your defire for 
the fincere milk of the word. When people are 
hungry they will find time to go to their meals i 
and a good appetite doth not think that a meal aday 
is too much : As you go to fpi ritual meals forget 
not to pray all the way, and to feaft your fouls in 
hopes of hearing fome good news from heaven, 
and from Jefus, the faithful loving friend which 
you have there ; and when you return home, be 
lure to carry the unfcarchcable riches of Jefus* 
dying and riling love to your houfes, in the veffel 
cf a believing heart ; let light be attended with 
warmth of Jove. Be not you fatisfied in knowing 
the wsLy to h&xvtn^ but Hi^ vn vx\mmtAv^vtl^s 
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conftantly, and joyfully; be all thoroughly in 
earneft. You may impofe upon your brethren bf 
a formal attendance on the means of grace, but 
ou cannot deceive the fearcher of hearts. Let 
im then fee your hearts ftruggling towards him, 
and if you fail through heavinefs, floth, or un- 
belief, do not you make a bad matter worfe by 
continuing hopelefs in the ditch of fm and guilt* 
Up and away to the fountain of Jefus' blood, 
it will not only wafh away the guilt of paft fins, 
but ftrengthen you to trample all iniquity under 
foot for the time to come. Never forget that 
the foul of the diligent (hall be made fat, and 
that the Lord will fpue the luke-warm out of his 
mouth. Get therefore that love which makes 
you diligent. in bufmefs, fervent in fpirit, ferving 
the Lord. 

You know the way to get this love is, iff. 
to confider the mercy of G<^ ; 2dly, be frequent- 
ly if not continually plying this faith with all 
the attention of your minds, and fervour of your 
hearts, <« Lord, I am loft, but Cl>rift bath died 1" 
3dly, to try a^ually to love as yqu can, by fet^ 
ting your affedions on Chrifl whom you fee not, 
and for his fake, on your brethren whom you 
fee; 4thly, to ufe much private prayer for your- 
felves and others, and to try to keep up commu- 
nion with God, and with your abfent brethren. 

I beg, in order to this, that you will not ne- 
gledl the aflemblingof yourfelves together as the 
manner of fomc is ; and when you meet in So- 
ciety, be neither backward nor forward to fpeakj 
edcem yourfelves every one the nieanieft ia tii^ 
company, be glad to fit at ikvt feci ol \!s\c\^»h^\ 
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if you are tempted againft any one, yield not 
to the temptation, and pray for much of that love 
which hopeth all things, and puts the heft con- 
ftrudlions even upon the worfe of things, I beg 
for Chrift's fake I may find no divifion and no 
ofFence among you at my return. If there be 
any confolation in Chrift, if any comfort of love, 
if any fellowftiip of the fpirit, if any bowels of 
mercy, fulfil ye my joy, that ye Jbe like mind- 
ed, having the fame love, beii>^ of one accord 
and of one mind. Let nothing be done thro' 
ftrife or vain glory, but in lov^lincfs of mind, let 
each efteem others better than himfelf. I earneft- 
ly beg the continuance of your prayers for mc, 
both as a minifler, and as your xompanion in tri- 
bulation i as in particular, that tHe Lord would 
keep me from hurting his caufe in thefe part8» 
and that when Providence (hall bring me back a- 
mong you, which I hope will be this day fort- 
night, I may be thoroughly furnilhed for every 
good word and work* That the bleiling of God 
in Chrift Jefus, may crown all your hearts and 
your meetings, is the earneft prayer of, my very 
dear brethren, 

Your unworthy fervant in the gofpel 
of our common Lord, 

J. F. 

P. S. I had not time to finifh this letter yes- 
terday, being caird upon to preach in a market- 
town in the neighbourhood. The dragon fliew'd 
fome of his fpite and venom to little purpofe. A 
gentleman churchwarden would hinder me get- 
ting into the pulpit ; and in order to this, curs'd 
)a/id fwore^ and took another gentleman by the 
collar in the middle of the cVvutcVv, Netwith- 
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flanding bis rage, I preached ; may the Lord 
fiiife in power, what was fown in weaknefs. 

Oakhall, Sussex, Sept, 23, 1766, 

To thofe who love or fear the Lordjefusat M , 

, , grace^ peace^ and love^ he multi^ 

plied unto you ^ from our God and Saviour Jefus 
Chriji! 

PROVIDENCE, my dear brethren, called 
me fo fuddenly from among you, that I had 
not time to take my leave of you, and recom- 
mend mvfelf to your prayers ; but I hope the good 
fpirit or our God, which is a fpirit of love and 
fupplication, hath brought me to your remem- 
brance, as the pooreft and weakeft of Chrift's 
minifters, and confequently as him whofe hands 
ftand moft in need of being ftrengthned and lifted 
up by your prayers. Pray on then for yourfelves, 
for one another, and for him whofe glory is to 
minifler unto you in fplritual things, and whofe 
forrow it is not to do it in a manner more fuitable 
to the majefty of the gofpel, and more profiatble to 
your fouls. My heart is with you neverthelcfs. 
1 bear patiently this bodily feparation for three 
reafons. 

I. The variety of more faithful and abler mini- 
fters which you have during my abfence, is nrorc 
likely to be ferviceable to you than my prefence 
among you, and I would always prefer your pro- 
fit to my fatisfadion. 

II. I hope providence will give me thofe op- 
portunities of convcrfinj «^u4 ^xvjvsx^ ^^!^ ^ 
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greater Variety of experienced chriftians, which- 
will tend to urine own improvement, and I truft in 
the end, to yours. » . .. •. 

III. I flatter myfelf, that after fome weeks ab- 
fence, my miniftry will be recommended by the, 
advantage of novelty, which (the more the pity) 
goes farther with feme than the word itfclf. In 
the mean time, I fliall give you fome advice, 
which it may be, will prove both fuitable and 
fcrviccable to you. 

I. Endeavour to improvedaily under.themi- . 
niftry that Providence blefles you with : Be careful 
to attend it with diligence, faith, and prayecii'" 
Would it not be a great (hame, if when minilters 
come thirty or forty miles off to offer you peace 
and pardon, ftrength and comfort, in the name 
of God, any of you fhould flight the gloiious 
meffage, or hear it as if it was nothing to you, and 
as if you heard it not ? See then, that you never 
come from a fermon, without being more deep- 
ly convinced of fin and rightcoufiiefs : In order 
to this, 

7., Use much prayer before you go to church : 
Confidcr that your next appearance there, may 
be in a coffin ; and intreat the Lord to give you- 
now fo to hunger and thirfl after righteoufnefs, 
that you may be filled therewith. Hungry peo- 
ple never go falling from a feaft. Call to mind 
the text I preached from the lafl Sunday but one^ 
before I left you. «* Wherefore laying afide all ma- 
•' lice, and all guile, and hypocrify, and envies, 
<< and all evil-fpeaking ; as new-born babes, de- 
*• five the finccrc milfc of the word that you may 
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3. Whbk you are under the word, beware 
vf fitting as judges, and not like crLmioals; ma- 
ny judge of the manner, matter, voice, or per- 
fon of the preacher; you perhaps judge all the 
congregation, when they fliould judge SiemTelves . 
guilty of eternal death, and .yet worthy of eter- 
nal life, thro' the worthinefs of him, who Rood 
and was condiemned at PUatis bar for them. 
The momeot you have done crying to God as 
guilty, or thanking Chriftas reprieved criminals, 
you have reafon to conclude, that this advice is 
levelled at you. 

4. When youhavebeenatameaas of grace, 
sand do not find jourfelves fenfibly quicken'd, let 
it be matter or deep humiliation to you. For 
want of repenting of their unbelief and hardneft 
of heart, fome get into a habit of deadnefs and 
indolence, (o that they come to be as infenfible, 
and as Iktle a&amed of themfelves for it, as 
fiones. 

5. Beware of the inconfiftent behaviour of 
thofe, v^ho complain that they are full of wan-* 
dering in the evening under the word, when thev 
have fuiFered their minds to wander Jfrom Chriit 
all the day long. O! get acquainted with him, 
that you may walk in him, and with him. What* 
ibever you do or fay, efpecially in the things lof 
God, do or fay it, as if Chrift was before, be- 
hind, and on each fide of you. Indeed he is fo, 
whether you confider. it ot not $ for when he vi- 
sibly appeared on earth, he called himfelf the 
fon of man which is in heaven ; how much 
more then is he prefent on earth, now, that he 
nakeshisiniindUateappearaskcevciVv^^.N^'^^ \K9&&ft. 
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confcience then, to maintain a fenfe of Us IM- 
fisd prefence all the day long, and all the day long 
you will have a continual feaft ; for can you con- 
ceive any thing nore delightful, than to he always 
at the fountain of love, peace, beauty, and joy ; 
at the fpring of power, wifdoni, goodnefs and 
truth i Can there foe a purer, and more melting 
bappineft, than to be with die befl of fathers^ 
the kind^ of brothers, the moft generous of be^ 
neb^rs, and the tendereft of hufbands ? Now 
Jefus is all this, and much more to the believing 
foul. O ! believe my friends, believe in Jefus 
now, thro' a continual now, and until you 
find you can duis believe; mourn over your un* 
believing heart, drag it to him as you can ; think 
of the efficacy of his bloodfhed for the ungodly, 
and wait for the fpirit of faith from on high. 

6. Some of you wonder why you can't be- 
lieve i why you cannot fee Jefus with the eye of 
your mind, and (delight in him with the affedlions 
of your heart. I apprehend the reafon to be one 
of thefe, or perhaps altogether. 

I. You are not poor, loft, undone, helplefs, 
defpairing fmners in yourfelves. You indulge 
fpiritual and refined felf-righteoufnels; you are not 
yet dead to the law, and quite flain by the com* 
itiandment Now the kingdom of heaven belongs 
to none but the poor in fpirit ; Jefus came to fave 
none but the loft. What wonder then, if Jefus 
is little to vou, and if you do not live in his 
kingdom or peace, righteoufnefs, and joy in the 
holyghoft? 

IL Perhaps you fpend your time in curious 
/ckfmwgs, inftead of cafting yourfelves as for^ 

lorn 
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loni fimiers at Chrift's feet, leaving it tct htm to^ 
^ds you, when, and in the manner and degree- 
he pleafes. Know that he is the wife and fove-ti,- 
reign God, and that it is your duty to lie before 
him as clay, as fools, as imfol nothing?. • 

^III. Perhaps alfo, fomeofyou wilfully 
keep idols of one kind or other : You indulge 
ibme fin againft light, and knowledge, and it is 
neither matter of humiliation nor confeffion to 
you. The love of praife, that of the world,, 
that of money, and that of fenfual gratifications, > 
when not lamented, are as implacable enemies te* 
Chrift, as Judas and Hirod. How can ye be- 
lieve, feeing ye feek the honour that cometh from 
men ? Hew then your Jgag$ in pieces before the 
Lord ; run from your DeHlahs to Jefns refolute-- 
ly ; cut off the right hand and, pluck out the right 
eye that offend you : '* Come from among Xhsctx^ 
and be feparate, << faith the Lord, and I will 
receive you/' Neverthelefs, when you flrive, take 
care not to make yourfelf a righceoufiiefs of your 
ftrivin|; remember that juftifying righteoufnefs 
is finiwed and brought in^ and that your good- 
nefs can no more add to^it than your fins diminifli 
it. Shout then, ^* The Lord your righteouf- 
nefs;'' and if you are pndpne Unvi'^n^ humbly 
and yet boldly lay, *< In the Lord have I righte- 
** oufncfs and flrength/* 

7. When I was in London y I endeavoured to 
make the beft of my time ; that is to fay, to 
hear, receive, and praftife the word. Accord- 
ingly, I went to Mr. Whitfield's Taberna- 
cle, and heard him give his Society ?kxwc&^^^x 
exhortation upon love. He \>tttMv>Bv ^l^viXtv'st 



tftiur when the wpMt St ^tn m* ^ andpaft: 
walking and pnsaobing, he would notforfake the 
afiemblifig bimfelf with the brethren, as the 
mamier of two maii^ is upon Ikde or no pretences 
at all ; oftthe corttiarv, he got himfelf carried^ 
to their meeting, and, with his laft thread of 
voice, preached to them his final fermon made 
up of mis one Yentencey. «* My tittle children,: 
*« love one another/' I wilh, I pray, I earneft- 
ly befeech you to follow that evangelical, apofto- 
ileal advice ; and 'fill God makes yoa all little 
dlildren, little in youf own eyes, and fimple as^ 
little children ;: give me leave to fay, my dear 
bretbreit, love one another, and of courfe, judgtf 
not, provoke n6t, be not fliy of one another, 
but bear ye one another's burthen9> and fo fulfil' 
the law of Chrifti yea, bear with one another'a 
inftrmitieB, and do not eafily cafl: off anf oneff. 
x»ot for fin, except it be obftinately perfifted in. 

My &eet is full, and fe is my h^rt of good 
wiftes for^ and firong longings after you all. £ 
have juft room to teH you, I hope to be with, 
yotf in three or four weekai time. O let me have 
the comfort of finding you all believing and lov- 
ing. Farewel, my dear brethren : The bleffing^ 
Of Ood be with you all i this is the earneft dt« 
fire 0^ 

Your unworthy minifter, 

J, F. 
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To Mifs H . 

XOU feem not tahave 4 clear idea of the 
happinefi of the love of Jefus, or at 
of vour privilege, of loving him again : 
Your dullnefs of private pc^yer arifes from the 
want of a familiar friendihip with Jefiia i to ob- 
viate which, go to your clofet, as if you waa^ 
going to meet the deareft friend you ever had ^ 
caft yourfelf immediately at his feet, bemoan youc 
coldnefs before him, extol his love to you, and 
let your heart break with a defire to love him 'till 
it can adually melt with his love ; be importu- 
nate, and g^t your Lord to avenge you of your, 
adverfary, I mean your cold heart. 

You afk (bme directions, to get a mortified 
ijpirit;. in order to. get it, get recolle&ed. Re- 
colle^ion is a dwelling with one's felf, and be- 
ing abftraded from creatures towards God : It U 
outward and inward : Outward recolledion con-^' 
fifts, firft, in filence, which cuts off fuperfluous 
words, fpeaks of neceffity, and that for the glo*, 
ry of God: ifcondly, in folitude, or a, being, 
wifelv difentangled from the worlds a keeping, 
quietly to one's bufinefs, or a (hutting the door 
of one's {enfes ; in an inward deep attention to 
Jefus' love, and in a continual care qf entertain- 
ing holy thoughts, for fear of fpiiitual idlcnefs. 
Through the power of the fpirit, let recoUeftion 
be ftcady even in the midft of Ijurrying .bufinefs... 
Secondly, Let if be calqrapd pcacc;ablef i Third- 
ly, Let it ble lafting: «* Watdi and ^W^v. 
^ left you enter i»to iemptaivotx.«* \ei.«iW ns^ 
H 3 «^ 
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aSiBy biewar^ of imgagifip too deep and beyond 
neccffity (nto outward things, of being captivat- 
ed or entangled in heart by any troublefome 
worldly defirtf or afiieftion ; of wilfully com- 
mitting fmall fkults^ Recolledion appears vaftly 
tieceSkry ; becaufe for want of it, prayer is ufe- 
h(hf imagination and wanderings prevail, the 
k^irt geti Ipofe and. roves every where; whereat 
we pm eafily from recoIleSion to delightful 
Arater again. Without reooUedion, we cannot 
ana out Hoi' crtt& fin in It's firft rifings ; there- 
fere it will break out in every unmortified per- 
fdn. To this I might add, that without recol- 
liAion, we cannot know or deny ourfelves to any 
Ipurpofe.' In recdledlon, let your mind z& ac- 
cording to grace, it will probaUy lead you, either 
to contemplate on Jefus crucified, dying, rifing, 
interceding* Fourthly, Watch your fenfes, fup- 
iMrefs your paffiokis. Fifthly, Keep before God 
In rcfpeftful filcnce of heart. Sixthly, Wiatch 
and follow the motions of grace, andfoed on the 
giiromires. 

But take care here, ift. To be more taken 
V^ith thoughts of Grod, than yourfelf. adly. To 
confider, how hardly recolleAion is got fome 
times, and how eafily loft, jdly. Not to ufe 
much forcM labour to raife a particular frame. 
4thly, Not to fret, tire, nor grow impatient, if 
you have no comfort ; but meekly to acquiefce 
and confcfs yourfelf unworthy of any, determin- 
jhj qiiietly to wait for the fniUes of Jefus. The 
fallowing motives may ftir you up to the purfuit 
•T recoUedion : ift. We muft forfake ill, and 
dfeto ;^ firft by recolledion; 2dly, withont 
iMAA, O^IaVfike caik\Vt\«w4ia the foul. 
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gdly. It is the only alur on which to ofFcr our 
SUkaci, 4thly, It ia inAfumentally a ladder (if 
I may fo fpeak). to afcend into God. 5thly, It 
it the rendezvous of God and the foul. 6chly» 
By it, the foul gets to it'$ centre i out of it, it 
it reftleft. 7thl^, Man's foul is the temple of 
God : Recollection, the holy of holies. 8ch]y» 
As the wicked by recollection find hell ia their 
breafib, fo faithful fouls heaven, gthly, With* 
out it, all means of grace prove ufeleft, or make 
but a flight impreffion. lochly, Recollection 
empties the foul that God may fill it. 

I give you thefe hints, not to fet Chrift afidtt 
but that you may, according to the light and 
power given, take the ftone and place it upon 
the chief cocner ftone : Cement them. with, the 
blood of Jefus,. 'till the fuperftruCture in ibme 
meafure anfwers the excellency of the foundation^ 

J. F. 



Engiijh Harhur^ in AviTiCftOA.. 
To N, G. Efq;: 
DiAft Sir, 

TH £ only exerctfe I can ule at preient fot 
the fake of health,, is to take a^row ia my. 
koat without the harbour's mouth. After SMjiex* 
curfion of this nature, I was favour'd'jwitliyoiir 
letter, and dinner being jufl brought; uJ)qa t)io 
table, I was obliged, to (fetain your boyu. TIm9 
Ulnefi you complain of, were it the wiU of 6«4 
to remove, I fhould r^ce for manyreafont, iBOl* 
wfaoUjr diveftcd ^ ftl^; SNi^9*\\s(%' <m&«:\h>»^ 
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lights I perceive the hand of mercy in every af- 
fliSion ; I cannot force myfelf to fay, that! znt 
forry for your diforder. Sicknefs, my dear fellow- 
traveller, will carry ub onour journ^ to the arms 
of Chrlfti perhaps with lefs ftumoling in our 
courfe than health. It has pleafed the Lord to 
vifit me a long time paft, fpeaking after the man- 
ner of the natural man, with a pain in my bowels, 
and afterwards with biles, which have now de- 
prived me of the exercife of riding even a mile. 
I was obliged to be fearified two days ago, which 
at prefent prevents my waiting upon you. Mv 
time alfo, whilfl I am on the ifland, wjll be much 
employed in fettling my public as well as private 

affiirs. Mr. P 's arrival [this is the nameofihS 

admiral who was to relieve the author en thatjia-- 
Uw^l will give me a little more certainty in re- 
gard to time. If it vs poflible for me, I will wait 
isfwn you before I fail. I truft in God that peace 
is juft at your (^oor, liften to the knocks, open 
and give him admittance. Depend upon it, felf 
mufi be turned out. There, mud be no rivaU 
Pray to the father of light, to expel the fecret 
lurker that has caft aveaover your fpiritual eyes, 
and keeps you fo long from peace. If I dare pre- 
fume to fpeak what I think, is fuggdled to me 
by a good being, and if my own ^irit doth not 
A?eeive me, by thy fufFerings, thou muft be a 
eho'fen fervant of God for fome extraordinary pur- 
pofes. Haillen then,' fearch thy heart and die ta 
felf, .that thou mayeft the fobner enter into peace^ 
which I pray the JU>cd fpeedily to grant thee,. 
dtou affiided one. From the.centre of' my foul, 
io I wifli thee and thine that peace which paf-- 
ftth all underftanding. How mall I defcribe the 
goodncb of God towai^^ wretched mei uowor« 



thjr of the leaft of his mercies. Would' yoir 
think It? Being in promifcuous company lately, 
I unhappily let my tongue utter things that have 
coft me much forrow, but the Lord has forgiven 
me, I have wa£bed myfelf in the blood of the 
lamb. Such, ioving kindnefi and tender mercies 
have I experienced, that I do not know what to fay 
or what to do, but humble myfelf more and 
mere in the duft. I am confounded and afto- 
ni(hed, that fuch a wretch is fo highly favoured. 
I hope the Lord will (andify me» befbce I depofil 
my carcafe in ic^s original duft. 

You mention too higher ftages of chriftiftnity 
that I have hot attained. Alas ! my friend, by the 
high cordials that are given to me to caifis up the 
Ibiritual life^ and keep it from lanmiiihing, I feel 
mt I am a ycrj weak babe in Qiriit; out re- 
nouncing myfelf to the diroftion of infinite wi£- 
dom, power iand love^^ to be dealt with as leenu 
proper to the holy deity, Ifeem to pafs thro' my 
pilgrimage with greater peace than heretofore. 
I wall be obliged to go to fea in a leaky ihip, but 
the Luyd is my guide, thro' life or thro' deatb| 
bis will be done. If it was. well pleafing to my 
Lord» I would rather be diflblvedand go to Chri£^ 
than remain in this perilous world. I will wait 
upon you before I fail if I can fit in a chaife. 
My compliments to your lady, and accept the 
&me from» 

Your obedient fervant, and 
a^fiionate brother^ 

R. T. 
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St. Kitts, June 5, 1766, 

T HO* I am truly ambkiou* of my dear 
friend's tencfcrcft afFefl:ion, yetl moftfin- 
ccrely hope, that I have fek the fevercft pang on 
the late trying occafion. O my dear, I am too- 
often fore d to aft: my foul, where alas ! where 
is all that fortitude with which chriftianity fills 
the breaft, and why this fainting in the trying 
hour ! Shall I impute it to the greatnefs of the 
caufe, or the weaknefs of myCaith f I belteveitmay 
be juftly alledged to both. However, I think 
the duties I am called to, are to hope, to ftrive 
ixA to pray, that it may be fan^fied to the fur- 
therance of the work of grace in my foul ; for 
this is certginlv the will of God in all his provi* 
df ntial difpenfations to)^ards us. I would apolo- 
f^ze to my d^ar fifter for my not coming up 
fiairs again on hearing the boat was not ready, 
but that I believe fhe toa well felt the reafon. 
One fuch a farewel as I thep took, was too much 
for unaffified nature to fuftain ; and what muft a 
fecond have coft me? tho' indeed it was one of 
the greateft pieces of fcl^denial' I have almoft 
ever ufed, to be in the ftnie houfe with fuch a 
friend, and not enjoy her company, and. when 
about to take fo long an adieu. O, my dear ^ 
fo far from abfence making any abatement in my 
affedions, I think I may affirm, that it will dai* 
ly increafe. 

I am very well fatisfied in coming in the vef- 

fel with Mrs. L — ; and as for poor Mrs. D — , 

/be and 1 were the fitteft companions that could 

be. h/i night } for we both (kpx vaow^ ftate room. 
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and when I went to bed, (he talked to me of 
lier fon» with whom ihe had parted, and we|K 
much i at the dime time I was deeply benioaning 
my abfent friends, but particularly my bofom 

iriend, my dear fifter G 9 whom I am not 

sbie to think of wiAout leans, and many a ftop 
have they occafioned in tbefe few lines. O may 
my deareft friend's rcpofe be this and every 
flight fweet and falutary ; may (he reft in the arms 
^ the ever prefent God of love. If it be his 
ivill concerning us, may we meet again on earth, 
to fhare each other's griefs and joys, to enjoy 
each other's company, and to be the' happy in^ 
Aruments of eternal good to each other's fouls I 
Sut if this much*tobe-de(ired lot fhould ne'er 
be our's, O ! may we both fleep in God's ap- 
pointed time in the dear Lord Jefus, and iii the 
morning of the refurreAion, awake all bright and 
glorious, like our Head, never to hear of part- 
ing more ! fo prays. 

Your (I truft) unalterable, and 
moft affe^onate fifter and friend 
in the beft bonds, 

M. L. 



London, Dec. 6, 1766. 
To F. G. 
My dear Brother, 

1 CONFESS it feemed ftrange to me, that 
you fhould ceafe to write when you had no 
ferther ufe for me in temporU things, yet did not 
my foul forget ygu or your's befoctt\\^ \jk>\^. X 
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might fay (with a good man I have read of) that 
if every chair in my room could fpeak, they could 
hear witnefe, that I have not omitted to make 
mention cf you and your's by name, any day 
fince you left Leudm. And thanks be to him 
who has commanded us to love one another, and 
wtlLaccept our imperfe£l petitions. 

My foul d/0es continually praifs God for Jefus 
Chrift, and for the falvation that is by faith in 
him ; feeling, I think, more than ever, the need 
my foal has of him, as my wifdom and ftrtngth. 
But rodeed he rs continually my light and life; 
without whom, I ^o not now endeavour to think 
or a&, and never do I lo«k for, or defirethatmy 
foul may he in this or that frame, only that' I 
mightfee the way he leads me, and follow him with- 
out reluctance. He has lately deal t very gracioufly 
with me, (hewing me what it is to put on Chrift, 
or to be a partz^ker of the divine nature, which to 
me appeared infinitely above all I had hitherto re- 
ceived. This alfo I find, muft be received by 
feith ; for I feci myfelf as incapable as ever, to 
do any thing to merit the- leaft favour^of God. 
But bleflfed be the Lord that hath removed that 
unbelief, my heart felt the burden of for many 
years ; now every promife is to me, *' Yea, and 
«< Amen in Chrift Jefus," and well it is for my foul, 
that it is thus eftabliflied on his faithful word ; 
for tho' it is a truth, that the Lord has taken a- 
way the root of fm, and that I find conftantly the 
witnefs of the fpirit, as well as a conftant tran- 
quility of mind, yet do I find many weak- 
nefles, and greatly fall fiiort of perfect obedience. 
My foul cries out for love, and hungers and 
AizAs to dwtU in love, and dius to be united to 
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htm, who 18 my all in all. O my brother, foU 
low after love, and be not difcouraged at any 
thing you Ml contrary thereto. RemembcV 
Jefus is Jehovaht truft him with your foul, offer 
it up to him, iit whatever fhite it is. Seek not 
for this or that frame ; pray only for an increafec f 
faith, for this is the prefent fubfiftence of all ve 
can hope for, and it is more pleating to God than 
all we can do orfufter tho' it be with a view to 
pleafe him. Perhaps you have not yet confiderM 
the importance of faith. I know both nature and 
the devil will prefs the foul, to look'at this or 
that within us to beremov'd, or this or that dif- 
pofition acquired, before we can enjoy the love of 
God. This you will be more acquaints.* J with, 
if you fct yourfelf to pray for faith alone, and are 
determined to continue, 'till the Lord fhines up- 
on your foul in a manner he has not yet done. 
And there ncSed be no fear, that while you are do- 
ing this » fome corruption will prevail, or that you 
fhall be furprifed into fin ; tho' I believe, the 
powers of hell will endeavour by all means, to 
diforder the foul, and caufe it to give iipit*s hope$ 
but by this exercife, we more immediately com- 
mit ourfelves into the hands of Jefus, who will 
never fail us, but fecretly encourage the foul to 
prefs forward, by making the promifes more evi- 
dent to our view. If I did not know the weak-> 
ncfs of man, and the devices of Satan, as I havd 
for fome years paft, I fhould not think of thusf 
Writing to you, whom God has made a teacher of 
others; but if it Ihould not be. needful, vou will 
I know, forgive my freedom. The bleffednefs I 
find in believing the word of God, and refting 
on his faithfulnefs, I cannot enough recommend 
to you and others ; for to me^ Vk« \^ ^ \.\vA ^^^^ 
1 ^"^^ 
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ner ftone, the rock of falvation, favi^ me from 
care, fear anddeiire, tho' I never fek more weak* 
neis in foul or body, and my ciroun^anee in life, 
would be a continual exercife of pain, but the 
Lord keepeth me, my treafure is in heaven, and 
. my heart purfuetk it. The Lord grant that you 
and your's, may fix your iled&ft eye on the cru- 
cified fon of God, and from him receive light in 
his word, and the work of his grace, fo that your 
fouls may be eftabliihed in love and purity. 

I am your affe£tionate friend and brother, 

G. C. 

xxSooocxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

My Dear Sister, 

YOU may perhaps be a little furprifed at a 
letter from me, but nothing has induced 
me to write, but the hope of being fomewhat 
fpiritually ufeful to you, and I muft beg of you 
to receive it with candour* 

The Lord ftill continues his loving kindneflea 
and mercies to me ; fo that I have a conftant 
fenfe of the truths of eternity, and know that 
Jefus is Jehovah, that he fearches the hearts, 
and knows the fecrets of every foul ; that he 
ihall judge us at the. laft day, and I find that his 
gofpel is the power of God unto falvation. This 
induces me to pray for you, for I know you have 
had fome {ively impreffions of the truth ; and I 
hope they are not quite erafed from your mind. 
But is there hot great need to ree^d our Lord's 
WQrd$, to ilrengthen the things that remain, and 

are 
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9r^ ready to die, inafmuch as be has told us^ 
tkathis rpirit flksril not alwajs ftrivewith man, 
that except we are born aeain, we cannot enter 
into th^ kingdom of God, and has aiked us, 
** What (hall it profit a man, if he gain the 
«* whole world and lofe his own foul V Let me 
intreat you then to enter into yourfdf, and fee 
what yoit have benefited by all the pleafures of 
life. Hav^ not years and experience taught you, 
that happinefs is not to be obtained by any thing 
under the fun ? that there is little elfe but weari- 
ncls, pain, and forrow here ? But the children 
of God, whofbiJQW his guidance in fpight of all^ 
pofTefs righteeufnefs, peace, and joy, in being . 
united to Jefus, and have eternal life in and thro? 
him : and will not you feck after this blifs i 
You know the way ; the crofs you muft uke up, 
and be much in prayer f without continuing in 
which, there is no coming to the knowledge of 
the truth : Sin hath fo hardened the heart andf 
darkened the underftandin^, that we cannot 
know our true Aate of foul, but by the light of 
the Lord fhining within us. 

O be afraid of not knowing yourfclf, left thro* 
this ignorance you ihould be eternally feparated 
from God. You have feveral times bad a fenfe . 
of your loft eflate by nature ; but you have turii*- 
ed away from the Lord, before he has made 
known to you the forgivenefs of fins, and there* 
by grieved the holy fpirit : Wherefore let me in- 
treat you, when you read this, to <^er yourfelf 
up wholly to the Lord, and jemeinber yuur 
backflidings^ and endeavour to bring forth fruit 
meet for repentance. . Be diligent to redeem the 
dme ; for die woik you have to Ao v^Ntr^ ^^"^-^ 

1 g^ "MN^ 
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and the time aHotted ytni may be much Iborter 
than you imagine: Slight not the means of 
grace,, take all oppoitimitics to hear the word of 
God, And there where diey endeavour to lay 
open die (ecrets of the heart : Beware you do not 
entertain prejudices againft the mefiengers of 
Chrift Jefus ; for he has faid concerning them» 
** He that defpifeth you, defpifeth me, and him 
*^ thatfent me:" Be upon your guard withrcfpeA 
to falfe friends, and thofe that fpeakfmooth words. 
There is a good work which is always in your 
power to perform, but I fear you are not much 
inclined to it ; that is, to make to yourielf friends 
fbf the mammon of unrighteoufnels, as our Lord 
terms it. 

For mine own part, I hare very little hope 
of the grace of God taking deep root in you. 'till, 
air you are able, you (hew mercy to the poor. I 
am perfuaded there can be no excufe for this, but 
that of nature's cpvetoufhefs, ovec which you 
fiiould ftrire to get the vi^ry : If you are yet a 
flave to the cur^d fear of poverty, fo much the 
more need you have of that faith which overcom- 
eth the world. I doubt not that you know, 
and fometimes feel the want of faith, and at fuch 
times, you believe the truths of the gofpel, and 
wi(h to he a partaker of that knowledge of Chriit 
Jefus, which is an union with him, and gives a 
fenfe of the fotgivencfs of fins. Is not this the 
reafonof yourloiingthe knowledge of thefe things, 
the conftabt free ccmverfation you have with that 
infidel woman, who is with yoii I What ! will 
you love her fo well as to go to hell with her i 
And is (he ndt hafting thither? Does fhe not 
tresLd in the fteps of her late maffer, both of 



tHcm dcfptfmg tKe Lord* that" b0iij;lit tBtm ?' F 
cannot thinly that your foul- will profper^ while- 
ttic is with 3rou. Uo not think it a little fin^ tO' 
entertain, and cleave tothe enemief of our Lehl. 
I read of St. Jolmj that going once inio- a batb^ 
and feeing there a public deffMfer of the* blefled^ 
Jefus, he jumpt fpeedilv out, fearing (as he faid) 
left the bath fhould fall upon him while that he^ 
rttic was there*. 

Thbreforf, ir you have - any dilbint hope;, 
that Chrift will mzkt himfelf. manifeft in you^ . 
put away from you^ bis,- and your enemy, for 
ib (be really is^, whatever excufe you may make 
for her : Lay afide every weight, the fins which fo^ 
' eafily befet you,, and touch n6t the unclean thing. 
If this be too Irard, too mueh ta do' for Jefus, 
and the fi^Ivation of' your foul, how will you 
bear a guilty confcfence in the hcur of daa^, at 
the awful tribunal, and* afterMfard the. gnawing., 
of th^t worm which' never dies,, and that fire * 
which is never quenched ?' The greateft difficulty 
is at fttting out 9 ' therefore- ftrive,. pray,, offer 
yourfclf freely to the Lord^ and he will help your 
infirmities, for he doth not defpife the day of 
fmall things : Confefs your fins freely' to hio^. and 
he will give you to hate them, to be mpre ac« 
quainted' with the deceitfulnefs of your* -heart, 
sMidt will give you Areogth to run the way ofv 
his command«nents«. 

This- is^ the way, my fiRcr, to true felicity:^;', 
^r, in this way, Cbrifttis revealed, wlien^we 
find the gofpel is indeed»thc power of God unto^ 
ialvation, the free forgivenefs^ of our paft fins^ 
and thefenftifying ofcjur iv^xux^v'^^^'^^^^'^"^ 



commandments tre no longer grievous, m. tbe 
keeping of which there is great reward; at the 
iame tune we receive the earneft of our inherit 
taace, and he opens to us his invi&Ue and glorious 
kingdom i a kingdom, my lifter, that is now of- 
fered to you» O caft it not away I which you may 
<b, if you do not make ufe of the prefent mo' 
ment* Refled a while, what kind of fpirits would 
now be ready to receive you, if your foul waa 
leaving your body -^ can you find a dired anfwer ? 
If Chrifiis in you, with eagemefs would you fay,^ 
^^ Thofe bleiTed fpirits, who minifter to the heir^ 
^< of falvation.'^ That it may be fo, attend to> 
what has been delivered, look into your hearty 
meditate on the long fuSerihg of the Lord towarda 
you, and let his love lead you to repentance. 
Now clofe in wth Chrift, and fay, " Lord ! 
*^ though I have long kept back from thee» I now 
*« yields and fink by dying love compejl'd, and 
^ own thee conqueror. * 

May the Lord give you to read this as I have 
wrote it, in much prayer, and dired you in all 
things that may be for your fpirituai and eternal 
T, and bring at lail into hia cceleftial king- 
my dear after, and 

Her aficAionate friend and fervant, 

a c. 



^ 
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LoNDOK, yfug 4> 1762, 

To Mifs G G . 

Dear Sister, G — 

HAVING wrote by the pacquct, I b^Kcv^ 
I £houId have omitted this opportunity, her 
rng iiot yet pofleft of that lei Aire, which 1 hopp 
foon to enjoy ;. but that I feared my o^hcr letters 
might mifcarry, and thereby my friends think 
me capable of a negledt, which is far from 
my defign, or inclination, as nothing can |ive 
me greater fatisfa^iion tbnn the favour of their 
correfpondence. I afTure you, I begin to be al* 
moft impatient at the long forced filence that, ha? 
been between us, as I really find myafFedlions no 
}e(s attached to yourfelf, and the w hole family^ 
than when I was prefcnt with you. I trufi all ia 
well, both fpiritually and temporally ; and that 
you find our ever gracious Lord daily carrying on 
nis work in your foul, enabling you to live more 
and more by faith in him who loved you, ani} 
gave himfelf for you f this, a« of every other bjct 
fing that attends you, I fliaU greativ rejoice JtQ 
hear. I defire to be thankful, that tie hath prcr 
ierved me, and brought me hkher in fefety, and 
that the means I now enjoy^ have been accom^ 
panied with his bleffing. 

O ! let us prels to the mark. let m plead hi9 
power and love, which to all a- like extends. O I 
what great things hath God in ftore for tbofe.that 
love him ! greater h]3 virord afiures us, than it hath 
ever entered into the heart of man to conceive*- 
Let us therefore^ my dear fifter» come boldly to 
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And if fo, T can no more allow myfelf to write 
trifling letters, than I can to fpeak idle words, al^ 
which I muft be accountable (or at the great au- 
dit. If all I fpeak ihould be ta edification, by 
parity of reafon, all I write fliould alfo ; and 
therefore it woqld undoubtedly be my wifdpm fo' 
to watch over myfelf». at that at! I ^eak, and 
write, may have that tendency. 

For this reafon, except when I write uport' 
neccflfary bufmefs, I only write upon fpiritual fub- 
jeds, and not believing that fiich. would be agree- 
able to you, I have declined troubling you witbc 
my letters i but conceiving,' by coming to a little 
knowledae of your difpofition, that fuch matters 
' as I would f^uTc to treat upon, will be lindly re- 
ceived by you, I have ventured to be thus unpo- 
lite;- 1 fay unpolite, becaufe to talk of, or write up-- 
on fpiritual things, is generally reckoned fo by thofe 
who are flaves to the worlds minding nothing 
elfe but. pleafure and vanity, how to get riches, 
and honour. But as I am hot yet certain, whe- 
ther I am an agreeable correfpondent, I would be 
cautious of being tedfoui, by faying too much on 
religion, IVft I ttkould by it try your patience, and 
make you dillike*the fubjcA. Neverthelefs, as I 
am anprehenfive you are pretty gay, and enjoy a 
good mare of the pleafures of life,, permit me to 
tell you, that this woHd cannot give the pleafure, 
or fatiffy the foul, as the religion of Jefus Chrift 
will. But then obferve^ that if you would be 
benefited by it, you muft be truly religious, and 
unrcfervedly devoted to God ; and this v^ilh not 
make you dull, and melancholy, as thofe imagine 
who are flrangers to fcriptural.chriftianity, for it 
wMI make you really happy, and nothingelfe can*. 
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It is certainly true, what the world calls rdigion 
or chriftianity, is a fad, mopi(h thing, confifttng 
-only in form and ceremony, and denying our- 
ielves fenfual •enjoyments, without pointing out 
to us thofe of a much higher nature, and ah eter- 
nal duration, and thereby depriving us of plea- 
fure altogether ; and this is owing to their having 
no notion of the work of the Holy Ghoft upon the 
fcifl, and the fptrituaUty of the law of God, 
which is holy, jufl, and good, fiible religion 
then is that, which affords us folid fatisfaflion, 
enables us to rejoice at the approach of death, and 
qnalifies us for glory, and an everlafling inheri- 
tance ; for it is ^kid dwelling in us by his Spirit, 
^nd having fellowfhip with the father, and his fon 
Jefus Chriit; or in other words, it is an union - 
with Chrift, in and thro' whom, we are recon- 
ciled to God, and enjoy a Tenfe of the forgive- 
nefs of all pall fins. And of this, a foul 'can no 
more doubt, than a condemned malefaAor let 
out of prifon, can of his pardon and liberty. 

It is alfo a change of heart, a new inward crea- 
tion, by which all old things are done away ; as 
flavifh diflbreflinK fears, diftra6ting anxious cares, 
ialfe hopes, mifplaced affe£Vion, unholy defures^ 
vain confidence, and a reitiefs fpirit that can be 
hsy>py in nothing; and all things become new, 
as the fear of God, whereby the foul fears no- 
thing but fin ; the cafting all our care upon him, 
who careth for us, and therefore being careful 
about nothing, but how to pleafe God and fave 
our fouls ', a well grounded hope, full of immor- 
tality and glory ; the love of God fhed abroad in 
the heart, confirainingusto love him, his govern- 
ment, his law, and die crofs of ]«C\x^> Vtiv^'v^ 
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tru\j preciousy and all other things, which wt 
fliould love only in fubordination to him ; defir- 
iiig k greater meafure of his fpirit, and that God'^ 
will may be done in us^ by us, and upon us ; an 
uiifliakcn confidence that we have redemption in 
the blood of Jefus, even the forgivcnefs of our fins, 
snd that he is our portion, our life, our God,, 
and our all, who will with-hold from us no man- 
ner of thing that is good ; will deliver us from 
all danger, and comfort us by his fpirit under e- 
very affli£lion ; depending upon him alone, for 
ftrenglh and wifdom to perform every duty, and 
to. avoid every evil, and a confbint refting in God, 
the fountain of all happinefs, mm which fprings 
up in the heart the peace of God, which the 
world knows nothing of, and cannot take away, 
fior afflidfcion of any kind deftroy, and a joy that 
is unfpeakable and full of glory. 

Now my fifter, but experience all this, and 
then you fhall take, if you can find a relifh for 
them, pleafure in worldly things, or the vanities 
of li^e. Either my brother, or his wife, can 
(hew you thofe fcriptures, which prove all that I 
have ailertcd, and fend you to a few, as I could, 
if you were here, to a cloud of witnefTes of thefc 
things. That God, may add to the number, 

my iiftcr G , has been, and fhall be the prayer 

of her 

Very aflfeilionatc brother, 

F. G. 
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• -London, 'F^h. r;, 1767! 
My d?ar Brothbr» • . , . . 

MA Y the God of peace^ and fcvc dwell fii 
you, and he is indcpd In them ^^holfclicve 
in him. What caufe Is there then Tor piinffjil 
fears, or anxious cares for- the future ?- Enougli 
perhaps you will fay> while I feel my- foiil cort- • 
trary to his dtviiie nature, and my wtll .incIinM 
to chufe and. afl: for- itfclf.. True*," if God hid 
comiDajrfded us, -by our bwn^wifdbm and ftrengfli 
to pui]geout dje oW-leay'etn} i)ut is.not 'jcftis 
made to us wifdom, rightcoufncfs^ fajiftHfcatioA, 
aud redemption I It is to be fear*d, we rely, more 
on ourfelves, than the alt-fiiffidcncy oF him -who 
alone can fave os. ' . ' '. . : . ! 

Perhaps few whp believe, will* iVibfcrfbe to 
thi? i but if it be not io^ whythofe •doubts- artd 
evil apprchenfions ? Why the hope' of being bet- 
4ter to-morrowi or Weft'd by •this-perfon, of In 
that means? Is Chrift Jehovah ? Is ke » fpirit'? 
Does. hcj&U heaven and^ eartji ? Does he know 
the ftcrets of all hearts? And is It^ iAith, 
that he inhabits the 'Jbi/ls of betievei's ? I^y no- 
thing now of his love; let that fp^ak for ititlf, 
as it certainly will, Jf you do not fmgther and 
keep it buticfd as it'v^re tinder lisfbellef. " Prafy 
then more abundantly for faith, f^om Whence ^i 
other graces fpring : X mean not a c^nfir ftiatioii 
of this, or that partieutar truth ; b*Jt» for a lively 
fenf? of Ghrift di^Tfltng'in you, •rtotwithflamliitg 
an the corruption whtch remains. Thti hearc 
' is hi5 temple j whfcre he manifeft^ Vvv'«v\vVV' v.'^'^^ 



humble and contrite ones : Wherefore he fays to 
every unrcgenerate foul, " My fon, ^ve mc thy 
** heart ;" wherein he would fct up his kingdom 
and reign : How much more then does he require 
it of thofe whom he hath feparated from the 
world, and given them his fpirk, and made joint 
heirs with himfelf ? Look for Jcfus in you, and 
wherever you are, feek to have him with you, in 
hearing, or reading, in public or private prayer, 
and in whatever you do, or intend, embrace him 
heartily as he is oiFer'd to you, and you will be 
fure to have him your wifdom, n£hteoufne&, 
fandification, and every thine : So live by the 
faith of the Son of God, and your peace, life, 
and every grace (hall be retained and increaied. 

I know there are many perfons and things that 
hinder the progrefs of the foul, or more properly, 
feem to hinder ; but they cannot poffibly do it, if 
we keep ourfelves in the means, and from evil 
reafonings. Let us fimply, and freely lay thofe 
things before the Lord, and the enemy feall get 
no advanta8;ie, and we fhall furmount every 
temptation. 

O my friend i endeavour after this inward 
life, it is ^he life which is hid with Chrift irt 
God, and will be confummated in Glory. Blef- 
fed be Jcfus Chrift that my heart feels what I 
write. The Lord is my portion indeed ; niy 
foul was never more united to him : Though bo- 
dily pain and weaknefs increafe, and my difor- 
der is fuch as fometimes to hinder my attention 
to the word of God, and to render me incapa- 
ble of thinking, yet my fpirit is never pain'd, te- 
CAixit my foul is fixt on him : And through free 

grace. 
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grace, my wife goes not back, and, I hope, 
crcafcs in faith and love. Laft Sunday was 



e, in- 

^.^..«.» ... -• ^"^ 

wedding-day, and we were enabled to praifc the 
Lord for the union. 



May Jefus urtiteyou and all your's in the bonds 
of .the new covenant, and prefent us all to his 
father and our father without fpot, or wrinkle, 
or any fuch thing, is the prayer of 

Your siffeflionatc brother in Cbrift, 

G. C. 



' London, Jan. 19, 1767. 
Mv DEAR Friend, 

YQU will undoubtedly be furprifed to hear, 
thaf this will be the laft time I fliall write 
to you. The Lord, my moft gracious God and 
Saviour, has laid his hand upon me, by 19 con- 
fumption, and I have fcarce ftrength to write for 
convuliions ; but the Lord keepeth my fplrit free, 
and my foul is fixed on him. I can fay but little, 
tho' I could defirc to talk largely to you, of the 
excellency of Chrift Jefus. I befeech you and 
your family to prefs into him, that you may ex- 
perience the full efficacy of his moft. precious 
blood, for I am ftill a witnefs, that he faves to the 
utmoft all that come to the father thro' him. I 
pray God more abundantly to bleis you all, by 
giving you to be clofely united to him, who is 
the principle of life, and bleflednefi, and am 
Your ever fiacere fttend^ 

K % ^^ 
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To the fame. 
.My dear Brother, 

BLESSED be the Lord fpr his loving kind- 
nefles and mercies towards us $ let us offer 
him all we are, and ^I we have, and never take 
ourfelvcs out of his hands ; feeing we find by ex- 
perience) that all things work for our good, and 
his will is our fan&incatton. As we have then 
nothing to fear, let us believe his word, which 
telis us, that in the world, we (hall have 
tribulation i but that in him, we (hall have peace : 
we may thefefore coqoie. with boklnefs to thc^ 
throne, and make our requeft known to him ^ , 
for whatfoever we fhall a(k the father in his name,^ 
he wiH 4o it- "/Aflcy faith h?, and ye (hall re- 
** ceivei that your joy may be fulU" O ! my 
brother, continue. to .afk 'tilt all unbelief fhaU 
be removed ; the promifes;lie open before yott^ 
go up and poflfefs the land of peace, where i* 
quietnefs and afTurance for ever. 



I will now inform you of Che Lord's late: 
dc^alings with me. About ten days before 
Chriftmas, I was taken with a cough and fpit- 
ting, which I took for an afihma from the dif- 
ficulty of breathing ; alfo, becaiife I had that 
difordcr about ten years ago : laccordingly treat- 
ed it as fuch ; after I had been afflided aboat a 
month, Ifoundmyfleih was greatly decay'd, my 
lungs were ulcerated; I fpitted thick matter, and 
the pain in my breaft, as alfo down my back, and 
all the mufcular parts of my body, was great, and . 
increafing daily; from all which, I knew it m.Uft 
have been a confumption, and could have but lit- 
t/e hopes of life. 1 itven gaive up my felf to th^ 
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l^ord^ detcrminrng that hefliould be my phyfici^n, 
for I would have no other ; and if he pleafed to 
dire£l me to any fimple thing, I would thankful* 
ly make ufe of it. I thought I would look into 
Mr. W — ^'s primitive phyfic, but I deferr'd it 
for two days j on Monday fe'nnighc I defired my 
wife to make fomeneat's-foot jelly, (as pxefcrib- 
ed in the above book) tha' I knew not, that I 
ihouJd ever make ufe of it, becaufe the night be- 
fore profufe fweats came on, and I was then ex- 
ceeding weak, conVulfed from head to foot, and 
the fever very violent,, fo that I did n6t exped to 
fee the day light : I found no guilt upon my con- 
fcience, tho' a fenfe of my unfaithfulnefs caufed ^ 
me to (bed a few tears, and I was able to give 
myfelf into the hands of the Lord with perfeQ re- 
iignation, and not to defire to be in any other 
ftate of bo^Jy, my petitions being all fummed up in 
thefe wcJrds, ** ihy will be done." Before mom- 
i^ig the fever was abated ; at eight I arofe chiefly 
to write to you, but the convulfions being very 
ffrong upon me, was the caufe of my wrfting to 
you as I did in my laft j foon after which I went 
to bed, apd about one o'clock got ^ little fleep^ ; 
when I awoke, my wife broughjt me fome of ihc 
jelly, which I jobk twice bef<>fe nighr, and fourxl 
fome eafe >, the pain in my brcaft began to go off, 
and I found a.little ftrength ; the ne>^t day I could . 
tafte my food, and my appetite returned, fo that 
I^rew ftronger day by.day ; and now, bicficd be 
Qotl, tl^ fever, is removed, my fpitting is lefs, 
my lungs are healing, and my pains affwaged j all . 
this hath be wrought, and to me it is a kirid of 
fcfuirreaion 'from the dead. I thank him that he 
h^ not only thus reftored me, but given me a 
confidence that he will hcves; (uffct rcv.^ xs> ^vxx>- 
i K 3 ^vT& 



gainft him, but will perform all his great and 
precious promifcs in me. What is too great 
for oiir God to accompUfh in the believing 
foul ! ' • 

' I pray God your heart may be diipofed to re- 
ceive with thankfulnefs, evcrv vifitation of the 
Lord, and that by thcfe as wdl as his divine ope- 
rations^ and outward blcfBngs, you and your 
family may ihcreafe in feith, power, and love. 
I remain. 

Your, affediojiate brother in 
our only Lord Jefus Chrift, 

G. C. 



Sir, O^oiir 2O9 1765. 

1 Should certaintv have anfwered your obliging 
letter from Ireland^ bad not the late date oc- 
cafioned me to believe, ^that yoo would be gone 
from that place, before mine could have reached 
your hands; but having received your favour 
from Antiguay and an opportunity now offerings 
I embrace it, to acknowledge my fenfibility of 
tl)ie kindnefs you have ihewn, in retaining a re- 
membrance of fo unworthy a perfon. 

I really felt fome concern for your fpiritual in- 
tereft, upon your leaving a part of the world^, fo 
highly favoured with the gofpel, and abounding 
with chriftian friends, and returning to a place 
wiiere tbofe privileges have been (o much flighted, 
fuppofing it would expofe you to many trials, and - 
the more /b> as wc were atthat say time in ex- ' 
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pc£tation of Mr. G— — 's coming to En^land^ 
and the melancholy'refledlion that your brother 
who did once run well, was now turnM afide ; and 
perhaps (faid my forboding fears), inftead of 
firengthening his brother's hands in God, will be 
the unhappy inftrument of leading this poor tra- 
veller (to Zhn) into bye paths alfo 5 but God,who 
is wont to be better to us than our fears, has by 
his grace fupported you hitherto, and has alfo in- 
dulged you with a continuance of Mr. G a- 

mong you, which how great focver the crofs is 
to us, lam perfuaded is for the furtherance of his 
work in that ifland. O ! ^hat the people would 
know how to prize fuch a burning and iQiining 
light, and improve the tender mercies of God to 
the falvation of their immortal fouls ! May your 
mtnd be flayed upon the living God, and your 
firm purpofe be to ferve and glorify him, tho' it 
be in the very firej k fhall your feet be keptfron^ 
every fnare, and your quiet fpirjt enjoy perpctuat- 
peace. Atnidft thebufy whirl ef this tumultuous 
life, he is all-fufficient, a heart- fatlsfyihg good; in 
his favour there is life, his name is a flrong tower, 
and his children have a never failing place of re- 
fuge and defence* O what is all the world in 
competition with an intereft in Jefus ! It is worth 
bartering every temporal cbn(ideratk>n, to gaia> 
this central point of blifs fupreme. 

I {hou!d be glad to hear, that your brother had 
fome apprehennon of the fad exchange that he ha» 
lAade, in quitting heaven for earthy and in Aif-^ 
fering the God of this world fo to blind his tfts^ 
as to occafibn him to take the fubflance ^r a iha'^ 
^dpw, and the fhadow for a fubftance. O that hy 
. '^an intcrpofition of divine gracQ^ hft \^v\ ^txsRsasx- 



I "6 ] 

1)cr from whence he is fallen ; repent, do his firft 
works, and return to his firft love ! for furely he 
mtft yet acknowledge, that it was better with hir» 
in thofe happy feafons, than it can pofHMy be 
now, oven amidft all the fmiles of fortune. Alas ! 
may the foul refleift, what is every otlier enjoy- 
ment to me without my God ! 'tis he alone can 
fatisfy my large dcfircs, which gafps for more 
than .earth can give, and is too capacious to be 
faciated with fublunary jojs. PJeafe to give my 
refpe^s to all your family, my beft wiflies attend 
tiiem; and that you. Sir, may profper in your 
own foul, and be an inftrumeot of conveying the 
favor of grace to all with whom you have any 
converfe, is the fincere prayer of. 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

M. L, 

To the. R^pvcf'end Mr. J. F. 

yan. J 767. _ 
My deAh Friek^d, 

I Was- for a about a fortnight ^n happy witnefs 
of the.unfcigned. faith. and unwearied patience, 
of my dear departed fifler, who is now. with God 
in glory. She .was not fufiered to entertain the 
ieaft doubt or fear of her ialvation, toward the 
dofe of her long and painful jHnefs, though flic 
was not favoured with Vjcry bright manifeftations 
of the reconciled Father's Igvc, 'till (he was con- 
fliAing with the agonies ot death, which laftcd 
upwards of four hours. Then (he declared flie 
could fiBg the believers fong, *' O death, where . 
** is thy ftingi O grave, where is thy ^'iftory ! " 

And 
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And in that blefied interval of time, many.fweet. 
and evangelical expreilions dropt from her trem- 
bling lips, from which the true believer , in the 
f^me awful circuitifiances, might gather much 
comfort and {lability. ** I rejoice (/aid (be,) 
" that I am faved by grace alone j this will 
'^ heighten my happinefs above ! A finncr faved^ 
*• Mercy I Mercy!" When {he was a{ked by' 
my fifter, *« What is the world to you now, my 
*' dear ? " She replied, ** No more than a bit of 
•* burnt paper, only my friends that arc in it.'* 
Perceiving my mother and fiRcr to weep over 
her, fhe took theni each by the hand, and ten- 
derly (aid, " You grieve me : Why do you 
^* repine at my happiiiefs ? I am going to glory*. 
*^ I am full of matter, but I want breath to ut- 
<* tcr the half of what I feel: This is the hour 1 
** have long waited forj; and now I have nothing 
*• but a profpeft of happinefs befote me." A 
few days before her death, (he p'ropofed a 
queftion, which both pleafed and improved me i 
" Do you think, brother, (faid (he,) th*at de- 
'• parted faints know what is done uppn earth ?** 
I afked her, why (he enquired ? She chearfuUy 
replied, ^* Becaufe it would give me pleafure to 
•' know, that my friends went on well in the. 
•* ways of God." Herein her love fo us was 
like that of her dying mafler's (whofe fteps (ha 
followed) to his difciples, of whom it is record- 
ed, that having loved his own, which were in 
the world, he loved them unto the end. To the 
young woma^ who watched with her, (he 
faid, " "Strive to make your calling and c\t^ion 
** fure. What is the world to me now ? If I had 
" not an intereftin Chrift, I (hould bemiferable 
" at this time." On Saturday CN^^^^w^^\iW^s|Jv^• 
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formed the next day was the Sabbath, << I truft 
((aid ihe) ^* I ihall then begin to fpend an eternal 
** Sabbath," I left her upon Saturday in the af- 
ternoon, and on Sunday^ about one o'clock a 
nefTenger brought me word, that fhe died that 
morning at half an hour paft five. It made fuch 
an impreilioii on my wife and mc, as, I truft. 
Will remain with us unto death. 

To part with fo amiable a fjfter, from whom 
I had received much good inftru6tion, and many 
other favours, was very grievous to the ilefb ; 
but the confideration of her being releafed from 
a life of pain and fickneis, and tranflated toglo^ 
ry, reconciled me to the otberwife affidHve rro- 
videiice, and inclined my heart to blefs and 
praife God for his goodnefs to her. Between ttn 
and elevejifj^is morning, my mother, fitter, and 
felf, atteivled her to the grave, to pay her deferr- 
ed body the lafl kind ^ce of rriendfhip: ^* 
was interred in Berwick chapel, clofc by theTC- 
mains of my dear father. The fight of both 
co0ins called loudly, " Be ye alfo ready, for at 
** an hour ye thirtK not, the Son of Min com- 
•* eth." There were in the chapel few Ax^. eyes 
of thofe who knew her manner of life and con- 
vcrfation. She was one of thofe few names in 
cur Sardis^ who had not defiled their garments ; 
and fhe is now walking with Chrift in white, 
the apparel of the faints. My dying fitter left 
yourfelf, and people, a legacy of 4ove and good 
wilhes for your fpiritual profperity. I am 

Dear Sir, with great fipcerity, 

vour affc&ionate brother in Chrift, 

T. H. 
To 
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xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

To Mrs. H , 

January lOi 1767. 
Dear Madam^ 

IH E A R D laft night the news of Mifs H— n*s 
death.; as the flroke had long been threatned 
]rou, and ihe had thro' mercy refigned herfelf to 
it> I truft it hath not found you without the fhield 
of refignation^ patience, and confidence in God* 
A fparrow you know falls not to the ground with- 
out his permiffion, much leis can a me^nber of his 
Ton fail into the grave without his "direction : 
Surely he is infallible, he hath chofen the better 
pj^rt Doth for you and your daughter; he hath 
tdtcn her out of her mifery, to tranflate her to 
the place where the weary are at reft, and to give 
you, by removing her, an opportunity of caring 
for your ioul, as you cared for her body. Now 
what have you to do, Madam, but to put your 
hand upon your mouth, and fay, <* It is the 
** Lord, he gave, and he hath taken away, 
*• bleffed be his holy name.** If you forrow, let 
it be in hope of meeting her again all gUrious 
within and without, whom you lately faw fuch a 
fpedacle of mortality. David obfcrved in tfie 
leffon for this morning, that the love of Jonathan 
had been better to him than the lore of women : 
O ! dyf^l much upon the confideration of the 
love of jefus, and you will find it far furpaffes that 
of the moft dutiful children ; and comfort your< 
felf by the believing thought that Jefus lives, 
lives for you, and that youx" daughter lives in 
him, where you will foon meet her with joy as 
an incarnate angel. 
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I am with prayers for you and Miis F » 
to whom 1 wifli much confolation in her never 
failing friend, owr blelTed Locd, 
'DsAR Madam, 
Your unworthy obKged (meant in Chrift, 
•■ ■■■■ ■ -^ : ■ ^ -_ J^F. 

To Mrs. H- . 

January^ ijbf. 
D^A|t Madam, 
jrT was only laft night I received the account 
1. of Mifs Hr ^'s death: Ihe letter was de- 

. I^ed by the waters being out. I wifli it had 
come fooner, that I might have been among the 
firft of her abfent friends, who fliould have ex- 
prefs'd the regard they had for her, by condoling 

' with, and endeayouring to comfort the dear pa- 
rent {he has left behind. 

» Bbi^ieve me, dear Madam, I fee the affli^- 
on you are labouring under in foaie of it's moft 
aggravating circumftances, but your own mind 
will, I feJUTy too often dwell on thefe. Fain 
would I have you do as David did ; when his 

vchild was dcaci, he put off his Tack-cloth, he 
wiped away his tears, and in patience poflefied 
his foul. Nay you are not a Jew, as David was, 
but a Chrifiian. I would have you go farther, 
and in this, as well as every other circuroftance 
of lifq, ** Rejoice evermore, ?nd. in. every thing 
*^ give thanks ^ ao4 you have the higheft reafon. 
to do fo. Let me jufl mention a few things, 

that ibould lead you to gratitade and praife at 
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thts feafon. Be thankful that you are calleVI 
chcarfuUy to refign fach a dear comfort into the 
hands of God, and, by this niearis, have a nev/ 
proof that you love hini better than daughters, 
or fons, or all the vrorld : Be thankful, that you 
have fuoh an opportunity given you, to fhew 
to others the excellency of the. religion of Jefuf, 
■which can make fuch a tender parent eafy, chcu- 
ful, and happy, under the lofs of fuch an amia- 
ble and beloved child : B6 thankful, that ymi 
have enjoyed the blefling fo long, and have bc^fn 
fo often refreflied, quickened, and comforted by 
her prayers, converfation, and eXMnple.. O ! 
Be thankful, my deaf Madam, thkt y6u>have 
been the mother of a child, who has^don'e fo 
much honour to religion, fo much good tdoi}iers» 
who is raifed to fuch dignity and glory; and ns 
made a citizen of Zion^ a companioMi.ofangds, 
and is before the throne. day jind jbight givint^ 

f lory to him, and to the Lamb for evejr and ever, 
le thankful, that you have got one otiier band, 
which ufed to tie you to earth, broken ; and 
have got one other loadftone to draw your heart 
and a^edliona to heaven, where Jefus is, and 
where dear fifter H-^-^— iar. • Be thankfol,- th^t 
you have fucR reafon to hope you fliall fee &8r 
again with joyy" dwell with hej* id. glory, and 
together celebraie'thc riches of divine grace for 
ever. • 

And now, juft turn your eyes, from the glo- 
rious, tranfporting profpccb, for a finale momctrt, 
and think, what caufe for thaokfirincfs you have, 
arifing from other quarters. Think, how m wiy 
«fFe£bionate children you have yet remaining: 
• O ! think with gratitutic, how a kind Provvi^^^:^ 
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has fo ordered your worldly circumdances^ that 
you caa now eafily do without her whom God 
has taken : Think) how many friends you have^ 
(amoneft whom, I beg you will with the great- 
eft confidence place me,) who will never fee you 
want any comfort in diis Jife, which it is in 
their power to adminifier. I might mention many, 
circumftances more; but when your mind is 
once turned into this channel of praife, it will find 
out numberlefs more, which I cannot be acquaint- 
ed with. Let then the hands which hung down 
with forrow, be raifed up in thankfgiving, and 
the eyes which w,ept for grief, -now weep for joy. 
I am fure this will be pleafing to God, and have 
the moft happy tendency to prepare your foul to 
follow your dear daughter, to follow Jefus, who 
is alfo gone before^ and to live with both for ever. 

Believe me to be. 
Dear. Madam, 

Your fincere and aSefiionate 
Friend in Chrift, 

R. G. 



To the Rev, Mr. J—. W— . 
Rev. Sir, 

I Have often felt a grateful fenfe of the divine 
goodnefs, in inftru£ting the children of men 
in that pleafing art, which fo alleviates the pain 
of abfence, and compenfates for the lofs of the 
agreeable and profitable converfe of thoie we par- 
ticularly efteem and regard, by enabling us k> main- 
tain an intercourfe, while at the greateft diftancie, 

which* 
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"Strhicb though imperfeA, is produdive of much 
fatisfa<aion, and frequently anfwcrs many valu- 
able purpofes : And as I highly prize this privt'* 
lege, efpocially in your correfpondence, I could 
not but be fenfibly concerned at the lofs of your 
kft favour ; and the more fo, as I flattered my- 
fclf that as a father to his child, you would have 
fpoke your fentiments freely upon the important 
ftep I have been influenced (I truft by the di- 
vine guidance) to take; which, if approved of, 
would have afForded me great pleafure ; but as 
that failed, in coming to handy I could wifli to 
intrude upon your goldea moments for that in* 
duJgeiKe to be repeated ; and am more abun*^ 
dandy anxious, Mr. G-* ^■■ ' having been inform- . 
ed bv Mr. F— • of your indi(pofition, from 
whica we fo trnly defire to hear you are per- 
fe^y recovered. O } that your days may be 
prolonged, that the pleafure of the Lord may 
profper in your hands, and that though late, you 
may obtain a full reward ^ and that among the 
.many children which you may prefent to him 
who gave them to you, I may be numbered, is 
the ardent prayer ot'.^ . . 

Rev. Sir, 
Your afFeaionate danghter in the gofpel, 

M. L. 



1 



To Mifs S— G- 

iVw 13, 1765* 
Wrote a long letter to my dear S — foon aC 
ter tay removal from Lmdon^ viV\c\w\ ^v\«^^ 
La ^^ 
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ed for. you at Sir G — C — , and cannot doubt 
of your having received it, though I have been 
difappointed in the pleafing expe&ation of an 
-anfwer; which, if.it had contained only two 
lines, giving mc an account of your and your 
brother's health, would have been extremly fatis- 
factory ; efpecially as it alfo would have been 
a tender proof of the continuance of that afFe£li- 
on, you have fo frequently exprefs'd. 

I hope it was not the fcrious fubjeft of my 
letter, which has deprived mc of the pleafure, 
and that you will not plead the excufe of many 
others, that you cannot write upon fuch topics, 
as I fhall always receive your letters afFe£^ionate* 
l^y be the theme what you pleafe ; . though I 
(hould certainly rejoice to find you more attenr 
tiv(^ to this fo intereiling, fo important a con- 
cern, and which is the only bafis of foHd happi* 
icfs. 

Perhaps among many other olge6Wons to 
my. reafonings and aflertions upon this head, 
none may have greater weight with you than a 
delufive notion, that you are too young to make 
jcliglon your fole aim as yet, or it mdy be you 
have feme confufed ideas that my principles are 
quite repugnant to the Church of Efigland: But 
thcfe may foon be obviated } the firft, by duly con- 
iidering the frailty of our mortal ftate, and the 
va{l uncertainty of life, inftances of wtich are 
fo continually offered to our obfervation, that it 
is needlefs to ufe arguments to convince us of a 
p6int that is fo clearly prov'd by experience 'r 
and the latter, by firft acquainting yourielf with 
.oun do£trine> and then comparing ■ it with the 

iVrticlu 
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Articles qT the Chorch ; and indd^ed the one is 
fo eoiirdy confident with the other, that I ne^d 
onl^ to diredl you to the latter^ in order to be . 
fuily mformed of the former. 

Let my dear fitter read the ninth, the 
eleventh, and thirteenth Ahicles which are in 
■ her own Prayer- Book, which aUb are more fully 
explamedl in the Homilies, and would be.wortn ' 
your while to: purchafe and perufe, as they would 
make you better acquainted with the principles 
you yourfcl^ profcfs, ai\d you will there fee the 
fundamental points on which the Me.thoi>ists 
infift }, and, O ! that you would ferioufly i-efleft 
that you, my dear, are greatly interefted therein^ 

These are. the things, the knowledge of 
which makes for your peace : True fpiritual re- 
ligion is as neceflary for this in life, as in death, 
f(^r rhey and only they enjoy the prcfcnt world- 
who live in a conftant preparation for a better r 
igio which, may propitious goodnefs* adminiftet . 
an ai)u,ndant admittance to 
' My DEAR S-*^ — , ■ 
* ■ ' And her affeSioaate Sifter, 

. ■ •■ G — . . 

( ... 

To the fame. 

JV3, 20, 1766. ■ 

I Am pleafcd the theme, of my laft letter was* 
rrot ciifagrceabJe to my dear Mer, z& I flia)! 
bf encouraged thereby now to enlarge a InWlW 
iu>oa In ifTii/orta it 4 fubicQ: ^ \\a6 ta^^^otw A^- 
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ti^e foul of fiifan. My dear girl may think me 
vfun, in attempting to write upon what numbers 
imagine ,theaifelve3 unfit for; but I regard not 
the applaufe of the creature ; if I did, I (hould 
never have joined the defpifed (though happy) 
pfiople called Methodists: The winning of 
tpy dear iifter over to Chrift being what 1 aim 
at, I am wiilipg to be thought meanly of, fo my 
end ihould at laft be anfwered. 

. Permit me then with all plainnefs to aflert, 
what I can very cafily prove^ if the word of God - 
nlay be depended upon, that you, my dear 
child, are under very dangerous mifVakes in re- 
gard ,of what concerns your moft important in- 
tereft ; and in order to make this appear, I muft 
remark' upon your own words. And firft, you 
affure me, that you do not think your youth any 
reafpnable objedtion to your making religion your 
fqle aim ; though immediately after, you are for 
poftponing it, like Fcelix, to a more convenient 
foafpn* B^t O ! remember, we do not read that 
he ever enjoyed or improved fuch a feafon j nor 
are you fure that you fhall, except you catch 
the prefent golden moments as they fly. Second- 
ly, I am no lefs amazed than grieved to hear 
you a few lines farther, fay, that you flatter your- 
felf, that as yet, you have no great fins to anfwer 
for: Alas! my lifter, have you ever read the 
22d chapter and 37th verfe of St. Matthew, 
where our Lord fays, that the firft and greateft 
tommandnfient is, thou flialt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and that tho fecond is 
like unto it, the loving of thy neighbour as thy- 
iclf ; and declares that -upon' thefe two hang all 
^e law. and the prophets. Let me U^g of you 
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to try yburfelfby this touch-flone, for I cannot 
imagine you are (o void of underftanding as to 
(uppofe you love the Lord in this manner, while 
your heart, inftead of being entirely engroflcd 
byhim^ is more attentive to the pleafurcs, cuf- 
toms, and manners of this prefent vain delu- 
five world. Then obferve, if you have broken 
the tirft commandment, you have tranfgreffed the 
moft comprehenfive one of all ; and confequent- 
ly if you die under the guilt of it, will be num- 
bered with the chief of fmners. But what do 
you make of original fin, the total depravity of 
our nature ? You have been taught in the Churdi 
Catechifm that we are born in fin, and by nature 
the children of wrath. Perhaps you have adopr-> 
cd the vulgar error, that we are regenerated in 
baptifm ; but the fame Catechifm alfo teaches^ 
that the walbing of water is only the outward 
and vifible fign, which will avail us nothing, 
except when we grow up to riper years, we re- ^ 
ally experience the inward and fpiritual grace. %. 

J 
You alfo feem to fpeak very lightly oi the gid-; i 
dinefs of youth : But does God in his facred wordi ' 
make any fuch allowance ? Quite the contrary*- 
You will find in Eccief, xi, 9. the confequcnce* ^ 
of a young perfon's rejoicings or being merry ia j 
his youth, and walking in the way of Ttis heart:: 
" That for all thefe things, the llord will bring 
*♦ him to judgment :" A thought, which for ft's |s 
weight and importance, is enough to abate all: ^ 
the force and vigour of youthful vanities. Our: 
blefTed Lord alfo informs us, that in the day of 
judgment, we fliall give an account for every 
idle wQrd that w« havefpoken. .: ''s 
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' Let not my dear S— — thcit talk of 
corrc£^ing her imperfe<Siion8, but know, that fhe 
has need of an entire change of hearty and that 
this is the gift of God by the operation of his 
bleffed fpirit : And this mi^ty work, if not ac- 
complished in* the fhort day of hfe, before the 
night of death comes« will render our exiftcncc 
a curfe, though infinite good nefs dcfigned it for a 
b^eiling. And irotwkthftanding this is the work 
of God. upon- the foul, yet it muft diligently be 
fcught after and -carefully attended to by us y for 
God exhorts us in his holy word to '^ aJfk that 
** we may receive, to woik out our own falva- 
« tion with fear and trembling, and to give all 
*< diligence to make our calling and eleflion 
^* fure," We are certainly fent into the wwld 
to glorify God, and to be ufeful to our fellow- 
creatures 'y but how this valuable purpofe can be 
anfweredin the enjoyments of what, in the lan- 
guage of a miftaken worlds arc called innocent 
atnufemwitSi 1 learn neither froDi fcripture, . rea- 
fon, nor experience. I rather think thofe are 
pcrfons who live for noJie but tbeitifelvesj and 
none are wjorthy the name of Qhriftians, who 
do not endeavour to do all poiiible good to the 
bodies and fouls of men^ and ihofe who love 
God are conflrained, from that very puinciple, to 
maintain good works of every kind 

I did not fuppofe you. meant to refleS upon 
my opinions^ becaufe I had fully proved them to* 
be the (Jame as thofe of the cftabliflied Church, 
of which yx>u pfofefs yourfelf a member ; nor am 
I tenacious of them as principles derived from, 
man, but as being fhe revved will of Gpd, l* 
would not hv/^ you imagine^ that I deduce the 
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hap{$ine6 I fpeak of ih mine own foul, as arifing 
from my being joined to any particular fcft i 
for nothing can render an immortal foul compleat- 
ly fo, but the confcious jsnjoymcnt of the divine 
favour and prefence; and thi$ unlf>eak^ble blef- 
fing is fo unconfined and free, that every one may 
experience it who will feek it with, all their 
heart, be they of whaiu -ever. Church they will : 
Our Lord, the purchafer and difpo'ev of. this 
-pearl, oflFers Itto all, faying;, '' Whofoever is a- 
^^ thirfl come, and Hi bim take of the water of 
♦* life freely/' Revei. xxii. 17. 

O ! that you. would fearch the facred pagea, 
not curforily, but as one deeply int«jrcttcd in 
their import, at the feme time humbly imploring 
the aififtance and diyine iiluminations of the Ho- 
}y Ghoft, who at firft didat^d them, that, they 
might be <* a. lamp to the feet, and i light to 
•* the path"- of poor erring mortals, who, with-r||ij 
out them, would haue wandered, in ceafeleCt^' 
^nazes of deplorable uncertainty, but now hlaye 
no cloak for their wilful ignorance. . Thai you 
may receive and enjoy the extenfive benefit, they 
pf offer, is. the finrere wiih of. 

My BEAR S 's . , 

afftaionatc fifter. 



Jugr{/} 25, 1766; 
To the fame. 
SHOULD have anfwered my dear fifter's 
Inter immediately, had not my dear friend 

Mrs< 
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Mrs. , been extremely ill at the time I re- 
ceived it. She is now recovering^ and I have 
taben the earlicft opportunity of congratulating 
you upon the agreeable circumftance you therein 
inform me of, your intended marriage, the fo- ' 
lelnnitiesi of which, (according to the time you 
mention,) are, I imagine, over. lam plcafcd with 
the chara£ler of Mr. S — , and doubt not, but that 
your friends have your wetfaie fo much at heart 
as to make a proper choice in fo material a point ; 
befides which, to be happily difpos'd of in fuch 
a relation, is in a pecuUair manner to be afcribed 
to that indulgent providence, who fweetJy con- 
dtt£^s fhe a^ifs of h^man life : Atrd as it is a 
matter of the greateO: importance, it will be your 
intereft, as welt as duty, to implore the'divine 
Uefiing upon, anddtnedton iathisnewfitiuuion; 
fot the' you may have a fur proipcA of temporal 
felkity; youihould alv^ays bear in mirtd, that 
J0W chief bapplnefs confifb in the knowledge 
and favour of God } as that not only fwcotens the 
'«ti9«yMents ^ Ufe, but is alio a fHre fupport a* 
tnidft all the viciffitudei thereof; and the only 
means to enable ub toclofe the lafl foene well. You 
know, that however unpolite it may appear to 
the modern world, the fctipture accounts them 
onlpr wife and happy^ who afc always mindful of 
their latter end, and conftantly preparing for fo 
aVFul and uncertain a period. That every change 
in life may augment your blifs, is the earnett 
prayer of. 

My dear fider. 

Yours very afFe^ionately, 

Cr . 
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To the fame. 

THE afFe6lion I bearmy dearfifter, renders 
her long filence at any. time in no wife 
pleiifing ; not that I impute it to want of regard, 
for I cannot do that injuftice to one, who tho in- 
groflcd in the moft important affairs in life, and 
in the midfl of a variety of gay circumftances, 
has been punftual and frequent in writing to me. 
No, my dear, I muft acknowledge your conftan- 
cy, and on that account, as alfo from the tender- 
nefs I have always experienced towards you, fin- 
cerely rejoice and congratulate you upon every in- 
dulgent providence. May the ftate into which 
you are now entered, be always attended with 
every plead ng occurrence, and the happihefs you 
now experience be augmented, as lime rolls round ; 
and may kind heaven exempt you from vicifli- 
tudes and every grief. ButO! my dearcft filler, if 
this (hould be indulged, permit me to add aiKKher 
full as ardent, and ftill more momentous wifh, that 
fuch mercies may be fuitably received, an J n^ake a 
due impreflion on your heart ; in order to which, 
there muft be unfeigned gratitude, deep humility^ 
and a conftant remembrance that <* bleffings here, 
*< arc trials, not rewards, and (hoiild alarm us full 
^^ as much as woes, and awake us to their c|iure 
•* and confequehce." Thi^ you know, is Dr. 
Young's juft fentiment; they are not, my dear, 
intended to obliterate from our memory, our 
mortal ftate, nor the things that are cternarl ; but 
rather being freed from many vexations that are 
apt .to diftra£i: the thought, we may be the 
more capacitated to remember that awCvA ^^tv^^ 
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vft fliall (tho* ever fo agreeably fituated) find a 
difpenfaiion from every fublunary concern. Alas ! 
What is our life ? It is even as a vapour, that ap- 
pcareth for. a very fliort duration, and then our 
place knoweth us no more; but .if we acknovr- 
ledgc God in all our ways, and feek his favour to 
crown every other bleffing, we Ihall have our 
names infcribed in the Lamb's book of life, and be 
had in everlafting remembrance. I know the 
polite world would think this advice very unfea- 
fonable at fuch a jun£^ure; but I have learned, 
that whatfoever concerns our future blifs, is al- 
ways opportune ; becaufe we are creatures of a 
da}', and no age, or circumftance, however pleaf- 
ing can fecure us from the fummons, we muft 
one (tho* now unknown) day receive. Ifincere^ 
ly hope, that as your family, and confequently 
your duties increafe, you may be diredled to a 
difcharge of them, that fo each may prove a 
. fource of happinefs. 

Mv fifter B has a very poor ftate of 

health, and the winter tries, her much. Our 

friends in J were all well when I heard 

from them lalB:, which is a few weeks fince. 
My fifter, brother, and nieces, fend their kind 
love to you, Pleafe to remember us alfo to Mr. 
S — , whom, though unknown to us at prefenf, 
we muft efteem for your fake, and whofc health 
and happinefs, together \yith ypui^s, will always 
augment that of, 

. My DEAR Sister's, 

Moft-aiFe<Sionate> 

G . 



To 
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XX 

To Mifs M— . G— . 

AS I very tenderly love my dear Mifs P — > and 
therefore am truly folicitOus for her happi- 
ncfs, I could not but greatly regret your abfence 
laft night, when I think we had one of the 
moft profitable meetings I have ever experienced 
in my clafs. I believe the Lord was prefent of 
a truth, and almoft every heart was quickened, 
and every bofom warmed by the animating ac- 
count that Mrs. M gave of the Lord's gra- 
cious dealings with her foul,' which was fet at 
liberty the night before at twelve o'clock j when, 
as {he was praying and weeping, he was pleafed 
to pafs by, and (he related as clear a fenfeof 
his pardoning love as I ever heard. Some of her 
cxpreffions were as follow: " I can now truly call 
** Jefus, my Lord and my God : I have no 
*< fear of death, nor the leaft fenfe of guilt ; but 
«< I feel as a new-born babe, and the name of 
" Jefus is fweeter to my cars than words can 
« defcribe." She faid that (he was fo full of di- 
vine love, that nature could fcarce fupport it, 
but was really fick and overpowered by it. 

When my dear love reads this inftance of 
the grace and mercy of the God Ihe feeks, let her 
waiting heart exult in the pleafing expedlatlon; 
that this happy lot (hall foon be your's, and 
doubt not of the ability and willingnefs of God 
your Saviour, for he will n©t difappoint your 
» moft fanguine wifhes. Remember that compre- 
henfive afTertion, that he will do more Cot xi.'s* <!csa!Pv 
we can alk or think, Mav voux iov\\«. ^\^?«^ 
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out after him, may every gracious defirc be in- 
creafeJ, and all the blcffings of indulgent heavca 
be paured upon 

My dearest Mifs P— — , 

and her truly aiFedionate, 

M. L- 

/>*. 15, 1768. 

Dear Sister, 

I LONG to have you joined to the Lord in 
one fpirit, that you may be happy in him. 
But how fhall it be cfFefted ? With great facili- 
ty; if you are but reconciled to God, and can 
but believe that he is already abfolutely recon- 
ciled to you. Should this appear ftrange news 
to you, fcarch the Bible, and you will find it 
really fot If God was in Chrift, reconciling the 
world (even whilft it lay in the wicked one,) to 
himfelf, you might with great propriety fay, God 
was in ChKft, reconciling me to himfelt ; inaf* 
much as the world there, as well as in moft parts 
of fcripture, if not throughout the whole, com- 
prehends all the fallen race j and if every indi- 
vidual, then confequently you. 

I would afk, if you doubt the truth of this 
aflertion, whether you do not believe, accord- 
ing to God's infallible word, that Chrift taftci 
death for every man ? And if fo, did he not die 
for you, and bear all your fins ? Did he not pay 
for you the debt you had contrafted, and could 
ntv^t difcharge, and make all the fatisfa£tion di- 
vine yu/iice could requite ? If it be thus, what 
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farther demands can God have againffi you? 
Why none ; for he is fully fatisfied, his wrath is 
appeafed, and he ready to acknowledge you his 
child, which he will, as foon as you believe the 
report. 

Since this is the cafe, there can be but two 
things which keep finners from th»s unfpeakablc 
bleffing. The firft is, they are not themfelves 
reconciled to God; therefore, though God is 
reconciled to them, they remain ftill wretched 
.and miferable : And how fliould they be other- 
wife, feeing that both parties are not agreed 5 and 
if two do not accord, and the one efpecially is 
at perfcift enmity againft the other, can they poffi- 
bly walk together ? God being reconciled to fin- 
ners, avails them nothing, whilft they fi^ht againft 
him, trample upon his laws, difdain his govern- 
ment, reje£l his offers of mercy, continue in fin 
becaufe he is good, and thereby remain irrecon- 
cileable : But in this clafs, I do not place you» 
Therefore I Ihall proceed to fliew fecondly, the 
next thing which deprives poor finners of the 
bleffing, and which I really believe is the only 
reafon why you do not enjoy it 5 and it is this : 
The not believing that God is reconciled to them. 
For if he is, and they are reconciled to God, 
what hinders ? Nothing furely, but unbelief; for 
• « he thatbelieveth^ hath eternal life," and in ano- 
ther place, " is pafled from death unto life :" And 
theapoflle Ptf«/ affirms, we are all the children of 
God by faith in Chrift Jefus. And 'till a finner, 
though never fo diligent and fincere a feeker, be- 
lieves that God is reconciled to him, he caacw^^ 
be happy ; and how fliould he, ^YM^ \^ \xoa.- 
gines that the wrath of GoA a!ci\^Oici ^twV\^^ 
M 2 ^' 
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Or is it poiBble that he fhould love God, be- 
fore he believes that God has firft loved him ? 
" We love him, (faith St. John) becaufe he firft 
** loved us." And if we do not believe that he 
loves us, and therefore not love him, can we 
enjoy true felicity ? No certainlv, it is abfolute- 
ly impoi&ble. And if God To loved us, as that 
whilft we were yet in our fins, he faid unto us, 
<^ Live;'' it is a proof that he was reconciled 
to us, (though not to our fins,) while we were 
yet finners ; for God cannot poffibly love what 
he is not reconciled to ; it is a eon trad i£iion in 
terms : Then it follows, if God was not recon- 
ciled, and loved us not, while we were finners, 
and in our blood, thai He never will be recon* 
ciled to us at alL 

Now I verily believe that God is reconciled to 
you, and that you are to him; and that there- 
tore nothing remains for you, but to be firmly 
perfuaded of this great truth, in order to enjoy 
the peace of God which furpafTes all underftand- 
ing. Yet, if you ihould after all fay, though 
it be true that God is reconciled to you, that you 
are not reconciled to him, I would afk you, 
arc ycu not grievetl that you have offended 
him ? Do you not defire to love and obey 
him in thought, word, and deed ? That you do 
not, is it not your burthen, and at times intole- 
rable, almoft too heavy for you to bear ? Have 
you not put yourfelf under his government, and 
do you not approve of all his laws, as holy, juft, 
and good ? Have you not given up to him your 
children, yourfelf, body and foul, with all your 
concerns i Have you not chofen him for your 
portion^ and do you aot ?ttStt Vvvm \» Ufe itfelf. 
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and all created good, fo as to be willing to fuffcr 
any pain, and the lofs of all things rather than 

frieve him i If it be fo, as I really believe it is, 
will be bold to affirm that you are reconciled 
to God, as I will venture to affert that he was 
reconciled to you, long before you had a thought 
of turning to him ; for had it not been the cafe, 
he would never have given you the power to feek 
him, or created in your brcaft a hatred to fm, and ^ 
a defiretolove and ferve him. He offers tofmners 
. the grace of repentance becaufe he is reconciled, 
and not to reconcile them firft to himfelf, that he 
might afterwards be reconciled to them. But, 
^ as a prince, from his benignity to rebels, makes 
the firfl overture, and offers pardon to all that 
will throw down their arms, and fubmit to have 
him reign over them ; (which clemency is there- 
fult of his reconciliation, and the ftrongefl proof 
of it,) fo that nothing is required of them but to 
be reconciled to their prince, which implies a 
fubmitting to his government, and owning him 
for their fovereign, when again they enjoy all 
their forfeited privileges, and have a right to ex- 
pt<9: his protection : Or, as a father that is re- 
conciled to an undutiful fon, is grieved to fee 
him deftroying himfelf by riotous living, offers, 
even before he begins to amend, to receive him 
again into his favour, and acknowledge him for 
his child, if he will but be obedient for the fu- 
ture; which concefEon he would never have 
made, had he not firft been reconciled to him. Is 
it not then plain, that this proflFer is the effeit of 
the father's being reconciled, and that it cannot 
pofTibly be the rcfult of the child's repentance^ 
who ftill goes on in his wicked cqnx^^^X ^^^ "^^^ 
deed were the latter, r«!Cciuc\\ftA> ^vv^/Cw^ s.^\xx\^^ 



C 138 3 

not, he mrould not be influenced to.ibe kind to 
him by any thing he could fay or do ) Where 
there is no reconciliation, experience teaches us, 
no favour is to be expe^:ed. : Juft fo it ftands 
between God and us : For were we reconciled lo 
Godj and he not to us, in vain (hould we pray 
to him to have mercy upon us ; but as this is not 
the cafe, (for which all thanks and praife be afcrib- 
cd to Jefus Chrift,) but the reverfe, the Lord's 
embajQadors are fent out to befeech us, as it were 
in Chrift's ftead, to be reconciled to God. Had 
the queftion been aik'd St. Paul^ why he did (b 
befeech us, his anfwer would undoubtedly have 
been, becaufe God is already reconcile to you, 
and therefore nothing is wanting to make you 
happy, but to be reconciled to him. Wherefore 
whenfoever we find a hatred to fin, a love to 
God's laws, and a defire to ferve him, we may 
aiTuredly conclude, that God continues reconciled, 
and that we have not out-lived our day of grace, 
for thofe things which I havejufl mentioned are 
the blcfTed cffc^s thereof. What remains then, 
but that my dear fifter believe the report, or the 
glad tidings of great joy, as called in the gofpel, 
that fhe may enter into refl ? But let her obferve, 
that according to St. Pauif we muft believe with 
the heart, and not with the head only, for that 
is unto righteoufnefs. May the Lord help you 
lb to believe I 

Notwithstanding I write thus, that no*- 

thing remains but for us to be reconciled to God, 

after believing that he is really reconciled to us, 

in order to be happy ; yet I would not be fo un- 

<feriiood, as that this happinefs canfpring up in the 

Aui without an umoa WV^ ^ \ftR.&d Jcfus^ 



from which we can only derive it ; but that the 
not being reconciled to God, or the not believing 
that he is fo to us, or both, is the grand, (if I 
may not be allowed to fay, the only) hindrance. 
For though it be true, that God is reconciled, 
yet we are not pardoned, or acquitt^, and con- 
sequently not accounted righteous, any more than 
we can receive the privileges of children, *till we 
are in Chrift, when we immediately receive the 
witnefs of our acceptance* This dof^rine, I 
think, muft appear clear to an unprejudiced mind, 
when he confiders thatChrift is Itiled '* the Lord 
•* our righteoufnefs ;*' for I would afk, why is 
he fo called ? but that becaufe when we are in 
..him, we are accounted righteous by virtue there- 
of, and acquitted as fuch, our former fins being 
no longer imputed to us, inafmuch as Chriit 
bore them all in his own body on the tree: 
•* God made him terht fin -for us who knew no 
** fin, that we might be made the righteoufnefs 
•* of God through him ;" that is, by being unit- 
ed to him. And as we are thus ^< accepted in 
** the beloved," fo aire wc fanflified in him, fan Ai- 
fication beginning as foon as we are juftified, or 
united to Chrift : Therefore, that which is the 
caufe of our juftification, is thecaufe of the other 
alfo; for it is as impoffible to be joined to Chrift 
in one fpirit, and not derive from him a degree 
of his nature or divine image, as it is abfurd to 
fuppofe that we can be efleemed righteous out of 
him ; and as the union increafes, fo does fandli- 
£cation. With regard to farther particulars, I 
refer you to a fixpenny TraA, intitled, ^ Tna- 
it ft m Chrifiian PtrfeSfUn. 

I think no reafonable awakened perfon will den^ 
the above to be (€riptvii:al \ wA SI \\>b%^ \x v^ ^ 
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ftrong proof that the dodrine of Prcdeftination 
cannot. It can't be fuppofed, without altering 
the juft notion we have of God, that he is infi- 
nitely holy, and good, and therefore loving to 
every man, that he fljould aflfurc us in the ftrong- 
eft terms, that he is in Chrift reconciled to us ; 
and as a proof of it, commiifion his embaffadors 
. to befeech us to be reconciled to him, and fend his 
judgments, as well as denounce threatnings, in or- 
der to drive us to a reconciliation to himfelf, as al- 
fo endeavour to draw us to it with tender mer- 
cies and loving kindneffes various ways, and with 
great and precious promifes, befide complaining 
and expoftulating with us that we will not come 
to him that we might have life, and fwearing by 
himfelf, as he could fwear by none greater, that 
he willeth not the death of* a finner. 

It appears to me then beyond difputc, if 
God is reconciled to all the world, (and if he is 
not, fin abounds much more than grace, and that 
fcripture which fays, " God was in Ghrift re- 
«< conciling the world to himffelf," is falfe,) 
then all the world, that is to fay, every child of 
Adam^ who have already made their exit might 
have been, and all who are now upon the earth, 
or fhall hereafter be upon it, may be faved ; and 
that all who are, or fliall be Wl, periih be?- 
caufe of their obftinacy, and for their not being 
reconciled to God, and not becaufe that God waa 
not reconciled to them, and made it impoffible 
for them to be faved; No, very far from it; 
for God being reconciled to the whole fallen race, 
he, as a kind father, offers that grace to every 
•individual, whereby ^11 may be faved ; but that 
the grace is f ejeAcd and flighted is too true from 
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daily experience, as it is alfo clear from that 
plaintive interrogation of the Lord's, *« Why 
" will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael?'* And lamen- 
tation, *^- Ye will not come to me that ye might 
•* have life :" Which would have been unjuft, 
and a mocking of his poor creatures, did he not 
make it poflible for them to have come. And St. 
Peter boldly aflerts, that *^ God is not willing 
" that any fliould perilh." Blefled be God, he ^ 
doth not deal with us after this manner : He is 
truly fincere in all he fays and docs j infincerity 
belongs not to him, but to man. * 

These words of St. PauPz in his firft epiftle 
to the Corinthians^ xv, 22, *• As in JJamM die, 
** even fo in Chrift fhall all be made alive," fuffi- 
ciently evince, that the merrts of Chrift*s death 
and fuiFerings extend as far, and reach the whole 
human race without exception, as fhe demerits 
of AdanC^ difobedience has. Obferve the fcope 
of the apoftle's argument : ** As in Adam AH 
*< die, even fo All \ how many ? Why as in the 
firft Adam All die, even fo All in Chrift, the fecond 
Adam^ (hall be made alive. The words evenfoy 
as well as the word «//, are very emphatical, and 
deferve peculiar notice. The fame apoftle, in 
order (as one might imagine} to make this impor- 
tant truth plain, and keep it from being pervert- 
ed, fpeaks as clearly, though more largely upon 
it, in the 5ih chapter oi his epiftle to the Ramans^ 
" But not as the offence, fo- alfo is the free 
** gift. For if through the offence of one, many 
*• be dead, much more the grace of God, and 
" the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jefus 
*• Chrift, hath abounded urvto tcv^v\>^^^ ^^ '^ 
he had faid, the cafe bttvj^^w vV^ ^^v:.v.^^ "^^^^^^ 



[ 142 ] 

gift is in one fenfe fimilar ; the one ftretcbing it- 
fc\f to as many as the other, though in another 
fenfe it is not fo, as the benefits we miprht receive 
from Chrift is much more confiderabic than what 
we fhouJd have received from yf^iam had he flood. 
If by the offence of one, many were dead ; 
(hall not the grace of God, and the gift by 
grace, which is by one man, Jefus Chrift, be 
much more efficacious, and abound to many, 
even to as many, as the offence hath ? Were the 
apofHeto anfwer thequeftion, he would undoubt- 
edly reply. Yes furely. For fliall the tranfgref- 
fion of one, and he a creature too, extend far- 
ther and prevail more, than the grace, and the 
gift by grace through Jefus Chrift, who is God 
over all, bleffed for evermore i Could It be fo ; 
the parallel drawn by St. Paui between the firft 
and fecond Jdam would in no wife be juft. 

** Where fin abounded, grace did much more 
•* abound." Rom, v. 20. But can this be true, 
if the greateft part of mankind are unavoidably 
damned, even infants who never knew any evil ? 
And if faving grace is not purchafed for, and 

. given to all, whereby all children dying without 
aiStual tranfgreffion, are eternally faved, and free* 
ly offer'd to others, after their own fins, when ar- 
rived to riper years, have feparated between 
God and them, that they may be redeemed from 
all iniquity ? Unlefs all are reftored by the fe- 
cond, as all were loft in the firft JJafn, and are 
accountable only for their own fins, and not for 
their firft parent ; grace doth not abound more 
than fin, but fin more than grace. Now this is 
the thing the apoftle is endeavouring to prove from 

the above fcriptures, and 2lV?^w% x^ b^ VvU mean- 
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ing, without farcing the words, and nothing elfe 
can (except the greater benefits and bleflings that 
might accrue to ev^ry one from the fecond repre- 
fcntative, than could from the firft) ; the fecond 
ftepping into the place of the firft, gives life to 
all who died in him. ** For as In Adam all died, 
** even fo in Chrift, fhall all be made alive.*' 

It is worth obferving, that where the apoftle 
in this chapter ufes the word wtfTzy,- for thofe who 
are benefited by Chrift's death, he has the fame 
expreffion for thofe who are. ruined by AdanC^ 
fin; thereby making it manifeft that the one is to 
be underftood in as full a ^^x\{^y and in the fame 
latitude as the other, and that the mauy in both 
places mean alL I fee no reafon, nor fcripture, 
to the contrary, but abundance of both to main- 
tain and ftrengthen the above doftrine. There- 
fore as all partake of the fall, and are involved 
in Adam\ tranfgreffion, fo all are benefited by 
Chrift, and will, if their own fins and unbelief 
prevent not, be eternally faved. Notwithftand- 
ing we are all by nature children of wrath, being 
theoflFspringof difobedicnt parents; yet by Chrift 
and thro' grace, we are all made the children of 
God, and remain fo, 'till we by our own fins, as 
they did by theirs, forfeit our priviliges. And 
this in no wife contradicts our bringing into the 
world with us an evil nature, any more than an 
adult perfon obtaining a fenfe of the forgivenefs 
of fins, proves that he has not inbred fin to grap- 
ple with afterwards. It demonftrates indeed, that 
we are all born without guilt, tho' not without an 
^vil heart of unbelief, which foon caufes us to 
depart from the living God, and makes as muclx 
againft final perfcv^rance, (fe^vt\^ xiqtv^ ^-wv \r.- 
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rifh without falling from grace) as agatnft predef- 
tin^ktion. Upon the whoie» it appears dear frcftn 
what has been faid, that all infants are ifi a re- 
deemed ibte, and if dying, before they come to 
the knowledge of good and evil, will be received, 
thro' Chrift the door, into the kingdom of glory, 
Ifa'iahy Hofea^ and Ezehei^ wiJ] bear me out in- 
all that] have advanced. The firft fays, ** Your 
*' inquities" (noiAdamh nor £i;/s) ** havefepa- 
" rated between you and your God, and your 
*' fins have hid his face from you, chap. 59. ver. 
" 2." The fccond fpeaking in like manner, cries 
out, '* Return unto the Lord thy God, for thou 
•' haftfalJcn by thine iniquities," chap. 14. ver. I, 
But the laft clears the matter up entirely, and 
boldly affirms, " The foul that fmneth, itfhalldie; 
•' the fon fhall not bear the iniquity of the father, 
** neither (hall the father bear the iniquity of the 
" fon," chap. 18. ver. 20. In thefe fcripturcs as 
well as in innumerable more, our heavenly father 
declares, that he is a juft and merciful God, that 
his ways are all equal, and will do right. O 
let us believe this, and not make him a tyrant, or 
an auftere mafter ! 

But, I would hope that my dear fifler will, 
long ere this reaches her, be reconciled to the 
Lord's late difpenfation in taking her amiable 
daughter to himfelf in the morning of life, if* 
you could but fee into futurity, you would un- 
doubredly acknowledge tke goodncfs of God to 
her and yourfclf herein, it is certainly matter of 
joy, efpecially when we confider that {he was 
arrived to thofe years that would expofe her to 
grievous temptations, that the Lord was pleafed 
•ia foon to tranflate her out of a world of fin, and 
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miferyi into the kingdom* of his dear ton. How- 
ever, I mu^ own, that her death will be a great 
lofi to you, but I tfuft it will be made up, and 

? rove your gain, by the Lord's giving jrouhimfelf. 
That flie died in the Lord, there is no room 
to doubt, therefore we may reafonafaly fuppofe 
that fhe is fafely lodg'd in hb garner. Into which 
happy mahfion, may an abundant entrance, be 
admibiftred to 

My dear fitter, and 

ber very affeSionate brother^ 



Written at Sea, Jaw 12, 1762. - 

/ To Mifs G G . 

My dear Friend, 

THE endearments of a friendfhip founded 
upon divine- love, and the converfation 
and company of fuch an intimate rdation,: muft 
be acknowledged among the* moft refined and 
eligible temporal enjoyments of a Chriftian ; ef- 
pecially as it bears fo near a refemfaJance to thofe 
pleafures we hope to participate, the ipirits of 
juft men made perfed. For which reitfon, my 
prefent fituation cannot but be grieVous, and ' 
would indeed be infiipportably fo, if divine grace 
had not in fome meafuot fubjedied my will to 
God, and in8uenced me to a degree of rcfigna- 
tion ; and I defire to be thankful, that while an 
interpofing ocean rolls, nothing need prevent our 
frequent meetings at the throne, as' alfo tbaA, 
there is a means whereby wt tna^ \e^.ccl\xH^'^i ^>a* 
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fentifnents, and relate whatfbevti* m mzttm^ 
to each other. On mine own party I^bdieve the 
minuteft thought, or moft trivial ccneem relat* 
in^ to my friend can never be indifEeront to me, 
bemg no lefs conficlent of an afFedion on your 
iide, produ^ive of the fame tendernels. I not 
only comply in keeping a journal which L intend 
to convey to you; but l^ve now added fame of 
my mufing thoughts, while t pafsfolitaiya«dfcMr* 
lorn upon the reftlefs feas. 

I could not but relied, that m voyage was the 
fitteft emblem of the life of man of any thing 
that I had ever obferved* Methought the vefTels 
firft (ailing oat of thd barbbiu^ i[«d lat&icbiiie 
upon the wide extehdied main, rhight Be well 
compared to our entrance upon theftage of life; 
and that the continual flufhiations x)f that un- 
fettlcd clement ftrorigfy reprefent the uncertain 
date of all fublunary things. But, O ? I cannot 
fay that the general condud; of mankind (in the 
only affair of importance) continues the compa- 
rifon : For alas! the good fearman no fooncr be- 
gins the voyage, than he direds his continual 
courfe towards, and fixes his pleafmg hopes upon^ 
the intended harbour : He fpares no pains by day 
or night, is ever on the watch, nor murmurs at 
the ccafelcfs toil, if haply be may gain the port 
at laft. But O ! how feldom do the thoughtlefs 
fons of men confider to what end they were cre- 
ated, and how they fliall beflr attain thereto I 
As if they imagined there were no reft remaining 
for the foul of man, or that the voyage of lifi 
would ne'er be o'er. Otherwife they would 
Dot fufFer their little bark to be toft on every wave, 
or driven by every vfind of chance, while th^ 
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fupinely (lumber on tlie un&thomaUe disep, and 
dream that they ihall fafc' arrive at laft» O dread* 
ful error I nor lefa dreadful thaii prevalent ! May 
that fpirit who has gracioufly awakened my dear 
friend, and by whofe kindly operation my foul 
has been alike benefited, continually keep us on 
our guard ; thatefcaping all the rocks, qutckfands, 
ftiares, and trapn, that may be laid for our fleet, 
we may at laft land fately, where toil, and grief, 
and pain Ihallceafe, and our freed fouls enjoy per« 
petBid pcacie I Into thofe thrice h^^ppy ihanfions, 
may syi abundant admittance be adminiftered to 
My iJEAR Fribnd, 

And her's inoft aflfe^onately, 

M. L. 



To the iame. 
My dbahest Friend,- : 

IT is impoffible for a heart influenced with 
fentiments of friendfliip, warm as mine to 
you, not to participate in all that concerns the 
obje£t of that £icred union : Nor can there be a 
pretence of it's exiftence, if not produflive of 
the tendereft fympathy \ nor where it does not 
mingle interefts, and call each other's joys and 
griefs, it's own. This,, my dear love, is it's real eif- 
ft&s in mine ; and if my condudl has at any time 
cxpreft the contrary, the error has proceeded from 
weaknefs and- ihattcfition, not from the diflatea 
of my heart; which,* variable as it is, can upom 
tbeAridefticriKiiiy aftmit Io^i^i'^wsl^ n^^B!t -v 
oonflant,. tender, and wia!iKKi^\^ iSSwBcw^^- ]V 
1? 2. "^^^ 
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cannot therefore be inrenfible of the emotions •£ 
my dear friend's mind, occafioned by the impor- 
tant taflc enjoined of watching over, and building 
up a part of Jefus* flock. It ought indeed my 
love, to be a very prevailing incitement to our 
own upright and clofe walking with God, be* 
caufe it is only in his light, we can fee light ; and 
we 0iall have need of uiis, as well to compre- 
hend the ftates of the people, as to know in 
what manner to adminifter reproof, exhortation, 
or confolation, as occafion (hall offer j for it is 
really a great thing to fpeak for eternity, and 
they muft^ be wife, that would win fouls. We 
may then well fay, who is fufficient for thefe 
things ? Blefled be the love that has taught us, 
that we are not, and who at the fame time gives 
us to feel, that our fufficiency is of him ; and 
that tho' weare not able of ourfelves to do any 
thing, yet, that through Chrift (Irengthening us^ 
we can do all things. 

I cannot but rejoice at the diffidence that ap- 
pears in my dearell love, while I can alTure her, 
my heart fympathizes in the pain it occafions : 
But it is profitable^ as every thing muft be, that 
makes us more recumbent upon Jefus. Happy- 
is the foul, who perceiving i^s own nothingneis, 
finds in Chrift it's all in all. I find no words 
expreffivc of the ardent wifhes of my foul, that 
my deareft dear friend might increafe in every blef- 
fing, in every grace, that can create a fource of 
continual joy in her own breaft, render her ufe- 
fbl to the church, of God, and acceptable in his 
fight through Chrift Jefus. 

\Vhat I have often expreft to my deareft 
Jov^ I agaia beg leave to ie]^^t^ tisox I efteeot 
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it oitt dF the moft indu%ent providences ditt fias 
occurred in my' whole life, that has' united us in 
fo intire, and I tn^ indifibluble a bond of friend- 
ship ;' and tho* I confei^ that,this^ as every earth- 
ly fatisfaaion his its siiiors ; yet I would not fore- 
go the happinefs it affords for gny. teflpporal Con- 
fideration. As often as I thank my God on 
this behalf, fo often do I implore, that he will 
continue it to the eni o£ my invaluable life; 
which from theweAnefs Of my conftitution, I 
am frequently led to believe, will not rUn parallel 
with my deareft friends ; but herefn I blefs Go(l» 
my will fubmits ; e^^ry other defire being abforb'd 
in this. " O ! let me live," and die to tnee,*' my 
God, and belffg'by divine tfitrCy'pofktt of an hope 
fiill of immoi'talitv, 1 view the dreary valley with 
comfort and dclignt. 

** ForalliscaTfii in that eternal fleep, 

*« There griefs forgetto groan, andlovetoweep.*^ 

But thd* eveVy tear fliill.theA be wiped from mine 
eyes, yet if any thing befidw uncreated excellence 
^ay be an objeft of aflfediipn, it will moft cer- 
tainly be the friend, that is at prefent as dear a» 
mine own foul, and to whom, I as carneftly 
wifh an abundant admittance into thefe realms gi 
jby, as 1 do to, my dfeareff love^ * 

Vour's in the moft lafting bonds, ; . - > 
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y^n. 1768. 
To Mrs, F~. P — 
D£AR Sister, 

I Should much foonor have convinced you that 
not any change of iQtuation, or new engage- 
ment in life, would ever make me negligent in 
writing to one for whom I bear the fmcereft af- 
fection, and whom I am always glad to hear 
from ; but divine providence, ail who/e difpen- 
fations muft xiecds be equal, wife, and good, 
has engrofied my attention bv an awful circum* 
fiance, which rfince my lait) has happened in 
our family, and in which I am fure you will ve- 
ly tenderly fympathize, when I inform you, that 
the truly amiable Mifs P— G— (from whofe 
bright genius and early piety, the moft fanguine 
cxpefiations might have been indulged) is no 
more an inhabitant of thefe dufky regions, but 
has bid eternally farewel to all the viciificudes of 
this fluduating ftate, and is now entered into 
thofe joys that neither change nor period know. 
The grifly monarch's harbinger was a putrid fe- 
ver, which, al foon as it feized her tender frame, 
brought on an uncommon ftupor, a profound 
deafnefs, and for fome days before her departure 
l^cd up in filence thofe lips, from which I be- 
lieve I may aflert never proceeded any thing but 
innocence and truth, and with which fhe was 
£ift enabled to witnefs a good confeffion, and to 
leave her friends the moft fatisfadtory teftiniony 
of her future blifs. She was interred in that 
€bwch where ihc fo lately attended me as 



liride*maid ; a filent but pathetic monitor of the 
(hort duration, and certain period of all liuman 
events I O may my heart be open to it'i inftrud- 
ive voice ! 

My dear friend (ends her love to }rou> and 
accept the fame from 

Dear Sister, 

Your's affedionately, 

M. G. 

yan. 23, 1768.' 
To Mrs. M— F— . 
Dear Sister F — . 

PERHAPS ere this you begin to think me 
capable of negle£ting, if not forgetting 
mine old friends. It is true, I have been long 
filent, but can aflure you, neceffity has enforced 
the omiffion ; and when I acquaint you with the 
iad caufe, I have no doubt bMt you will excufe 
the delay, and very tenderly fympathize with me 
and our afflicted family, who are under the tryr 
sng difpenfation of having loft from amongfl us^ 
a mpft amiable and endeared relation Mifs P— > 
G-^, aged 1 7, who was taken from our focicty 
in this dreary vale on Tbur/day laft, by a putrid 
fever, which, from it's iirft approach, refifteda)! 
the force of medicine, and cruelly eluded the in- 
ceflant care of her anxious friends. She was at- 
tended twice a day from the beginning to it's 
fatal period, by two of the moft eminent phyfi- 
cians of this place, and an apothecary i but <W 
deftined hour ym cooms x«Vv^x^ SSa* >h^^ ^^ v«&*\^ 
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:jt difpen&tion from everf tnoital woe, b«. adtifit- 
ted to unite with rhe fpiWts of jdfl men mide per- 
{c£k ; and we who.ftill remain ttinis. to-be admonifh- 
ed of our own approaching change, and of the un- 
certainty of fiibl unary things. She was a bloom- 
ing flowrr, but alas f how has the grifly tyrant's 
fickle levelled her with the duft I 

Before ihedied, (he gave a clear teftimonv 
of Jefus' power to fave. Some of her words 
were, " I have found Chrift, and have pow- 
•* er to love God, btcatife I kriOW hehas fijft 
** loved me; I arri entirely flelivered from tlie 
«< fear of death, and quite refigned to the divine 
<* difpofal." All her conduft-proved the efficacy 
of what (he profcft ; for, amidft fev'ere fuffcrings, 
there was nothing to be* difcerned, but ftedfaft 
patience and calm compofednefs even to the laft. 
Great, unfpeakably great, is the lofs of all that 
were intcrefted in this jewel t 

Let us .unite our prayers that infinite gOQd- 
nefs may fuppoft theito tinder if, and* may xt not 
only be our Wilh to die x\\6 dfcaih of the rightiei 
OU8, but our conttant endeavour to provide for 
chat important hour. When to be found ready td 
participate the joy of our Lord, muft be the high- 
eft felicity and cordial to the fainting fpiritd-f 
^lay divine grace adminifter it in thaftr'timt of 
need to my dear fitter, and her 

afifcftionaie frienJ, " 

M^ (Gr— ^ : 
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Mar^hf 1768. 
My dear Madam, 

THAT affeaionate refpeA for you and the 
whole family, which I believe, notwith- 
ftanding the mutability of the human heart, can 
never bs erafed from mine, renders it iropoffiblc 
for me not to be very fenfibly afFeded at the ap- 
prehendon of having irretrieveably engaged in an 
affair which has met with your difapprobation, 
and I fear incurred yourdifpleafure; under which 
uncomfortable circumilance my chief fupport is 
the refle6tion of having enter'd upon it with all 
ferioufnefs, much prayer, and the cleareft proofs 
of ading in conformity to the divine will, which 
I think I may appeal to the infpedor of the moft 
fecret fprings from whence our a£lions flow, and 
fay, I did then, and ft ill do, defire may be the 
fole rule of all my condud while I fojourn in this 
dreary vale» A fenfe of mine own unworthi- 
nefs frequently made me anticipate the confer 
quenccs of my dear Mr. F'—^'s making fuch a 
choice ; but as it had pleafed the Lord to incline 
the hearts of fome of his. friends fo chearfuDy, 
and to me, (o unexpeSedly to acquiefce, I know 
not how the fame induigent power might infiu* 
cnce your*^ which if it had been in my favour, 
would have been acknowledged with thofe fenti* 
ments of gratitude that fuch a condefcenfion 
ought to have eiFefled ; though the painful dif- 
appointinent will, I trtift, never obliterate from 
my memory the many obligations which your 
repeated and affedionate favours have from time 
to time conferred upon me. 
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I ihuft acknowledge the charge of iipprudence ; 
but flioiild be much more condemned in mine 
own conscience, had my confidence been placed 
in a golden mine, inftead of relying upon him 
whofe is the earth and the fulnefi thereof: And 
though from the partiality of mine heart to Mr. 
F— -, I have reafon to believe I ihould never have 

Sivcn my hand but to him ; yet if I ever had, I 
lould not have been biafs*d hy what was always 
in my efteem of the fmalleft confideration. I 
defire with humility and gratitude to aflcrr, that 
by grace I am as able as ever to caft my care 
.upon my never- f;«ii in g friend, and to encourage 
niyfelf in the Lord, ^lievingthat he would have 
interposed on our behalf in fo important an afikir» 
had it been contrary to his will, and it's confe- 
quencei repugnant to our happindls $ or if in this 
tranfitory life it fbould increafe our momentary 
ftffiiSions ; that by a due improvement of every 
difpenfation, we fhail be the more fitted for that 
eternal weisht of gloryf which I truft will be 
our mutual lot when we fail upon earth, and 
have no more a portion in any thing that is done 
under the fun. 

That the prefent life is ever attended with 
viciflitudes, that the ftate of mortals is fubjeA 
to fudden and perpetual change, we have within 
a few months experienced fome of the moft 
ftriking inftances, as our late letters have informed 
you. Very fliort was the interval betwixt thofc 
folemnities that (on account of the valuable piir« 
pofes for which they were inftituted, as alfo for 
their being typical of that union of Chrift with 
his churchy from whence (he, derives her choicefl 
con; forts and moft anvm?iUtv^ Vq^^^^\ w^ with 
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pffoprfetjr deemed joyous, and that affli£liv«i 
circitfnaflaiice which was the fubjedi of more aw« 
fui ceremonies* May (b« inftruAive leflbxi which 
fuch occurrences are q^Iculated to enforce, never 
be n-afed from my heart hy all the eogagements 
of a tranfitozy life t I have often refle^fed with 
the tendered fympathy on the part my dear After 
muft bear in the intereftlng fcene. I truft iUe 
has happily experienced the efficacy of that grace, 
aided by which, frail morality is enabled to wea- 
ther aH the ftomu of adv^erfe life, and by an. 
entire fubmiffion to the divine will ever to rejoice 
in tribulation, relying as fully upon infinite good- 
ness when under the rod, as when his love is 
manifefied by the moft indulgent providences; 
knowing that what is mofl contrary to naturcv 
and would be the fartheft from our choice, may, 
of all other things, be the moft productive of 
our real happinefs. 

It is certain, that from the late difpcnfation, 
much folid comfort may be deduced, ^fpccially 
upon refle<Stingon the vaft adyant^ge of your dear 
departed child ; Who, notwithftanding her fliort 
abode in thisinhofpitable clime, the purity of her 
ibntiments and exemption from care, was not aU 
together unaffaulted by the enemy of her foul, 
and confequently not wholly free from impedi« 
ihents to her happinefs ; but now fhe is fuperior 
to aU, wearing the victorious palm, and partak- 
ing of thbfojoys which can no period find. O ! 
how is every virtue improved, eveiy bud of grace 
matur'd by her tranflation ! may the comfortable 
confideration fufpend your griefs, and tune your 
heart to praife 1 You have alfo a further alleviatioa 
in being ftiU poflefle^^of affe£lioaax^c\c^^\^vws'^*tK. 
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ftomife to prcve btisfadory to yourfdf, tnd or* 
nuncntal to the church ; a fair profpeA of which 
may be difcerned in Mtfs A — in particular, who 
fince the death of her dear fifter, has been deep- 
ly ferious, and ftudioufly attentive to every pro* 
fttable exercife. She with the others are welU 
and fend their duty to their Papa and yourfdf. 
Pleafe to prcfent my affedtonate refpedb to Mr. 
N—- ^ who with your&lf, I &ncerdy wifk may. 
experience the falutary effe£b of every difpenfation, 
aodatlaft obtain a portion of that felicity, which 
eye hath not feen, ear heard, nor the capacious 
hrcart of man conceived, but which God hath re- 
ferved for a)J that love the dear Immanuel ; among 
which happy few, may my dear After be num- 
bered, as aifo her 

Truly affeflionatc, 

M. F. 



June 19, 1766. 
To Mrs. E. G. 
My very dear Madam, 

TH O' I am fully perfuaded that every thing 
fhall work together for good to them that 
fear God ; and tho' the trouble of fuch be ever 
fo numerous, and out of them all, will the LfOrd 
(their fympatbizing friend) deliver them ; yet I 
was greatly pained that the accounts we were ob- 
liged to give of Mifs , {hould come at a 

time, when it pleafcd God to be exercifing your 
faith and patience in other refpefb. She and the 
others are all well at prefent, and I have not the 
leaA doubt, but that your prayers will be anfwcr- 

' ed 
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Cil on their behalf, for Qod will fulfil the d^firet 
of them that fear him; and he aflures us, that his 
cars are open, to their crips. May the animating 
confideration of the extenfivenefs of the prom.fes, 
and the faithfulnefs and love of God, footh every 
tumultuous q?ire, and conftantly fupport my ho* 
noured friend, and the much refpeded partner of 
her every concern, to whom 1 cannot doubt but 
God will foon, very foon, impart that peace 
which this inhofpitable world can neither give 
nor take away* That the prefent enjoyment of 
this, with that unfathomable reverfion of glori- 
ous blifs, may compenfate every waiting trying 
hour, is the fincere prayer ofy : 

Dear Madam, 

Your*s afFe£tionately, 

M, L. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

xx>c<xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

To Mrs. M. H. 

Jan. 14, 1766. 
My dear Sister, 

IH A V E fent you two letters fince I have 
been in C — , and had not intended to write 
again 'till I heard from you, imagining my fub- 
je<£lt was not fo a^eeable as I could wi£h. But 
the late melancholy event ocoafions me to break 
thro* my intended filence, to aflure my dear fifter 
I was not unafFefted with the grief flie mufl ne- 
ceffarily have felt, when the unwelcome news 
reached you. I fhould myfelf hive been much 
affiiiS^ed at the death of fo amiable a boy, and fa 
nearly related to me, were not win hwh^^>^ko^-^ 
O ^^ 
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ed beyond this tranfitory fccnc, * and my thought* 
exceedingly cngroflcd with the vaft and amazing 
advantage, which the immortal part has gained by 
the diffolulion of it's earthly tabernacle. That 
he is now above all human comprehenfion happy, 
is beyond a doubt ? And what fituation in life, 
could have compenfated the hazard of that blifs 
he now enjoys- Alas! when we refled upon 
thofc words, which are uttered by an unerring 
judge, that the way to the kingdom is narrow, 
and that few find it ! and alfo conuder how oppofite 
the cuftoms and manners of this prefent world, 
are to the rules of the gofpel, how averfe the 
, heart of man is to good, and prone to ill ; how 
fhould we exult in the particular privilege of thofc 
who are lodged fafe, and have won the prize, 
without entering upon the doubtful and impor* 
tant combat ! I hope feme fuch fentiments have 
already alleviated the grief, which fo unexpe^ed 
a ftroke of providence muft have created at firfl-. 
Let my dear fifter add thereto, the profitable 
thought of the fhortnefs and uncertainty of her 
own time, and in how fmall a fpace, fne muft 
quit this vale, and leave all that is dear to her on 
earth behind ; and if you have happily infured your 
own falvation, you (hall meet your dear babe, 
where parting is no more. Poor Mifs H — , truly 
fympathifed in your afHidion ; {he could not have 
grieved more, if he had been her own and only 
(on. I believe nothing, but a degree of that fo- 
vereign balm, true religion, fupported her under 
it. May it take place in my dear fitter's heart, 
and then you will fweetly prove, that it abates 
the force of all temporal occurrences, by 
deeply imprefling on the thoughtful mind, thofe 
things that arc eternal. That God may fandify 

t-very 
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every difpenfation, by caufing it to advance vour 
fjpiritual and everlafiing felicity, is the mou ar- 
dent wifh of. 

My dear fifter, 

Your's afFeflionately, 

G— . 



To Mrs. M— H — . On the Death of her Husband. 

May 27, 1766. 

IT has not been long fince I wrote my dear 
fifter a letter upon the affciling fubje6l of 
condolance, for the lofs of her dear babe, little ex- 
pe^ing to be fo (oon engaged in the fame unplea« 
fant tafk, and that upon an occafton,. if not more 
tender, yet certainly far more importa^tj, upoa 
many accounts. What Ihall I fay upon fo over- 
whelming a circumftance i That my heart tender- 
ly fympathizes in your aHUcSlions ; yes, my dear 
fifter, and I have endeavoured in the beft manner 
that I could, to bring it to the throne, whence 
iffues every comfort, every aid aftlided mortals 
need. Fl-om that inexhauftible fund I truft you 
have (in that tremendous period) received fupport, 
greater than you could poflibly have expected. He 
has and will fpread beneath you his everlaftingarms, 
and many are the gracious promifes that belong 
to your prefent ftate,^ if you will now chufe the 
Lord for your friend, who will certainly fulfil 
them to your unfpeakable joy. 

In this ftate of imperfeftion^ vje^x^\ix>^.^.^^ 
apt to conclude, that favoui^fcY^ ^v^wt&^<Nssw^> 
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and pleafing occurrences, are the only way in 

which God manifefts his goodnefs and love to us ; 

but if we confider how great a power is exerted 

to fuftain us under trials, and obferve how trau- 

tioufly and tenderly he deals the blow, (and efpe- 

cially if we patiently wait and obediently concur 

in the intent for which he permits our fufferings,) 

ive {hall be obliged to own that in the midft of 

y^rath, his mercy's beams appear, and that chaf- 

tifements from his fovereign hand are blefiings in 

difguife. Such I fincerely wiih this may prove 

to yourfelf, and to all that are interefted in the 

melancholy event. I have hopes that you will 

now indulge the religious turn of mind which has 

been perceiveable in you from your youth, and 

that you will not be content with a fhadow of it, 

but earneftly contend for that divine transforming 

principle, which when enjoyed, will calni all the 

tumults of the troubled breaft. 

O my fifter ! fufFcr not yourfelf to be led a* 
way by the counfel of worldly friends to a con- 
trary conduiSt, expecting to find relief in any 
thing which earth is capable of affording ; for all 
is momentary, every thing beneath the fun is 
empty, is inlufficient to abate the forrows of the 
mind, or to yield that blifsfor which an immor« 
tal fpirit gafps, and which it will ever pine for, 
'till it drinks of thofe pleafures which are at 
God's right hand for evermore : A foretai^e of 
which is our certain privilege below, and a pre> 
paration for, and pledge of full draughts above. 
May this fovereign balm alleviate every woe which 
attends on human life, and greatly heighten every 
pjeafmg fcene, and prove the eternal portion of, 
My dcsLx fifter, and htr aff^uti^u^ G — . 
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To Mrs. E— B-. 

May 27, 1766. 
Dear Sister, 

1 Received my dear fiftcr's favour of January 
10, and was extremely concerned to hear of 
the poor ftate of health you had laboured undeft 
as alfo of Mr. B — 's great indifpofition, though 
it did not (as it might) prepare me for the me- 
lancholy news of his diffolution, which exceed- 
ingly fliock'd and concerned me ; though I truft 
there was hope in his end \ that his family's lofe 
has proved his gain, which I fhall greatly rejoice 
to hear as foon as my dear fifter can indulge me 
with a letter. I doubt not but that the Father of 
mercies, and God of all confolation, was eminent- 
ly prefent with you by his aflifting grace and time- 
ly aid in the needful feafon, and that he will accord- 
ing to his word be a hufband to you, and your 
children's fure an^ lading friend. There is a privi- 
lege which we can fcarcc difcern in being llript 
of all but God, 

You have already received one token of di-^ 
vine goodnefs in detaining my brother and filler 

in A , whofe abfence would have greatly 

augmented your diftrefs \ and O ! with gratitude 
trace all his other gracious difpenfaLions ! May the 
Lordmak-e you a widow indeed ; trufting in him, 
and continuing in prayer night and day ! Death has 
made an inroad into our family, and God only 
knows where his pointed (hafts w-Al ^x\^% X-?*.^^ 
much afraid that p^ox (ift^t "B— ►^^^N. v\^v ^'^t>\x- 



nue long : She has been in z bad ftate oF healdi 
fome time, and grows worfe and worfe. My 
friend joins mc in love to yourfelf, and my fifter 
G — , and I remain, with the tendereft fympathy 
and ardent wiibes for your happinefs. 
My dear Sister, 

Your's afFcaionatcly, 

G— . 

To Mrs. M— H— . 

Sept. 10, 1766. 
My Dear Sister, 

IT gives me no fmall pleafure to find by my 
fifter G — 's letter to P — , that you are con- 
vinced of the truth of the gofpel, and alfo de- 
firous to be devoted to Godj both in body and 
foul : May the Lord Jefus ftrengthen your every 
good refolution, and enable you to Jay afid« 
every weight, with the fin which mod eafily be- 
fets you, that you may run with patience the 
race that is fet before you, looking to Jefus the 
author and finiflier of faith : Wherefore be de- 
termined to break off every acquaintance that 
will in any degree retard your progreft towards 
Stones hill. No doubt but you have been per- 
fuadcd by many to divert the melancholy, which 
the late incident muft neceflarily have occafioned, 
by going into company ; but liften not, my dear 
fifter, to fuch pernicious advice, left the Lord 
Ihould again take the rod in his hand, and fhew his 
difpleafurc by bereaving you of your other two 
darlings^ W— and G--5 fgr be affured, the 
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Lor^l has not affltAed you, becaufe he delights 
to grieve his creatures. No, his will is our hap- 
pinefs, and his chaftifements are love in difguife, 
being only defigned to render us partakers of his 
holinefs. O that you may difcern the rod, and 
to v^hat end it is appointed, that the gracious 
dcfign being anfwered, he may hehceforward deal 
only in merciful and indulgent difpenfations, fo 
that your future days may be compleatly happy, 
and your end peace. 

God may be compared to a wife and good pa*- 
rent ; who, as long as children are ftubborn and 
refra(Story, is obliged to corredl ; but as foon as 
fubmiflion and obedience take place, is as willing 
and ready to fupply all their neceflities, and to 
gratify all their reafonable defires. Upon the 
whole, I rejoice in the pleafing hope that my 
dear fifter will be enabled to fay with the royal 
Pfalmift, ** It is good for me that I have been 
•* affli^ed " This howevei h certain, that you 
are fet at entire libeity, and may now krve the 
Lord agreeable to your confcience without rc- 
ftraint ; and be thankful there is good reafon to. ' 
believe that the Lord was gracious to Mr, H-— , 
in whofe end there was hope. 

Please to give a kifs for me to each of yow 
little ones, for whofe prefervation and improve- 
ment in gl'ace, and all tlie happmefsthat can re- 
fult from that or any other fource of laliing com- 
fort, the throne of grace is conftantly invoked 
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Veak Sister, 

Your's affeftionately, 



^o 
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To the fame. 

Sept. 30, 1766. 
My Dear Sister, 

AS there will probablybe but few more oppor- 
tunities of wridng to A this year, 

I would not omit that which now offers, to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your's of July the 20tb, 
which fail'd not of giving the ufual fatibfaflion, 
though it's fubjedl is melancholy, and could not 
but fenfibly affe£t one who fo tenderly (ympa- 
thizes in cy/ery thing that cencerns you. But aa 
my dear fitter has reafon to praife him who fup- 
ported her under the oppreffive difper^'alion, fhe 
ought no lefs to truft and believe, that the gfflidli- 
on is by heaven defigned, ** to work out for her 
** a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
** glory \* and that the gracious defign may not 
be frulirated, fhe will, 1 hope, devote her future 
days to the one great bufinefs of life, that of 
feeking, infuring, and preferving the favour of 
God. 

- I doubt not but the late flroke has been more 
convincing than a thoufand arguments, that no- 
thing is worthy of a mortal's wifh or endeavour, 
but to gain that important point : For all our 
pleafurcs here, as they are fading, arc no lefs 
-dangerous . and if they yield a momentary joy, 
the pleafing rcfledtion is often embitter'd by the 
grief occafioned by their deprivation. I am glad 
you experienced the efficacy of prayer, and hope 
it will be a means of encouraging you in that 
duty to which fO many promifes are annexed. 



Yoiir determination of having your convidion 
of thofe things that concern your peace from the 
fcripturcs is certainly laudable. May the fame 
fpirit that didlated the facrcd pages affift your en* 
qiiiries. But it is certain, that the writings of 
good men have frequently thrown a light upon 
tnem, which has proved beneficial to thofe who 
have not had either leifure or inclination to apply 
themlclves to that bi:ft of ftudies. 

Adieu ! my dear fifter. May the holy fpirit 
lead and guide you in the narrow path, and at 
laft bring you to thofe eternal manfions which 
he is preparing for the bleft ; among which hap» 
py number you will, 1 truft, be found, and 

Your afFe£tionate fifter. 

Dear Miss, 

MY friend informed me, that after converfing 
with Mis. G — and myfelf upoh religion, 
and hearing us affirm that faith in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, is the only term of reconciliation with 
God, and final falvation, you profeil'ed to be 
greatly furprized that we Ihould at all infift upon 
good works, and was very defirous to know, how 
we could prove the neceffity of them, if as we 
aflert, we are faved by faith only. I trufl my 
dear Mifs, that this difficulty will foon be obvi- 
ated, and thefe feeming oppofites harmonized by 
having recourfe to the law and the teftimony. 
Godlinefs is indeed a myfiery ! It is no wonder 
then, that xrring mortals w^ t\^o^\v>\^ Vt«» X>«w^ 
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Wis) oUiged to go into the fanftuary to have their 
judgments informed, and their doubts refolved. 
That we arejuftified by grace thro' faith» and not 
by the deeds of the law, is evident from the whole 
tenor of fcripture ; and, to the foul that is made 
fenfible of it's own incapacity to do any thing 
well pleafing to God, it is as our church obferves a 
moft wholefome dofirine, and full of much can- 
folation. Yet we are fo far from excluding good 
works, that we believe them abfolutely neceffary ; 
for before we can believe, we muft repent, and 
bring forth works meet for repentance, as we learn 
from the nth, and fome following verfes of the 
3d chapter of St. LuJtey where John the Baptijf 
teaches returning finners to lay afide every known 
fin, and to pra£tice the contrary duty ; but fo far 
was he from defiring them to reft there, that we 
find the fame mefTenger of God, in the 36th verfe 
of the I ft chapter of St. John's gofpel, exhorting 
them to behold the lamb of God, who only could 
take away their fins. 

When wc come to a knowledge of falvation,. 
thro' the forgivenefs of fins, by believing in Jc- 
ftis Chrift, wc muft alfo maintain good works ; 
for St. James tells us in the 22d verfc of the 2d 
chap, of his epiftlc, that faith is hereby pcrfedled ; 
and ourbleflcd Lord himfelf declares in the 17th 
verfe of the 5th chap, of St. Matthnv^ that he 
came not to deftroy the law, but to fulfil it ; that 
is, not to give us a difpenfation from it, but power 
to obey it in it's utmoft extent and Spirituality ; 
elfe, what need that explanation and enlargement 
of it, which he gives us in the following verfes, 
if inftead of being obferved, it had been aboliflied. 
Speaking to his difciples in the J5th verfe of the 
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I4th-.chap, of St. John's gofyel^lic fays, •* If ye 
** love me, keep my commandments ; " and it is 
impoffible to believe in the blefTed Jcfuf with that 
faith that Juftifies the ungodly, and liot to love him, 
as himfelf teftifies of the woman, whofe (ins he 
pardon 'd in the Pharifee's houfe; (be loved much, 
bccaufe fhe had much forgiven. St. Paul (peak- 
ing of the great privileges of a perfon, who thro* 
juftification by faith ir) Jefus Chrift, has peace with 
God ; adds alio, that the love of God is ihed 
abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghoft, which 
is then given to them^ and this love of God con- 
ftraineth us to univerfal obedience. It is an enr 
livening powerful principle, prompting us to all 
fuch things, as are pleafirtg in his fight. Thus, 
tho* good works are not the meritorious caufe d 
our obtaining, or continuing in the favour of 
Gcd, yd they arc the neceffary effects of carneft- 
ly fecking, and conftantly abiding therein ; and 
every believer experiences the truth of that aflerti- 
on, that his commandments are not grievousj fo 
far from it, thatthey value it as no fmall part of 
their happinefs, that they arc privileged to obey 
them. I truft, my dear Mifs, that from thefe 
broken hints, you will difcern fome agreement 
between the dodlrine of juftification by fairh, and 
the propriety of being zealous of good works, and 
that you may both underftand and experience all 
thofe fublime heights of joy, that ever refult from 
obedient faith, is the finccre prayer of, 

Your's afFedionately, 

M. I^ 



^V^^ 
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SIR, 

H E N_ I confider mine own inability to 



w 



cxprefs myfelf in a fuitable fnanner, upon 
the momentous fuhjc6k of religion, I am often 
led to adore that infinite goodnefs, that has given 
to every individual a capacity to experience, what 
fo very few are able to defiie ; and that for our 
encouragement under the difad vantage of fuch 
imperfcdtion, has informed us that the kingdom of 
God confifts not in words, but in faving power. 
Neverthelefs, as there is a promife imply'd in every 
command, fo undt-ubtcdly there is in that, by 
which we are indifpenfably bound to be ready to 
give an anfwcr, whenever we are interrogated ' 
concerning the hope that is in us ; trufling there- 
fore in his aid, who is made unto us wifdom, as 
well as righteoufnefs, &c. I proceed to endea- 
vour, in compliance with your requeft, to ex- 
plain my (entiments more fully upon the nature 
of that falvation, which our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift wrought out for mankind, by his 
merits and death ; and frcelv to aflert, what I 
think, is the privilege of a chriltian to experience 
in the prefent life. 

With regard to the firfl propofition, my ideas 
are boundlefs, exceeding the limits of the moft ex- 
pleflive words j and I can only fay, that I believe 
in it is comprifed a rcftorative, for all thofe un- 
fathoniable depths of mifery, in which fin hath 
involved the human race, and abundantly more. 

Did divine complacency fmile with approbati- 
on, and thereby crown every other blefSng which 

his 
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his liberal band beftowed upon our firft parent, and 
the divine image fliinc bright upon his happy foul ) 
Had he communion with the father and his fori 
Chrift Jefu^, thro* the eternal fpirit, and a fair 
profpeft of perpetual and improved felicity ? This 
'we know is the received opinion, and revealed 
account of man's primaeval fVate ; and thefe the 
heights of blift, from which fin hath fo far ret 
moved the fallen race. The impotency of our 
nature, and the trreconcileablenei's of the divine 
law once tranfgreiTed, rendered it as impoflible for 
US to regain thefe bleffings, by any wifdbm, or 
might of our own, as it is for us to direA the 
courfe of the heavenly lunrlinaries, or to reftraih 
the impetuous winds. But tho' with meruit w«i 
impoffible, yeti^iothin? Was too hard for JeCus, 
the- mighty Lord of all, whofe wifdom,' power^ 
and love, hath cfFe£ted the wondrous work. He 
hath by the fhedding of his precious blood, reco- 
vered for usaltthatholinefsandhappinefs, which 
we were difpoflefled of by the fin of. Adam^ with 
that reverfion of joys^ that was in due time to have 
rewarded his unremitted obedience, in the king^ 
dom of heaven.- God for the merits and fuffer* 
ings of his beloved fon, hath condeficendt^d to 
enter again= into covenant with the children of. - 
men, and that upon conditions more fuicable to 
the debility of hunian nature ; it not being nowy 
do this and live, bat believe on thq Lbivd Jefus 
Chrid, and'thou {halt be faved. . A^d even that 
faith which IS made the terras of ialvation, \^ his 
gift; fothat we may truly fay i he gives what he 
requires, and freely faves his own. O what ftu- 

Jiendous love ! Therefore, whofoever now be- 
ieves, is juftified from all thvt\^% ^t«ixxv h«\v>!^ 
thejr could not be juftiRfcd V>^ ^^e. \ai.H< o\ n*^"^**^ 
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tre reinftattd in the divine £a¥Our, and ivave xhaf 
change begun in their hearty ^ich^ if ^hey per- 
fevere, wUl terminate in the intire fanSification 
of their nature, and renewing them in the inwige 
of God, in which they were originally created, 
AH which, undoubtedly, muft be experieiKed in 
the preferit life, becaufe it is inconfiftent with 
reafon, and the word of -God, that we fhould 
enter into his eternal kingdom without .iti for 
nothing that is defiled, muft tread thofe heavenly 
ftreets. With the prophet Jm^s it feemed im* 
probable, that two ihould walk together except 
they be agreed ; how much more fos for tvi^ .^ 
dwell together without that agreement. I(.can« 
not be ; for the wife ma^ affures-u^ as the tr^^ 
faHs fo it lies. And the foumtajfi, from whence 
all wifdom is derived, even JtCu$ Chrift, who is 
God over all, blefied for evermore, has Inform'd 
us ^^ That if w^ die in our fins, where he is we 
<* cannot come, and that, except we are born 
•' again, we fliall not fee the kingdom of heaven." 
The change which ts herein implyUi, (and wkiqh 
whofoever has paflcd thro', is as confeioMS of, af 
of the fhining oiF-the fun at it's meridiani) is 
wrought upon the foii), by the holy fpif it of God. 
Wherefore, that faith which is tnftr'Umental in 
re-uniting us to God, and making us partakers of 
the divine nature, is £aidto be -of the operation 
of his fpirit ; and there futely never was a tnoj^ 
fatal miftake, than the generally received opinion^ 
that faith implies nothing «nore, than an aiTentt^ 
divine truths. Perhaps if this did not fo univer* 
Tally prevail, fo many reafonable beings would 
not remain fupinely negligent, while the vaft con- 
ceiTis of their eternal flate^ are all in the moft 
dregful ^nceitsuAty« A ^«&c<i»&kc3kdQn) that 
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they are nettbet born bclitevtrs in the XcfipiwM 
/enfe, nor made fuch by baptifm, or their religi- 
ous. pcpfeflipB. be: k ever fo orthodox ; nor what 
would appear to' them ftill more amazing, that 
their being ^* M<rbaptus«d bf lMConvA\cn adult/'' 
does not bring them into the liberty of the ctfl- 
dren of God. 

I (ay, % convif^tion- of this in|9r«fting truth, 
jwoujd ia all prQb^il^ytcHizaffH^ immortal from 
that lethargy of InQonfiAcitf. q«f«» ^od 4qlafi«e 
peace*, wbiqh expo/^ tbegito fa« d^vottredby da^t 
rolling lio^,. wh^ine^Bknthf-p)9ihfAf(>^^9ak^ 
iHaiikwd bis:pr^y, Th^refQiebf-i^fliQAfoUciitoui 
(o- pceven^ their difcemiAg tj^ true. Qiature, aa4 
pcopertiea of fatth, whick Qceafiooft per&»na to 
Uk^ a fbadow' fox thAt Cubftajact^of thii^9 kogisi 
for, ada4]toimagine:iiwiaiLitbftbta(£i!$«rCbitft^ 
paffiofi^ iMi d\l,tbn gi«al tnidi pcectoM promi&i 
loi tbe.9»%i9l are femiiforqdi to ^em,. kjf a nor 
tjAn ik>^ki|^ in ?cl|» br^n^Ainftnd. o{ tbftt diViM 
.49onviaiQii« ^* That Cb<ift lovied mcs and gave 
:•* biinfejf. for me/' inWcK fijlg the . foul noifeK ute^ 
explicable delight, proves an anchor (ure and 
ftedfaft, amidft the wj»>^ and ftormi of advecff 
life, and Capacitates feeblo sioitala to triumplk 
a'lBr Uie jnQuUecuig toaih, and fo purifies the 
heart from it's depravity, and lenewa ua in. true 
bolinefs, ^as to render us meet for aa inheritance 
with the £itnts ia light i in which is comprized 
thofe incfFahle joys» which, eye bath not feeo, 
ear beard, noi bath entered iofo the heaf t of man 
to conceive ; but which I truA thro' ^race, will 
be the faiisfa&ory, and eternal poruon of you 
Sir,^ and your bumUc fervaet^ 
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March 8, 1767. 
To a late cminant phyiician. 
Sir, 

TH E impropriety of modern cuftoms, ren- 
ders it very uncommon, and extremely 
unpolite for mortal beings, tho* pofting to an 
unaKerableilateof exlftence, Co much as to men- 
tion the importance of th^t change, much lefs to 
counfcl and advife each other, to give all diligence 
to fecure a perpetuity of felicity ; and what is 
more furprizing, this prevails even when we fee 
our friends juft entering upon the amazing fcenel 
Surely, in this miftaken complaifance, we a6t no 
more like reafonable creatures, than like perfons 
favoured with a di^ittft revelation, which abounds 
with perfuaftons and incitements to thefe. labours 
of fublime charity. As I have a long time de* 
viated from fuch maxims, (as I dtfire to do from 
every thing derogatory to mine own or other's 
eternal interefts) I hope this ^ill plead my ex- 
cufo for the freedom 1 now take 5 as the profeffion 
iiK 'Which you were engaged, and which I have 
reafon to bdieve you <pra6tifed confcientioufly, 
and with judgment, rendered your life valutible $ 
I. was exceedingly concerned when I was, inform- 
ed that you laboured under a dangerous diforder, 
and was very felicitous to hear of your recot'ery, 
but' have lately been told, that there remained 
very little or no hope of it; in which cafe. Sir, 
if your immortal fpirit is prepared to appear before 
ir'5 divine original,^ your fituation is rather to be 
congratilsLted than depVoK^^ ^ti^ 1 anv ^iCuaded 
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you will not then efteem it an intrufion^ it a pfafl* 
anthropos endeavours to aid yottr mediution on 
that pleafmg frene, ^vhich is Juft opening to your 
view. It cannot then be disagreeable to you, to 
hear of that reA that remainetH to the children of 
God, when all the toils and paina of life fhail 
find a period^ or of tiiat ineiFable blifs whicli 
that approbatoiy ftnt«nce, <*.WeM done, good 
*< and f&ithrul (ervanf, &c/' will afford to your 
enraptured fpirir, in thoTc regions of unmixt de« 
light* And if on the fed rererfe, you feel a eon- 
cioufneft that* your eternal ^oncerni are not thai 
happiJy adjufted, f(^ that you have grace to get, 
inAead of grace to «<r, fn the needful time of 
knguifliHient ; -you will excufe me, it havtM 
mine own felf known the terrors of the Lord, I 
urge you to improve the few remaining fands, 
the lingring moments which mercy lends, in the- 
alt important work: And if I endeavour to point 
out fhe requifites, to make our title to glof y fure, 
I hopcJ, as they come from a fincerc heart, aided 
T ttuft, with- the authority of fcripture, tho* 
from a very infufficteni pen, they will be con*^ 
itdcred with a candor intirely free from prejudice. 
I apprehend. Sir, then, that it is firft very nccef- 
i^ry, that we fhouid be well acquainted with our-^ 
fetves, according to Dr. T$ung'% Oentiments, all 
knowledge centi»es there.' To know -ourfelves, 
implies a confctoufnefs of our fallen ftate, and of 
the many aftual tranfgrdfione, whereby we have 
incenfed the divine majefty: This leads to humi- 
lity and repentance, which needs no! to be re- 
pented of; and td a fenfe of our need of Jefus, fee- 
ing he was fo call'd, bccavife V\^ i\cu^^ >nta v:kV.^>»«^ 
his people /roaliW« fiim, ^ci^ v»\ ^^^^^^'^^:^ 
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Other name .'whereby we majr receive life and fal^ 
Tatian, but the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

We muft avoid depending upon any thing for 
icceptance with God^ but faith in the atonement 
which he hath made by himfelf once offered ; for 
it is not by works of righteoufnefs that we have 
done, or can do, that we are (aved, but through 
that faith, which is not a bare aflent to fcripture 
truths, but of the operation of the holy fpirit : 
When this is wrought in the foul, we are as our 
Saviour terms it, ** Born again ;" have a know- 
ledge of the pardon of fin, and the love of God is. 
then fhed abroad in the heart, and the privilege;^ of 
this ftate are beautifully defcribed in the 5(ii chap. 
of St. J^aul to the Ram. *Tis this. Sir, that 
draws the fting of death, difarms that monfter of 
all thofe grizly horrors, without which he. can- 
not otherwife be viewed ; and enables us, when 
on the confines of eternity, to triumph p'er the 
mould 'ring tomb. It is true, - it is:our duty, glory, 
and gain, to live in the enjoyment pf this happy 
ftate, and in the improvement of fo great a privi- 
lege, by growing in grace ; fo that being corn- 
pleat in holinefs, we might come to the grave like 
a fhock of ripe corn. But yet by the indulgence 
of infinite mercy, if we have negleiSed our true 
Intereft *till the eleventh hour, there is hope of 
acceptance upon a diligent : application to that 
God who is rich in mercy. May that indulgent 
power, in whatfoever ftate his all penetrating eyes 
now beholdTyou, fupply all that is deficient, al- 
leviate by his divine influence each mortal pain, 
«i»rf AWng to that thrice blefled place, ^v jcre fin, 
witb nil tt'a attendcnt iwlw^^ ft«J^ N^^. vevtwdv 
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ftnoikilated, you Sir, : 

And your fincerc wcll-wifher. 

And humble fervant, 

M. L.^ 

Sir, 

IH A V E read with pleaAire the letters you 
intend for the prefs, and I really think they 
might, and will prove efficacious to every condi^* 
tibn, accor^j^^ to your preface, if they are read 
with attention and a defire to profit. Yet I wifh 
fomething more had been faid on fa notification, 
a thing that is of the umioft confequence, and 
not n^juch underftood even by profelTors, and 
therefore not only oppofed but abhorred by them. 
I mean that meafure of it, which denotes deli- 
verance from fin i tho* no more is imply'd there? 
in, than what many of the good old puritans 
contended for, both in their preaching and writr 
ings. Wherefore I have extra£ied a great part 
of a fix-penny pamphlet, intitled, A Treati/it on 
Chriftian PerfeSlion^ which I fend you with a few 
of my thoughts upon it,, as it 16. a doOirine I ^m 
as fully convinced of the truth of, as I am that 
Jefus Chriit taftwd death for me \ and if youk 
think they might be of any feryicc to the public, 
or will be an embelirfhment to the work, your 
have my confent to add to your number by in- 
ferting this. It is ffrange, that well-meaning 
people (hould imbibe a prejudice againft any ex- 
preflion, or point of d(»arine that frequccvtU ^sfc- 
cur. , and is much enforced in Go^^ Sasx^ \«i^5^ 
Ti?at tiicjrdo, is too ti.uc^ W^ .W*^ -'^^•^^ 
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mented. What is more denied, oppofed, and 
frights people, than the tioflrinc of perfeSion, 
the' taught by Chrift himfclf. Mat. v. 48. his 
fervants the prophets. Gen. xvii. i. Deut. xxx, 6. 
^xr^.xxxvi . 25. 27. andtheapoftles. Indeed the 
new teftament is full, not Oiily of the doiSb-jn«j 
but of the term perfeflion, and t)f this latter fb 
is the old ; and yet many who would be thoisght 
to reverence the bible, are offended at the found 
of it. But if the tenet be not fcriptural, I would 
afky for what end did Chrift die, rife again, and 
was exalted to give repentance, and the rcmiffion 
of fins, were it not for that, inafmuch as with- 
out hbiincfs no man {hall fee the Lord. Now 
what is meant by chriftian perfeftion, b nothing 
more than that holinefs which is necefTary to fee 
God, or to qualify us for glory. I am well ac- 
quainted with the author of that little trad^, and 
have heard him frequently fay, that he intended 
nothing more by writing on that topick, and giv- 
ing tt that tit)e, than to fet forth the do^rihein 
it's own fii^iple colours, virhich many have disfi- 
gured, and at v^hich mcfl . religious people are 
difgufi^ed \ that they may fee plainly there is no 
more meant by the terra, than what is agreeable 
Id fcripture and-fotind rcafon ; . that being convinc- 
ed of t^s, the difciples of Chrift who believe the 
feme thin^, ^and it is very probs^blc the dif- 
cord arpong Ancere Chriffians upo» this bead, is' 
more about the fliadow than the fubftance, about' 
expreftions than the matter they contain,) might 
not fall out by the way about words, but all 
ftrive for the maftery, ** and prcfs towards the 
** ffnark for the prize of their high calling of God 
in e/ifift Jefus/* OvVvcrwKfc I «^ ^tCM^^ded he 
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is in6re attached to truth, than goy mode of 
4>eech. 

^ By Chriftian pcrfcSicn (fays my author) I 

* mean neither the abfolute perfecjiion of God^ 

* nor the perfeSion of angels, nor the perfefljon 

* of Adam in his innocent ftatc. Neither do I 

* mean fuch a perfcdtion as excludes a growing 

* in grace, whilft we are upon earth j as I do 

* not believe there is fuch a flate to be attained 

* even in heaven as to exclude a growing in the 

* knowledge and love of God For I imagine 

* that angels as wcli as the fpirits of juft men 

* made perfecSI:, will be improving to all eternity. 
« To fuppofe them incapable of. growing, by rea- 

* fon they can kpow'no more of God, nor love 

* him better than they do, would be to make 

< them as God, who alon'^ cannot kiiow more 
*.than he does, nor.be greater than he Js. And 

* perhaps*" this will be one part of ouiTiappineft 
« in heaven> the having fre;Di difcovericit of God, 

< in all his attributes, through the endlefs ages of 
•eternity. , , ^ 

•But what I m^an by C^iriflian gerfeftion is 

* the arriving to that degree of faith, or that 

* ftate , of union with Chrift, wherein all evil 

* tempeis. and defures, together with all oppofin 

* tibn to the will of GoJ, are done away, and 

* all that is in us becoqies holinefs' unto the 

* Lord :* Or, it is the loving God with all the 

* heart, and foul, and mind, and lirength, , and 
♦our neighbour as,ourftlves,',iaccording to our 

* prefent capacity. And to love God with all 

* the heart, i^f. iniplies tjie lovvv\i^Vvvces.NRvCcw^ 

* the powers of the (ouIa -wYC^O^ h<^ v^xl >^^ 
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* upon Tervlng him with all the faculties of the 

* body ; and muft certainly mean a being loofc 

* from all creatures, perfons, and things, and 

* being fo dead to them, as to be reac^ to fa- 

* orifice any or all of them when ihey ftand bc- 

• twecn God and the fouf, or are any hinderance 

* to the loving him more, and fervinghrm better; 

• or would caufe us in any wife to fm and grieve 

• his holy fpirit, or prevent our cleaving to hrm 

• with full piirpofe of heart, and fo hinder his 

* reigning there without a rival It alfo im- 

* plies a depending upon him only, having no 

* confidence in ourfelves, perfbns, nor means, 

• for any fpiritual or temporal blefling ; nor for 

• deliverance from any fpiritual or temporal 

• evil ; a looking conftantly to God for a con- 

• tinuance of his favour, for a fupply ofgraccj 
•forfuch temporal things as he fees beit, and 
•for freedom from all thit is hurtful to the 

* foul. Thus living by faith, the Chfiftian fears 

• nothing, but to offend God, for he knows Gorf 

• is on his fide, that his holy angeb fUrround 

* and guard him, and that nothing Ihal) happen 

• to him, but what fliall be for his good. He 

• dcfires nothing but the will of God ; for hav- 
^ing God and Chrift, and all things in them, 

• he has all he' wants, and cannot naVe more 

* than he has already, unlcfsit be more of Chrift, 

♦ Thus perfeft love cafts out all evil fear ancf 

* defire, making the foul that enjoys it, to dc- 

* light in the whole will of God, in all his 

• ordinances, and providences, and in the crofs 
•of Chrift J it caufes him to be always think- 

• ing and fpeaking of God, and of fpiritual 
^ things, and of other things only as they have 

* ^ teadehcy i<S his gWt^ •, tot dv^ faAv^ ^i«^^ 
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* m ^nd loft in God and Chrift. And as the. 

* 'Chriftian that is thus devoted to^^Jod fears no* 

* tliMT^,defircsriothing, and is careful for nothings. 

* but how he Qiall pleafe God ; fo does he rejoue 

* ^y^rtmre^tray without ceaftng^ anS In every thing 
^ ^Ivi thani^y which h the., will of God concernir^^ 
\/fm^ As this .ftate of perfect Iqve muft nec^f- 
^fariiy include ^e deftrudion of felf-wiU, {elf- 
f leeking, felf righteoufncfs, (elf- indulgence, felf- 
f dependence, and all feif-fufficiency, all wrong 
' ^tempers, unholydefires, vain and finful thoughts j 

* lo does it confequently imply a deep fenfe of 
? the infinite demerit of fiij^. a.true knowledge 
^ of ourfelves, of our weakncfs, ignorance, and 

* unworthincfs, whereby we are conftraified to 
' take nothing to ourfelves but ihame^ ^nd* to 
' tfiveall the glory to God through Chrift for our 

* teJvation, for every bleifing both fpiritual and 
' temporal, and God becomes all in all. MucK 

* more may be deduced from loving vGod with all 

* the heart, &c. but thefe few hints may fuffice. " 

* To love our neighbour's ourfelves, denotes 

* adoiRg^nto all men, as we would they fliould 

* do unto us ; and a copying after Chrift in laying 
^ out ourfelves for ihe good of ctkers, and fe^- 

* ing occafions to bencht our neighbour to the ut- 

* moft of our power^ according to the light we 

* have in the will of God herein. This love 

* makes us to believe the beft of all^ -to^put the 
« moii favxjurablc^ conftru<IIion upon ihcrf wforls 
'* and anions that we poflibly can. 5 and when we 
^ are obliged to condemn the condu£l of any, it 
^ fufFers us not to judge the perfon, but inclines us 

* to hope the befl^ and to cover the fin^ belsv^x^xv- 

* willing to difclofc the fauVu «i -wxo^icvftx^ .>m^s^. 
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♦ good may prpcecd therefrom, or evil be prcvcnt- 

* ed. It alfo fuSFers long, bears, forbears, forgives, 
< behaves itfelf not unfeemly, is not puffed up; 
c fets us not al^ve others, but lays us at the feet of 
« all men, and is kind, meek, gentle, and eaf]r 
f to be in treated. It bears reproaches, contra* 
c didlion, oppofitions, and contempt with chear* 
c futnefs; it tuflFers others to difient from /us in 

( opinion ; will think, and let think, and believes . 
c that others may be right, and that we ourfelves 
i may be miftaken ; though with refpeS to cffen- 
c tials, we are well grounded and immoveaUe^ 
€ beihg aflureJ of their certainty from experience 
« as well as from fcripture. This is what I call 
€ chriftian perfection, and what I think is impli- 
c ed in loving God with all the heart, and our 
( neighbour as ourfelves, or is included in being 
( cUanfed from all filihinefs of fiejh and fpirk^ 
4 and the having of a heart of flejh^ a new and clean 
c heart! 

Which I pray the Lord to create in you, Sir, 
And your afFe£iionate brother. 



To the fame. 
Sir, 

HAVING in a former letter endeavoured 
to Ihew from a treatife therein referred te, 
what is to be iinderftood by Chriftian Perfeflion, 
I Ihall proceed to prove from the fame author, 
that that perfeftion may be enjoyed long before 
death ; which, as he obferveS| appears clear both 
Avm reafon and fcripluie* 



[ i8i 1 

^ FrRST from rcafbn. '' i. Every command of 
a fuperior requires immedfate compliance there- 
to, unlcft fdmc other time is fixed ; but tlicre 
is no time fixed when we Ihould love God 
with all our heart, and our neighbour as our- 
felvcs, therefore We muft conclude" tttatfftfw, the 
prcfcnt nioment i^ the" time.' Btit did I fay, 
no time is fixed? 'Surely thcrb is^ for God has 
(tid To-day^ and again, nowisihed^cepied itme^ 
now is thi iaj^ rf fahaiim. 2. The very na- 
ture of the Gomnkiiid itfelf, as Well as, it's be- 
ing m^ich enforced and fet forth m a variety 
of forms, as alfo the reafonabtenefs of it, and 
the great obligation we are under thus to,. love 
God, (hew that the duty is not to be deferr'3 
to a dying monoe^t ; efpecially as the word of 
God puts it not oiF *till theii, but con,tinual!y 
upbraids us with our unbelief and Irttlenefsof 
faith. 3. Surely all the prbroifcs conceriiing 
holinefs, which is qiir qualification for heaven^ 
and thofe commands of ckdnfing aurfehuis from 
all filthimfs &f fltfh\and'fpirtt^ ^purifying our- 
fehes even as he is pnrey apd of rejoicing ever^ 
' m)re, praying without ceajing^ and in every thing 
giving fhanksy and Idoing the will of God upon 
earthy /k it is done in heaven ; and ail others of 
the like kind muft relate to this life : Batifdeaifa 
Only puts a period to fin, theii thofe promifcs 
and commandments do hbt relate to this life, bu( 
td eternity ; and' we nfiuft die before we ran love 
God with aH our heart, &c. and our neighbour 
as ourfelyes-, and rejoice' evermore, and pray 
without ceafing. How abfurd is this ! Wj; 
muft enter upon our eternal ftate, in order to 
•have the promifes relating to this life fulfilled \ 
* which cannot be beforev '\t fei v^ xv^i^ ^'^^'^^'^^^ 
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*' 'till the body dies ! But (nore of this, when I 

* come to prove the djo£irine more fully from 

< fcripture. 4. As God defigns we ihojuld glo- 
^ rify him upon earth, we mQ\x\A certainly do it 

* better with die heart wholly cleanfed from fin 

< and given up to him, than we can with the 

< remains of (in in it ; Chrift being not only a 
^ prophet to teach, a prieft to reconcile God and 

< (inners together, but a king alfo to reign, and 
^favi to thi utUrmoft all who cune to God through 

* him. He will thrufl out thi tnemy from before 
^ them^ and will fay^ dejlroy them. Deut. xxxiii. 27* 

* Fifthly and laiUy. Every believer groaning un- 

< dcr the weight of in^dw^iiiing fin, panting for 

* full liberty to love God with all the heart, and 
^ longing for entire conformity to his bleflfed will 

* in all things, muft have this groaning, pant* 
^ ing, longing from the fpirit of God which i« 
^ in him, and fhall not God hearken to his own 
^ blefTed fpirit ? Shall he create a thirft which 

< he will not. fatisfy ? Shall be cr^te a cry which 

* he will not anfwer i Shall he give defires which 
*• he will not fulfil ? So far from it, he iays, Pf^^k 

* Ixxxi. 10. that hi will fulfil thedtfires of them 

* that fear him. And he affures us, that he is aib 

* to do exceeding abundantly above all that we afk or 

* thinks according to the power that worketh. in uu 

* Ephef. iii. 20. Shall he give his child to fee and 

< feel the evil of fin, to make him groan iioder 

* the weight of.it, and will he not deliver him 

< therefrom ? Shall he (hew him his privilege; or 

< at leaft the beauty of fuch a ftate, and not give 

< him to enjoy the lame? Shew him the promifes, 

< and not accompUfh them in hipi ? Shall God 

* fo mock his child ? Man may do it, but God 
^ cannot. Men will not believe^ therefore they are 
*^sia/ e/iabU/hid, * ?^i.c^^ai.v^ 
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* Secondly, from fcriptqro likcwife, this 
♦ftate. appears to te attainable. The apoftle 
\ Paul^ by* the Holy Ghoft; commands us to re- 
' jotce cvomjorr^ pray^ wkhout ceafing, in every 

* thing give thanks. Now how. feall this com- 
*.miuid be'cpmply'd with, if fin is not dcftroy'd 
♦before the article of death? No man, can do it 
^ in his^ life time,, becaufe of the remains of fm 
^ that is in him,^ and ho man can do it when fin 
^ i» .deftroyed. . To whom then, is the command 
^ given, and by whom ffaall it:be obeyed ? As I 
^ read of ,no commandments, given to departed 

< fpiffits, I prefume all the commandments in the 

* bible belong to the living; To the dead they 

* ^annot, for the above, reafon, and becaufe in 

* eternity there will be no need of prayer. And 
\ though there the fpirks of juft men made per* 

* fed Will be always pcaifing Gpd|. yet they will 
^ not be thanking him for pre&nt fuiFerings and 

* temporal ble/fings, which feem to be imply -d 
f in giving thanks to God in every thing \ for Xmf 
^ wiU then have done with them all. 

* 
< It will make nothing againft this argument, 
^ that Tome believe we may be delivered from fin 

< a few minutes, or hours, before v/e die, though 
^ not weeks, nor months^ nor. years, and there- 
^ fore the command may ftill be complied with, 

* and power be given to rejoice evermore^ pray 
^ without cei{fing^ and in every thing give thanks^ 

< before we die. It is plain that this muft be 

< quite foreign to the Spirit's rnnming; tor thefe 

< words feem to. be .opposed to all 'the trials and 
^.temptations which may comd upon us from 

* the world, the devil, and aa ^fflxQiA^ \^^^% 

* As if Ih^ apoftlfe had feid^ toV wi:i 'f^'^vt^ 
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* when you meet with no oppofition, but rejoice 

* alfo in the midft of tribulatioriy and count it all 
' j^y that you are tempted^ becaufe an opportunity 
' is now given you of bringing great glory to 

< God, ana of advancing your felves in holineii ; 
« and this do, not only (bmetimes, but always, 
« evermore. Be alwaya in prayer, for you will 
« be furrounded with enemies as long as you are 

< in the world, and will be always wanting 

< heavenly wifdom, and divine affiftance. And 
« to be always in prayer, is to be ever putting 

< forth all kinds of defires unto God, that are 

* fuited to our condition, according to his will ; 

< to be continually looking up to Jefus, to de- 
« pend wholly uppn him, to expe£t conftant fr.p* 
« plies of grace from him fufficient for every 

< trial, and for the performing of every duty, 

< to do nothing without him, to leave every 
« thing to him, and to commit ourielves wholly 
i to hirh, and this not only now and then/ but 
t at all times, without ceafing. Be thankful 
i in every thing. Give thanks for adverfity, 

< as well as for profperity ; for evil as well as 
% for good report ; for pain, as well as for cafe; 
c Hot ikknefs, as well as for health ; for ^he 

< lofs of goods, as well as for the increafe of 

< fubftance \ for . the death, as well as for thd 

< life of friends; for enemies, and for tempta- 
« tions from the devil, as well as for freedom 
c therefrom. Give thanks not only for what is 
€ naturally pleating to us, but for what is alfd 
« grievous to carnal men ; be thankful that the 

< will of God is accomplished • For he that is 

< fully conform'd thereto, will be fenfible th«£ 
€ his will is always beft i if fo, it is matter of 

# thankfulncfs Aal vlYkiX u^A* **i^\ ^tmitted 
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* ordered by unerring yi^ifjlom, therefore in every 

* thing give thanks, and not only, do fo now and 
^ then, but at all tinned, upoi> evefy occafiom 

* Thi pure in heart fee God in all tMngs, there-? 

* fore in every thing th^ give thanks. While Joh 

* fawGod in all hi$ loiles of goods and childrent 

* he could praife God \ but afterwards lofins 

* that fight of God wl^ich he had at firft, he loft 
' patience : Now what he did at one time, we arc; 

< commanded to do always. If after all it fhould 

* be faid, all this may be done, though iin re 

* mains in the heart, I deny it ; as well as that 
' any man can love God with all his heart, and 

* his neighbour as Himfelf, whilft there is the rcn 

< mains of fin in him. The thing is fo plain, 

* (bat it needs no other proof than appealing 

* to every believer's confcicnce,. whether fin^ 
^ when ftirring and rifing, up in the heart, tho* 
^ it (houid be kept under, is iiot an interruption 

* to joy, prayer, and thankfulnefs, and whether. 

* it docs not frequently put us ofF our guar4,. 

* and jn fpight of ^11 pur. effprts prevent our be-, 
^jng. engaged in tbofe duties agreeable to the 
' injunftion. ' , 

« Za CHARY being filled with the Holy Ghoff,. 
^ prophefied, That me being delivered out cf the. 

* hands of our enemies^ Jhould ferve GodwtthoHt^ 
*fear^ in bolinejs (implying ah inward confor- 

* niity to the divine* image,) and righteou/nfJs\ 
« (implying an outward conformity to the divine 

* will,) aU thi days of our life. The latter 

* claufe certainly puts the queftion out of all 

* difpute, Jll the days of our life. Not in the 

* article of death, when it wVlV \>^ o\\\. ^"^^ «»^'^.. 

* power thus to feivc \\\m •, W\\\ q\x\\\^^-.^^'^ 
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* teaches us thus to pray» Thy wtU bedtm on earthy 

• as if is done in heaven. Ahd how is it done 

* there ? Why in every particular, with conftan- 

♦ cy and chearfulnefs without any mixture of im- 

• patience, difcontent, or . unholy difpofitionsl 

* Can it be fuppofcd when we make this prayer 

* agreeable to his own inftruftiort, that our Lord 

• would not have us lo expeft the power to do his 

♦ will, *tili our breath leaves us, when we cannot 

* poflibly do his will upon earth as ' if is done in 

* heaVen ; can we imagine that he commands us 

* to pray for what he defigus we ihould never 

• perform ? 

« We read ailfo, that he gatfe himfelf for h's^ 

* that he might redeem us from all iniquity^ and pu^ 

* rify unto himfelf a peculiar people zealous of good 

• works. And St. John tells us, that God is faiths 

• ful andjufi to forgive us ourfins^ and to cleanfeus 
^ from all unrighteoufnefs. Faithful and juft to 

• forgive us our fins ! Why ? What obligation is 

• he under to forgive us, who are by nature chiU^ 

* dren of wrathj and more fo by wicked works ? 

* AH that he has to bind or oblige him thereto, is 

* his own promises ; and now the word is gone out 
« of his mouth, he cannot rejeA any that come 
« to him through his fon, whom he has given for 

* the fins of the whole world, becaufe he is a 
« promife-keeping God. But is this forgivenefs 

• to be experienced in life? Or a few nloments^ 

• or hours before death, or longer? T:.e apoftlc 

• mentions nothing atall of theprecifetim . hutthe 

• general tenor of fcripture is this, he that believ^ 
* eth Jhall he faved^ and many who have fimply 

relied upon ihe mwvv o? CVov^^ \vw^ ^^w'e^ 

** Vvccw 
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* him faithful in forgiving them inftanily, and 
^ have lived tvirenty, thirty or forty years after. 
« Will not the fame argument then hold good in 
« the other cafe ? Certainly it will. Let us try, 

* Is he faithful and jufl, to cleanfe us from all un- 
« righteoufnefs ? Why i What obligation is he 

< under? Or what has he to bind him ? Our me- 

* rits, or our faithfulncfs ? No, nothing of all 

< this, but his own promifes, which he has again 

* and again made, that he will do it, if we will 

* but feek the bleffing, according to his will. 

* For what he has promifed, his faithfulnefs binds 
« him to fulfil. But when will he do it ? In the 

* article of death, or a little before, or foraetim^ 

< before we die ? The fcriptures herein are filentji 
« and leave us to the ufe of our reafon, which 
« ought to diftate to us, that as God has com- 
« manded us to love him with all our heart, and 

< has promifed to circunicife it that we mdy, and 

* being under the grcateft obligations fo to do, 

< we ought not to defer it, but to feek and expeft 

* the power, 'till we receive it. God being wil- 

* ling to juftify a finner teng before death, by pa- 

* rity of reafon, he is willirig to cleanfe the bc- 
« liever from all filth\nefi of flejh and fplrit long 

< before death ; for the promifes relating to both, 

* are oi the fame tenor. We find no diftinflion in 
« the bible, that God has made between juftiiica- 
« tion and fanditification, in refpe£t of time. He 
« does not fay, that the one may be at any time, 
« but the other not 'till a little before death. Do 

* we riot then difhonour God, to imagine that he 

* will l^e faithful long before . death, to juftify a 

* fmncr who diligently feeks him ; whilft we make 

* him to mock his children^ b^ ^xv^fckKvw^^^^sv \s* 

« M^Qi even a fm{u\ tViW^x^ \>^ ^\^^\\^^-»>:^^ 
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* them unutterable groans, and firong cries day 

* and night, for dehverance from inbred fin, and 

* giving ihern gieat and precious promifes, where- 

* by they might be encouraged to feek and exr 

* pefl a releafe every moment, when, after all, 

* he will not free them 'till death. The apoftle 

* therefore to vindicate God, tells us, that he is 
^faithful and jujl t$ cleanfe us from all unrighte-- 

* oufnefs^ as well as to forgive us curftns. Sure- 

* ly if he hadprov'd himfelf faithful in doing the 

* one, he will be faithful to do the other alfo, if 

* we feek the one as diligently as we fought the 

* other. If any fhould fay, to clean/e hom all 
^ unrighteoufnefs, does not mean the extirpation 

* of all fin, I would aflc, what does it mean ? 

* The word unrighteoufnefs here in the text, if 

* it has any meaning at all, muft imply inward as 

* well as outward fin, whatever it may do elfe- 
' where. Therefore to be cleans'd from all un- 

* righteoufnefs is to be delivered from all unholy 

* tempers, defnres,- thoughts ; to have them ut- 

* terly deftroy'd, to have their memory pcriflij fo 

* as to feel them no more. 

* But fome may fay, we fee no witneffes of 

* this, none who are thus cleans'd, therefore we 
< cannot believe the do£^rine of entire fan(5tifica- 

* tion i but we fee witneffes of juftification, peo- 

* pic who know their fins forgiven, , therefore 

* we can believe the doflrine of prefent pardon, 
« or juftification. This is nothing to th« purpofe, 

* For in faft, the truth is, they believe the doc- 

* trine of the one, therefore they believe there are 

* witneffes of it ; they deny the do^rine of the 

* other^ therefore they believe there are no wit- 
^ ncITca thereof. Some aga\ii v.i^d\t woihin^of 
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< juft!fication, and therefore deny there are any 

* who know their fins forgiven ; but is this any 

* proof againft the doftrine ? Yes, if the former 

* proves any thing againft the do6Jrine of entire 

* fanSification ; for the one proves juft as much 

* as the other, and no more. Therefore, if this 

* manner of proving the truth is to be allowed hi 
f the one cafe, it ihould be allowed in the other 

* alfo, and then we muft come to this unhappy 

* conclufion, that neither the one nor the other, 
^ is to be experienced in this life. But to the 

* law and the teftimony : For the moft prudent 

* way is to be determined by them, and not by 

* men's experience, nor by what they believe. 

* St Paul, in praying for the Tf7eJfalonianSy fays, 

* 7bi very God of peace fanSfiJy you wholly : Md 

* I pray God your whole fpirit^ and foul and IfOify^ 
be preferved blameUfs^ to the coming of our^ Lord 

* Jejfus Chrift. Faithful is be^ that calleih yo^, 

* woo alfo will do it.. Can ^ny fcripture or words 

* exprefs a liberty from fin, in aUronger mart- 

* ner i And can any thing be plainer tban the pra- 

* mife annexed ? He will do it. But when ? In 

* the article of death I Ox juft a few minutes, or 

< hours before we depart I There is not the Icaft 
^ intimation of death in the whole fentence. • is 

< it poffible that thefe words fiiould be intended 
^ for the dying i Surely reafon didates they are 

* ■ not ta be fo unvlerftood. Who does not believC) 

* if he dies with his fpirit, foul and body wholly 

* fanfiified, that he ihall be preferved blamclefs, 

* to the day of judgment ? As death puts an end 

* to every thing relating to time, . every promife 

* conceiningholinefi^ which is our qualification 

* for glory, is no more to be deferr'd :'till death:^ 

* than our juftificatioa(hQ\x\)4't% ^\\\<^^''a;^^^^\v% 



« 



. < 



-^sx^ 



[ I90 ] 

and there is juft the fame grounds in fcripture, 
to defer the one as the other, . to that period. 
All God's commandments relate to our ftate of 
probation, and afterwards we fhall be condemn- 
ed or acquitted, as we have conformed (3r 
lived agreeable thereto; therefore, no com* 
mandment in the bible can concern us in the 
article o( death \ for in that inftant our proba 
lion ends, and we are no longer in a capacity 
of obeying ordifobeying thofe commands which 
relate to this life. To poftpone all the com- 
mand menes, referring to the purifying curfihrs 
evm as God is pure \ and alJ the fand^ifying pro- 
mifcs 'till death, is to make God give very 
ftrange commands, and odd kind of promifes. 
It is to make him fay fomcthing, and to me^' 
nothing. And though God may. not deliver 
all his children from fin, 'till the laft momenf ; 
yet it is plain, none of the Commandments can 
refer to that period, any more than' the coni- 
mand of believing^ and the pcomifes of ju(H^ 
fication refer to the laft moment, becaule fonte 
are not juftified 'till then. Afli^ faith Chrift, 
that your jny may be full. What, that our joy 
may be full, when we come to die? No furely. 
But afk that it may be full now, fof certainly it 
will be iuW after death, if we go to gloiy. And 
furely the words muft imply the deftru£lion of 
fin, for joy cannot be fald to be full, whilft fm 
is mix'd with it, or fin remains in the heart. 

« If the above fcriptures will not prove a free- 
ly dom from fm before death, I think, none will, 

* therefore I Ihall produce r\o more ; but conchide 

* by (hewing, that fome the apoftles wrote to, 
.^MuA have attained^ unle& we ovake thofe (crip- 
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^ lureiy .which fhall be now confider'd, to have 
*.fto meaning, or the different ftates of chriftians 

* which the apoilles make, to be one and the fame. 

* Stv y^^i wrote to little children, young men 
^ and fathers. Unlefs fathers were fuch as had 
V^^ttain'd, whait diilin&ion fhall be made between 
^Children.ao^ young men, and between thefe and 

* Withers ? True St. Paul fay^, / count not myfelf 
f to hav€ apprthtndedy (furely not .meaning th^t he 
^ had not received theperfe^lbveof God^ which 
^ cafts out all fear, but that he had not received 

< all that meafure of grace he faw was for him 
f before Jiis departure; or having an eye to his 
^.martyrdom,, and the day of the refurr^ion, he 
f could not count himfelf to have attained 'till 
f..tbQn> being' a thirft to die for his Lord, and to 
^.rife^ bodily as well as fpiritually, after his lilce-*^ 

* ncfs. Therefore thefe words may be very con* 

* fiAent with the following, and in no wife prove, 
^ that neither he, nor any of thofe to whom he 

* wxote, were pot delivered from fin) therefore 

* let us, 4tS'fnany as be perfeSiy be thus minded^ 

* ftill to prcfs forwar^d after farther degrees of 

* holinefs, for there is much more f<>r us than 

* we have yet received. And we may fuppofe 

* that St. John and many more were partakers 
^ of this holinefs which we have been defcrib- 

< ing, when he wrote his fir (I epifile, chapter 

* iv. 17. . H^fiin is Mr love made perfe6f^ that we 

* may have holdnefs in the day of judgment i becaufi 
^,at he ify foiorcwe in this world. 

* What Chrift telk us concerning the corn, 

< that when it is ripe, the fickle is thruft in, and 

* it ia cut down, does not at all prove an^ tkvw^ 

* againft our being delivct«& Uoai^\xw\wvs|,>^'^Q5^ 
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* death, unlefs we inaintainM, there "was no 

* growth afterwards, which we do not. So far 
' from proving any thing againft the dodrtne 

* which hath l^n advanced, I think it wiil fuA- 

* ciently evince the truth of the fame. Our 

* Lord fpeaks thus concerning it, The earth 

* bringeth forth frkit of htrfelf\ firft the bUde^ 

* then the ear^ afur that the full corn in the ear: 
*' But when the fruit is rite^ immediately heputtetB 

* in the/ickUj becaufe the harveji is come. Obferve 

* thefc words. But when the fruit is ripe. It ii 
' plain the fruit is not ripe fo foon as the field 

* is weeded, and the corn is full in the ear, and 

* it is not cut down when it is full, but when it 

* is ripe. So a believer may be deltver*d from all 
« fin, be full of love, of God and of Chrift, and 

* yet not ripe for glory ; for the Lord might 

* have much for him to do and to fuiFer, after his 

* being delivered from in-bred fin, being now in 

* a capacity of fufFering with chearfulnefs, and 

* of doing his will with diligence, and both vnih 

* fteadineu, and hereby bringing great glory to 

* God. A foul then is ripe for glory, when the 

* whole will of God is accomplimed in him, by 

* him, and upon him. Some indeed whom the 

* Lord might deliver from all fin may not be calN 

* cd to do nor to fufFer afterwards, therefore hav- 

* ing nothing more to do or to firSkr^ are ripe as 
♦foon as fin is defttoyed, and their fouls fiUcd 

* with love. And perhaps when God frees his 

* children from fin long before their diflblution, 

* he gives them not fo large a meafure of his 

* fpirit, nor fuch a degree of grace, as he beftdws 

* inftantly upon thofe whom he takes immediate- 
« ly to himfclf, after delivering them from all in- 
' fcred/inflcavintthe Other to grow 'till they receive 
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« fuch a meafurc of his fpirit and degree of holi. 

« ncfs, as fhall be their fitnefs for glory. That 

. • mcafure of his fpirit and degiee of holinefs 

* which may be the fitnefs of one, may not be 

* the fitnefs of another ; for as one flar difFereth 
« from another ftar in glory, fo alfo ' will faints 

* differ at the refurreftion.' 

« As I fee in the bible, the commandments fim- 
« ply laid down with the promifes annext, and I 
« read nothing about the article of death, Iwill, 

* by the grace of God, riegard not the words of 

* in an, but fimply adhere to the word of God. 

* And fhou*d I be miftaken, I fliall adlmore con- 

* fiftently in believing that I fliall receive that 

* which I pray for, than thofe do who pray for 

* i^hdit they' believe they never (hall enjoy 'till 

* after their tranflation. , And the more I prefs 

* after the perfeA love" 'of God, though t fhpuld 

* mifs of it, yet it feems to me IDiall grow more 

* holy, and be more happy in believing my de- 
•fires ftiall be fulfilled, and my labour fliall not 
•be in vain, than thofe will' be who, though 

* they may pray for it, do not prefs after it, nor 

* believe their defircs fliall be accompli(htd. 

* And I imao;ine it can be nothing lefs than fin 

* to pray that God would do' that for me (as per- 

* haps there is not a believer but prays that God 
•^would clcanfe him from all fin, and give him 
•to love him with all his heart, that he might 

* ferve him more perfedily the refidue of his life,) 

* which I fuppofe he never will, as not believing 

* it agreeable to his will thus to cleanfe me, and 
« circumcife my heart, that I might ferve him in 

* holinefs and righteoufnefs all the rt.& ^S. ^xv-^ 

* days* Surely thia is wot ^t?iY^tv^ nnv^ ^^^ 
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< underftanding, any more than it is praying in 
* faith.* 

To conclude, not to love God with all the 
heart, 6ff. and our neighbour as ourfelves, is-^ 
breach of the twc^greateft commandments which 
every believer ought to be humbled for, and ac- 
knowledge with mame to God, though he need 
not diftrefs himfelf upon account thereof, if he 
really defires to fulfil them ; as none but God can 
circumcife the heart, and cleanfe it from all im- 
purity : But then he ihould feek the bleiSng as 
the. one thing needful for him ; relying upon 
God's faithfumefs, and expelling it every mo- 
ment 'till he receives it. As this is the liberty 
defigned by God for his children, and what he is 
ftriving to brins them to, by all his threatnings 
and promifes, all his cautions and warnings, his 
judgments and tender mercies, various operations 
of his fpirit, and permiffion of innumerable tem[)- 
tations to aflault ; let us beware how we '* break 
" them and teach men fo,*' forfuch (faith Chrift) 
** fliall be called the leaft in the kingdom of hea- 
•* ven i but whofoever fliall do and teach then}, 
^' the fame fliall be called great in the kingdom 
«« of heaven." Among which latter and happy 
number, I pray you may be found. 
Sir, 

and your fmcere friend. 



To the fame. 
Sir, 

WHEN I firft had a thought of cxtrafling 
the firft ipatt ol Ih^ VC^mfc on Chriftian 
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PerfeStioHy I had no intention of proceeding far- 
ther. ; but upon a more mature reflcdion, it ap- 
peared that if the fecond and third pavts had a 
place in your book, the firft would be more 
beneficial and better approv'd of ; by this means . 
aifo the fubftance of that ufeful treatife would be 
read by many^ who now will not look into it, 
becaufe of the title, againil which they have im- 
bibed an inveterate prejudice ; though it were to 
be wilhed that every religious perfon had that 
treatife, whether they believe the doftrine of per- 
fection or no, upon account of that union be- 
tween Chrift and a believer, which it treats of 
in the iecond party as it is there called* 

The divifion of ift, 2d, and 3d, I myfelf have 
made for diftindfion. faJke,-though all thefe in that 
traA are included in the firft. My firft dividoa 
unfolds the doctrine, the fecond proves fuch a ftate 
to be attainable long before death, and this points 
out the manner whereby we might be happy par- 
takers of it. 

* The believer (continues' my author) that 
^ would arrive at it muft be thoroughly awaken'd 

* to a deep feeling fenfe of the want of it, in order 
^ to go on fteadily in theivay of obedience, and to 
^ rejoice always. He muft alfo fee the danger he 
^ is expos'd to of making fhipwreck of faith, 

* vvhilft there is in him an evil htart of unbelief y 

* which would continually make him to depart 
^ from the living God* He muft take care that he 

< lays no other foundation than (hat which is al- 

< ready laid, the Lord Jefus Chrift ; through 

* whom, and by faith in whofe bVosA^ \sfc ^^vJ^v- 

^ nucs in the favour of Go4» a«k^ h<a Vi ^wV% ^1. 
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rtghteoufnefs that be hath dom. As at firft, by 
faith, and not by the deeds of the law, he wag 
juftified ; fo by faith, and not by the deeds of 
the law, he continues in a juftified ftate. And 
as pardon is God's irc^ gift, he muft fee that 
holinefs is alfo ; that God fand^ifies as -freely 
as he juftifies; and that therefore by the deeds 
of the law, he can no morje merit the perfect 
love of God, than he could before juftification 
by his good works, merit that degree of love 
which he received when he was nrft juftiiied* 
He muft be fenfible of the purity of God's na- 
ture, of his law, as aifo of his own depravity ; 
and believe, that if he perfeveres in feeking, 
and will not reft without that perfeft love which 
cafteth out all fear, he fliall.furely obtain it. 
But then he muft feek it.by.de/iying iiimfelf, 
taking up his crofs, watching, praying, fight* 
ing, endeavouring to be found in every duty» 
and feeling that after all he is but an unprofita* 
hie fervant. His dependence muft be upon the 
faithfulnefs of him, who has promifed to cleanfe 
us from all unrighteoufne/s^ and not upon the 
means he ufes, or any thing he does or has 
done. Sin being his burden, which he trulv 
ha^cs, and a full conformity to God in ail 
things his defire, his unfaithfulnefs and un- 
worthinefs (hould not difcouraee him; for-he 
ought to be fenfible that he will never be wor- 
thy, and that he is never likely to be faithful, 
whilft his heart remains deceitful, which it will 
be, whilft fin or unbelief is in it. Therefore 
he fliould eye the promifes whereby he might 
partake of the divine nature^ and look upon him- 
/ejf as the objeft to whom they belong, as not 
feeing made to ^% \t"^^ ^ \\r^x^ Wvta thofe 
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< who defirc to be fo. A belief hereof will make 

* him to feek, and exped the renewal of his foul in 

* righteoufnefs, in fpight of all oppofitions. Yea, 

* though the Lord proves him for a while by dry- 

* nefs in prayer, deadnefs in every ordinance; 
"^ lays open to his view all the evil of his heart, 

* and permits the enemy to come in as a flood, 

* yet will he fay. He that Jlxall (ome^ will come^ 

* and will not tarry. Thefe temptations being in- 

* tended for his good, if he will exercife faith, 
' inftead of giving place to evil-reafoning, mur- 

* muring, and impatience, his foul fhall be brought * 

* nearer to God thereby. The Lord firft proves 
^ us various ways, before he gives us the blefling. 

* He will delay the fulfilment of his promifes for 

* a feafon to try our faith, to prove whether we 

* will continue to feek 'till we find, and patiently 
' wait his time, and fimply rely upon his faith^ 

* fuhiefs to do as he has promifed, in fpight of 

* our unworthinefs and corruption, his delays, 

* and all oppofitiwis whatever. So he tried the 

* cliildien of Ifrael whom he intended to bring 

* into the good land, but becaufe they grew im- 
' patient, and gave way to unbelief and murmur- 
ing. He fwort in his wrath^ that they Jhould not 

* enter into his reji. Let him therefore that would 

* enter into that reft, where God is lov'd alone, 
and ail is joy and peace, take heed he does not 

*. fall (hort of it after their exam pie, and charge God 

* fooliflily ; but rather let him be difcouraged by 
' nothing^, not even by his falls, knowing that a 

* full conformity to God in all things is ihe very 

* defire of his foul, find to pleafe him the only 

* thing he would aim at. liut let him aft faitli 
'upon Jefui^ Chfilt,, the goodnels oC <vivA^ -kvs^ 

* bis- .pTpoiifesx .l^y meai5\s pt v^\C\c!cv\\\%V3Lv^^^^ 
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* be increafed, and he fhall receive more (Irength, 
' and light, and the promifes fhall be furely ac- 

* complifhed in due feafon. No child of God 

* that defires to be delivered from inbred (In, fiiould 

* look to his unworthinels, to the length of time 

* he has been juftified, to his faithfulnefs and 

* fteadinefs fince he has been pardoned, to hts^ 

* fufFerings; neither to tikis nor to the other be- 

* liever who is not yet delivered from his evil 

* heart ; but to Chrift^///«^ upon his throne^ and 

* creating all things neWj confidering whether he 
' now thirfls, ufes the means, and pleads the pro- 

* mifes relating to fuch an one, and to fuch a 

* condition j one of which promifes is this. Let 

* him that is athirft come^ In the prefent tenfe. 

* Come now, come whilft he is athirft, come as 
< foon as he is athirft, not when histhirftis gone, 

* for then he will not come; bcfides, there is no 

* promife for any who is not athirft. 

« Agreeable to this is that other text, Ble£^ 

* ed are they who hunger and thirjl after righteouf- 

* «(/}, /flir they Jhall be filled. And though the 

* Lord Ihould with- hold the blefling for a feafon 

* to try his faith and patience, let him continue 

* feeking and trufti/g in the Lord, and expeS- 
« ing it every moment. He fhowld be entirely 

* refigned to the will of God, leaving the time 

* and manner to him when and how to beftow it, 

* only he muft obftinatelv peifilt in feeking and 

* expediing, becaufe he who has promiled cannot 
•lie; and noihing pleafcs God more ihan fuch 

* a weW-groun. cd confidence in him as is not to 

* be (haken upon any account. No ; though he 
•/hould fecmingly deny to fatisfy his defires, and- 
^AeuJd deal wivWWvm^^>w\\S^vVkfe^^t<>-Phceni- 
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* cian woman, whofe faith he fo much applaud- 

* ed ; and as God is true, he will meet with her 

* fuccefs^ for he fhall be delivered, and that ere 

* long. For his encouragement he has thefc 

* fcripturcs. O that my people had hearkened to me^ 

* (that is believed me) and Ifrael had walked in 

* my ways^ I I Jhould foon have fubdued their ene- 

* mi i. Mark that word. Soon. And /hall not 

* God avenge his own ele£f^ which cry day and night 

* to him? I tell you that he will avenge them Jpee* 

* dily. Obferve that word alfo, Speedily. 

* Reader, may the Lord imprefs it upon thy heart ; 

* th.it if thou art fmcerely fceking the bleiling 

* he may fpeedily avenge thee. — 

* If any man ihould afk whether the de{!ru6li- 

* on of fin is gradual or inftantaneous, 1 anfwcr 
' it is both. And fo is juiVification. The one 

* is as the other. A finncr is hrft convinced of 

* fin, then of unbelief, afterwards of his own 

* righteoufnefs being but as filthy rag?, and by 

* continuing in the means of grace, grows in 

* the knowledge of himlelf, fin, and the nature 

* of faith i and fome wrecks, months, or years 
' after, is juififieo. And tiiou^h this may not 
' be the experience of all, ytt it is of many, 

* Some perhaps may be convwxed at one and the 

* f<;me time of fin, unbelief and the infuffici- 

* ency of their own righteoufnefs to merit God's 

* favour ; yet they giow in this knowledge, and 

* receive more and more p >wer accordingly to 

* for fake fin, renounce theni(clves, and fee the 

* great need the} have of Lhrift; and after a ^ 

* while they are let at liberty. In b^'th cafes, 

* though in the above inlianccb the work l^^-w* 

* dual, yet the remwv?A c>^ ^>J^^^^> ^^ "^^ -a.^ /^^ 
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jufttfying, is inftantaneous. In like manner, 
a believer denies himfelf, mortifies the deeds of 
the body, ftrives to {uffer, and to do all the 
will of God, endeavours to have a watchful 
fpirit, and to keep under all his corruptions, 
that they might in no wife have power over 
him ; but, after all, finding he is often taken 
ofF his guard, by means of which he is fre- 
quently overcome by impatience, pride, fooliili 
defires, vain thoughts ; and fometimes led to 
murmur at Providence j yea, to neglect duties, 
to crow weary of ordinances, to be cold, dead, 
ana wandering in the ufe of them ; and to give 
place to lightnef<:, unprofitable ta^k, and unne* 
ceffarily fpeaking of the faults of others, he i^s 
more convinced of the finfulnefs of fin, the de- 
ceitful nefs of his own heart, and the preciouf- 
nefs of Chrift ; whereby he fees that every mo- 
ment he needs the merits of his death, and 
his conftant teaching ; but more efpccially that 
he wants him as a king, to deftroy all his ene- 
mies. By means of this great oppofition which 
fin makes, he is made very fcnfible of the ab- 
folute neceflity there is of having it totally tak- 
en away, root and branch, and therefore ftrives 
againft it with all his might j though the more 
he is determined to have it deftroyed, the more 
it oppofes ; and the believer that is thus ftrug- 
gling for maftery, feels the power and ftrength 
of it perhaps in a greater degree than another, 
who is not like-minded. It is probable when 
the ftruggle is at the height, the believer fight- 
ing againft it^ as it were foot to foot, never^ 
felt fin fo ftrong and powerful as rK>w ; and he 
may be fo put to it, as to think he muft yield, 
and can hodd out no avoie« Then, it is tha^ 
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* Chrift, the captain of his falvation, fteps forth, 

* and flays it with the bright nefs of. his coming 5 

* then in an inftant the oppofition ends, the car- 

* nal mind vaniflies away, and the foul is fet at 

* full liberty. Neverthelefs after this, there is a 

* conftant growing, and receiving more and more 

* of the image of God, 'till we are ripe for glory, 

* the corn being now but juft full in the car. 

* And this releafe from fin, as well as the deli- 

* verance from guilt, may be within a few weeks, 

* or months, after we begin to feek it as we 

* ought. For we do not read in the bible that 

* we muft feck if, fo long a time at leaft, before 

* we fliould cxpcft to receive it ; or that a finner 
< has greater encouragement to expedl pardoa 

* much fooner after he begins to feek it in good 

* earneft, than a believer to expeft freedom from 

* inbred fin, when he fecks it with his whole 

* heart. To me it appears, that the fcriptures 

* give the fame encouragement to the one as to 

* the other. Why fo few attain to a liberty from 

* fin, and fo many experience the forgiyenefs of 

* their fins, a good reafon may be affign'd. Ma- 

* ny believe and feek the one, but few believe 
^ and feek the other. 

* That the deftruflion of fin is inftantane- 

* ous, is evident, becaufe the rooting of it out, or 

* making a full end of it, depends not at all ^up-^ 

* on works, nor upon our faithful nefs, any more 

* than juft ification depends thereon; but entirely 

* upon our believing God, that he will do as he 
^ has promifed, and upon his faiihfulnefs to ac- 
' colnplifh wh^t he has engaged to do, upon con^^ 

* dition of our believing. U it fli-ouW. '^^ ^ais^-, 

* There is a differcacc bei>N«ti ^Ssl^^^^^xv^^^^* 
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* liever, and that more is required of the one 

* than of the other ; I deny it abfolutcly with re- 

* fpcd to meriting any thing. If means are td 

* be ufcd by the one, fo are they to be ufed by 

* the other -, and as the one fhould, fo ought the 

* other to look through them to Chriftr. What 

* the one (hould cxpedl from them, the other 

* ought, and no more. The believer has no more 

* to bring, than the finner, and can receive no- 

* thing from God but by faith ; being fandified 

* as well as juftified thereby. J^s xxvi. 18. By 

* faith we obtain promifes. Heb. xi. 33. 

• It is with fin, as it is with a tree. You may 

* lop it, but the branches will grow again ^ take 

* it up by the roots, and the memory of it fhall 

* perifhr You may imagine a particular fin is de- 

* ftroycd, and aim at the extirpation of another j 

* but becaufe the root remains, you fliall find, 

* when a proper occafion offers, that that fin; 

* though apparently dead, (hall rife again, and 

* attack you with more violence than even And 
^ becaufe you thought it dead, you will be in 

* greater danger of being overcome by it ; and 

* this may be the cafe, ^ter it has been afleep 

* for years. To aim at the deftruflion of any 

* one fin, without laying the axe to the root, is 

* like rocking a child to fleep,. whom you may 

* quiet for the prefent, but he will awake by and 
^ by, and give you as much if not more trouble 

* than ever. To ftrive to have the heart cleanf- 

* cd from all corruption, by deftroying one fin 

* after another, is never the way to cleanfe it ; 

* for who knows the thoufandth part ot hb fins ? 
\And if any one had a thorough knowledge of all 

^rAe branches fpring,\ng kota^ ^^ ^h\V loot^'fie 
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^ would require an eternity to purify his heart in, 

< feeing he is fo long before he can apparently 
« accomplifli the ruin of one ; and after flattcr- 

* ing himfelf for a feafon, that he has entirely 

< conquered it, he is again as violently afTaul ted 
' by the fame, as if it was the only fin now rc- 

* mainihg, and all the reft were totally deftroyed ^ 

* though perhaps an hoft of them, after a while, 

* Ihail attack him all together, and drive him to 

* his wit's end. The overthrow of fin being an 
' a£t of omnipotency, is not cffe£led by mighty nor 

< by power J hut by my fpiritj faith the Lord. It is 

< flain at a ftroke, when the Lord lays to his hand ; 
^ ddQS up the fountain, and unites us wholly 

* to himielf. However, if we dcfire deliverance) 

* we muft ufe the means } but we muft look for no 
^ more from them, than the Ifraelites did from 

< the blowing of ram's horns ; yet, had they not 
^ performed that command, God would not have 
f thrown down the walls of Jericho, being not 

< bound by his promife to do it, but upon their 

* following his direfiions. So only the mighty 

* power of God can throw down the walls of 

* in*dwelling fm in our hearts ; and he will not do 

< it, but in the ufe of the means he has ordained, 

* From what has been faid it appears, that I 

* have advanced nothing but what is altogether 

* fcriptural, and agreeable, to found experience j 
' fandification muft be acknowledged to be a 

* progreffive work, and the deftrudiion of fin an 
^ inftantaneous a£l." 

I heartily pray that all true believers may be 
convinced of their unfpeakable privik^^*i^^^^^^ 
couragcd to prefs after ih^ wy>^vas.tix^\ \^s '•^j 
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that you and they may enter into this gloriou^ 
reft, where God is lov'd alone, as alfo. 

Your fincere friend and fervant, 



Jpril, .1768. 
: My Dear Friend, - 

ir H A V E been often grieved to hear preachers 
«J[> tell their congregation, when they have been 
Ihewing who the people of God are, that they 
are only thofe who know their fins forgiven, and 
have received the fpirit of adoption, fiut I can*t 
conceive that they have any authority from fcrip* 
ture for fpeaking thus. . Thofe facred pages ra- 
ther teach us, that the people of God arc all 
thofe who fear him ; and this certainly implies 
feekers as well as believers. That men who have 
the fear of God are his people, I think, is plain 
-in holy writ ; for, *' On thefe who fear his 
** name fhall the Son of Righteoufne(s arife with 
<* hcal-ing in his wings." On believers he hath 
already rifen, therefore the text cannot mean 
them, but thofe who are feeking God with all 
their heart, and have not yet rafted of his par- 
doning love. Who will then be fo bold as to 
affirm, that thofe who fear God, have deliberate- 
ly chofen him, renounced the devil with the 
world and all in it, approve of his laws, and- 
phn of falvation, are not to be reckoned among 
his people i 
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A finner turning to God, truly itpcnting of 
all his former fins, relying only on the merits of 
Chriftior par<loii, hoKniS^ and heaven^ has as- 
good a right to claim all the promiies as the chil- 
dren of God have, 4nd to txptEt every fpiritual 
bleffing, and temporal too, (o far as tbty may 
conduce to his happinefi, as the othdrs. And 
they may, and oue^, as well as thole, to reii 
upon the faithfulnefe of Almighty God, to con- 
duA tbem fafc through the vauley of the fliadbw 
of death, by making them meet for ^ory, before ^ 
they pafs through it. As feekers dying unpardon- 
ed, cannot enter into difc kio^om of heaves f 
fo neither can believers dying with the remains oiF 
fin in them ; but God will cut his work fliort in 
f ighteoufnefe, both in the one and the other, he-i 
fore he calls diem hence, if they endure to the end* 
_. Wherefore, we may affirm from God's infellible 
word, that a itncere feeker can no more perifh 
than a true bdiever ; for God is bound by his pro« 
mifes to prote6l-, blefs, and fave the one as the 
other, then confequently both are his people, the 
broken hearted finner as much as die believer. 
/ /aid noU (faith God) t$ the feed 9f Jacob, 
fiek ye me in vain, Ifa. 45. 19. A broken and a 
4ontnt€ heart i OGod! thouwiil notdefpife. Pfa. 

Nevertheless I acknowledge there is a 
wide difference between them. The children of 
God enj^y unfpeakable Weffings, which the others 
^o not. It is in the church in this^refpeA, as in 
a family. The mafter is bound to feed, fupport, 
prote<a, and take care of his fervants, as well as 
children ; and tho* he keeps the foxmtt ^X^k^^^s^t. 
iKftaiice than the latter, and i\v^t^ v^ uox ^•^^^'^- 
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miliarity between the mjifter and the fervant, as 
between the parent and child, nor have fuch fa- 
vours conferred upon them, nor enjoy the fame 
liberty, yet he is kind, tender, doing good to all, 
inafmuch as they are all under his governmeDt* 
and of his houfhold In this view I fee true peni- 
tents, and therefore rank them, as I think the 
bible does, among the people of God, 

If God called backfliding Jfrael his people, 
faying, ** My people perifh for lack of know* 
*' ledge," how much more ate they his people, 
who truly fear him I Surely theft: are emphati- 
cally fo, and with great propriety $ therefore 
their repentance, and whatfoever they do with a 
fingle eye to God, is well- pleating to him. It 
muft be, I conceive, very difcouragingtoAnners, 
weeping on account of their diflance from God, 
groaning under a guilty confcience, ftriving to 
ferve him according to their power, longing to 
love him, and to believe in Jefus Chrift, to be 
called children of the devil; and tobe told, not- 
withftanding they iiave renounced him and ail 
his works, that nothing they can do will pleafe 
God : Befide, it is indeed no better than making 
God a tyrant, who is not to be pleafed, though 
his commands are complied with. If God rer 
quires no more of a finner than to repent, ani 
continue in all the means ViH he gives him 
faith, and reveals himfelf to him, he, if not put 
in the room of Chrift, or laid for a foundation, 
/urely accepts of -tbe fame. God only expedbs that 
from his creatures which they have^ and not that 
which they have not. He is not as man, who 
reaps where he has not fow'd. 

If 
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It wQufd be well for thofe who abhor Anti* 
nofnianifm and Moravianifm to confider upon 
this, for it leads diredly to both, and nothing 
more fo. If my repentance and attending the 
ordinances are not agreeable to God, then my 
repentance and ufing the means of grace is fin ; 
and it muft be fo, otherwife God would b« 
pleafed therewuh. The confequence of~ which 
then is, we mufl do nothing, not even lift our 
hearts up to heaven^, as this will not be pleaiing 
to God ; and (b, without feeking oc defiring the 
kingdom of God, imagine^ that it will, drop 
down into our fouls as rain upon the earth: 
That our prayers and alms deeds are agreeabte to 
God and accepted, if the heart is fincere, we 
have an infiance of in Cornd'ms ; yet not that 
he was, or we can be ju{lified,.or our perfbnt 
accepted for the fake .of them^ but becaufe God 
requires that wefliould.ceafefrom evil, and learn 
to do well,- if we would be faved through the 
merits of hia beloved fon.; as rebels j who have 
no reafon to expedl clemency from their prince 
till they throw down their arms, and acknow- 
ledge that they deferve not the mercy they fu© 
for, and if pardoned,! will own his unmerited 
goodnefs and his free grace. — ^Wifhing that thefe 
thing* were more cpnflder'd, I remain. 

Your fincerc and afFcftionate friend, 

F.— G~. 



Chester, June^ 1768. 
Dear Sir, 

I Have defired Mr, W to procure tb^^ 

books for you, and Xo feiA^Jwws^V^ "^^ '^^^ 
_ S 2. ^ 
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good opportunity: But I would hope that your de-* 
firing to read them, does not proceed from your 
wavering. I pray God, they may not caufe you 
to ftaggert and that he would make them a means 
of rooting you more in your prefent principles f It 
is (6 hard a thing to Jay faft hold on the truth, and 
fa eafy to let it go, eipecially when we are grier* 
oufly tempted, and have been fo for a long fea- 
ibn, that I hope my dear brother will not be . 
ciFended, if I put him' in mind of our Lord's 
exhortation, WATCH; and if I advife him 
to read thofe books fparingly, and not to enter 
too deep into them ; and it would be weJi to read 
them with much prayer and trembling. I think 
I have as much liberty in prayer for you, as I 
have for myfelf^ and that in hA is very little, if 
any : However, this does not difcourage me, as 
it is not fo much liberty in the ordinances, as a 
will refign'd to God, that I feek after. I look 
upon the ordinances as inftruments, or tools, to 
build the fpiritual houfe with, which I (hall have 
no farther occafion for, when the houfe is finifb- 
ed: Wherefore, whilft I know the building is 
going on, I care not by what means. Never* 
tbele(s, I acknowledge it is right l^at we fhould 
flrivetowiit upon God in the moft agreeable 
manner that we can; but then after we have 
done our beft, we fhould not diftrefs ourfelves be- 
caufe we could do no better. We may find great 
liberty in bringing out abundance of words be- 
fore the throne ; but then if faith is not mixecl 
therewith, they are but empty founds, and have 
not fbength enough to reach heaven, though we 
ourfelves fhould be pleas'd with them. A figh 
or groan is equal to a thoufand words, and a fin* 
gJc a& of faith) when a foul caa ti<^ther groan 



nor make ufe of words, is to be preferred befbi« 
a thoufand groans or ten thoufand words. But 
bbferve that this exercjfe of faith i;3 a&ually pray-* 
er, though the foul (hould be ever fo much fWitt 
vp, and that nothing elfe is. A fingle a<^ of 
faith therefore is more prevalent with God, th^n 
a multitude of groans or words, utter'd with the 

f;reateft liberty and fweetnef^;, if faith is wanting, 
t may then be faid with great propriety, wlien 
we live in the continual exercife of faith, that 
we pray without ceafing, though we may feldom 
find liberty in the manner vve generally defirei, . 

Bra long courfe of drynefs.in duties, I think 
the Lord has at laft brought, me in a great fnea- 
fure to live by faith : Not but that I an> afliamed 
I do not wait upon God in his ordinances better 
than I do, and count it a fin that I do not. But 
knowing that I cannot hdp myfelf, (without 
diftrefling myfelf upon account of it, which 
would make bad worfej I patiently wait for the 
end of my trial to be anfwered; which is,* to be 
brought fimply to depend upon Chriit alone, and 
not on the means, or comfort, or liberty I might 
be blcfs'd with; nor to be difcouraged when I 
am deprived of them, whilft my confcience bears 
me witnefs that I do defu-e to be dcv:oted to God, 
heartily abhor fin, ^nd am willing to part with 
everything that keepsme at a diftance from him: 
And believing that when I am brought to live 
fimply by faith, and all falfe props. ajc taken a-* 
way, and Chrift is all in all to nie, fo that I am 
difengaged from felf, and a]I things here below, 
I (hall find mpre freedom in every, duty ; whew* 
fore, 'till then I endeavour^ v«\v^x. \ ^^^^'^^V^sx^^^ 
to bMT a« my crofs. 1 w.owU t^xX«& ^;^^^^^ >^^ 
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^u amd myrelf, than find liberty in prayer for a 
whole hour, though I ¥rould ceruinly bt thank- 
fid for the one as well as for die other, for bodi 
are defireable ; yet if we can but believe, we 
Ihottld not affiift ourfelves becaufe we cannot pray 
as wc would. 

O ! my dear brother ! pray for faith ; and if 

Su can [Nray for nothing elfe, be heartily thank* 
: for that, it being the only thing you want. 
Tliough I write thus to you, I would not write 
fo to every one ; for fome would make a bad ufe 
thereof, and give way to carelcilhe/s and indiffe-- 
lency in duties, which I would by no means en- 
courage, and I truft will never be yielded to by 
you, nor. 

Dear Sir, 

Your affc£Uonate brother, 

F— . G— . 



>a/, 1768. 
Dear Sir, 

PRAY, how do you underfland thefe words ? 
«< Bleffsd is he whofe tranfgreffion is for* 
•* given, whofe fin is covered. Blcffed is the 
•' man unto whom the Lord imputeth not ini- 
" quity, and in whofe fpirit there is no guile. 
** P/aim xxxii. i, 2." To me they appear to 
be full of matter, and to contain fbe wh<Je 
fyftem of the chriftian religion. If fuch an one 
A bkdcd or happy* becaufe his tranfgreffion is for- 
pVcwi it denote* that Iwi iwi&^ wxivA^ *«-^ 
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ed of it -; otherwife he could not be happy on 
chat account. That fuch an one muft unavoid* 
ably know it, wiil be plain, when we confider the 
privileges and bleflednefs of him whofe fins are 
forgiven. On him the fun of righceoufnefs h 
rifen with healing in his wings, the light of God's 
reconciled countenance (hineth. He has the wit- 
nefs of his adoption in his heart, the peace of 
God which furpaffes all underftanding, and joy 
in the Holy Ghoft. He has God for his father,. 
Jefus Chrift for his advocate, the BlefTed Spirit 
to teach him all things, to purify his heart, to 
fupporc and comfort bim under all afflidions. 
*' We have received the fpirit (faith the apoftlej 
** which is of God ; that we might know the 
** things that are freely given to us of God." i 
Cor. ii. 12. And our Lord tells us, ** Mary 
** loved much, becaufe much was forgiven her;" 
which implies that ihe knew it,^ as being the 
caufe of her love. 

If any thing more is meant by fin being co* 
vered, than the guilt of it removed, it muft be 
the power of it taken away, for fuch an one it 
not under the law; that is, the condemning pow- 
er of it, whereby he is not able to keep it, but 
under grace, by which he not only loves it, but 
is qualified to fulfil it ; and therefore fin need not 
have dominion over him. In thofe whofe fin is 
covered, old things are done away, arnl all 
things are become new. They are new crea- 
tures, and joined to the Lord in one ipirit* 
To have fin covered is the immediate confe'' 
quence of having tranfgreffion forgiven^ wb^ti. 
the kingdom of heaven^ cov\5i&!\t\% o^ \\^\ft5ap«K.- 
nefs, peace, and joy in tiftft ^<>'^'l ^'^^;J ^^^Ji 
fidiidy brought in. 
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*« Blessed is the man unto whom thtladrd 
imputeth not iniquity." St. Paul has it, '« Will 
not impute fin." At the firft view thefe expref- 
fions might feem to mean the fame thing, bat 
they arc widely different, the one fpeaking of a 
prcfcnt juftification, the other of a future. And 
to whom will the Lord not impute fin ? One in 
whofe fpirit there is no guile. But what may 
we underftand by this i The heart being upright 
before God, having a deep fenfe of our corrupt 
nature, and laying it before the Lord with all the 
evil tempers, words, and works proceeding there- 
from, without a covering ; and not endeavouring to 
appear better before men, than what we really 
are; to be very fenfible.of the heinoufnefs of un- 
belief, that it is the moft crying fin, and provok- 
ing to God, therefore is more humbled upon ac- 
count of it, than any other fin. He knows weU 
that nothing is fo much enforced upon us in the 
book of God as faith, it being of a faving nature ; 
that falvation is begun, carried on, and com- 
pleated by believing ; that as we are juftified 
by faith without the work of the law, fo do we 
remain in the favour of God by that alone, with- 
out the deeds of the law: Wherefore, notwith- 
ftanding he loves holinefs, yet he has no eye to 
that for his acceptanee, but to Chrifl*s atone- 
ment ; and as he puts not his obedience in the 
room of faith or Chrift, he is not difcouragcd 
when he falls into fin ; butinftantly believing that 
fatisfacSion was made for that fin, and relying up- 
on the all-fufficient merits of Chrifl alone, fin is 
not imputed to him, having been imputed to 
Chrift when he died on the crofs, tho* without 
£rmly believing it, he would not receive the be- 
ncfit of it;, and it vou\i \)^ *v^^^^x\R^L a^ \3:\xsi\ Vx. 
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being only by faiths Chrift's merits are made 
overtoils. So he has not^he prefumption t^ 
imagine, there is that virtue in his obedience for 
to keep him in God's favour, or to fatisfy for his 
manifold infirmities ; and that his obedience, in« 
ftead of atoning for his imperfedions, and being 
approved of by God, can in any wife be agreeable 
to him, but as offered to him thro* Chrift for ac- 
ceptance. Such an one who is without guile» 
obeys becaufe he loves God, his commandments^ 
the crofs cf Chrift and felf-xlenial, and therefore 
purifies himfelf even as God is pure, from the fame 
principle. He obeys becaufe he loves, but be- 
lieves for acceptance, whether he has been faithful 
or unfaithful ^ wherefore always thus exercifing 
faith, and by it ftanding faft in that liberty where- 
in Chrift has made him free, when the law ar- 
refts him for his fhort-comings, fins of com- 
miftion and omifHon, he beholds the lamb of Go4 
who was facrificed for them, as welt as for thofc 
committed before his juftification ; and by believ- 
ing, and thereby continuing in the city of refuge> 
and not flying out of it on the wings of unbelief 
and evil-reaionings, the law cannot condemn 
him ; and the Lord will not impute fin to him, 
and cannot, whilft he has by faith faft hold of 
Chrift and his promifes. He is not ignorant of 
his exceftive weaknefs, folly, unworthinefs, and ' 
manifold infirmities, but delights in the ways of 
God, whofe fervice he finds perfcft freedom, 
and the commandments of the Lord are fweetep 
to him than the honey comb, and the dcfireof his 
foul is to be delivered from all fin, to love God 
with all his heart, and to have all the mind which 
was in XJhrift, and forgetting tK<& xVCvcv^ ^«tvv^ 
arc behind, is eagerly pt«i&t\^ torti^x^ ^'^"***^ 
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the mark. But as he puts not his obedience in 
the room of Chrift, he is not difcouraged when 
he falls, nor reafons himfelf out of the favour of 
God ; but rifing inftantly by faith, he afrcfh with 

freater confidence than ever, commits himfelf to 
e(u3^ who alone can keep him from falling, and 
give him ftrength to go forward. Tho' he de- 
fires the perfeS love of God which cafts out all 
fear ; it is not in order to his future acceptance, 
or juftification j for he looks fimply to Chrifl a- 
lone for that, without cafting an eye upon any 
thing he can poffibly do to procure it j he obeys 
not in order to atone for his paft fios, . nor that 
he might abide in the favour of God, but be* 
caufe he loves God, and his commandments, 
which are not grievous, but his great privilege 
to walk by ; and beeaufe he loves him, defires to 
be pure and holy, as he is. He know8 that it is 
iiotDoANDLiVE,butBEJUiEVB andLive; and 
that it is not. Do, and ye fhall never die, but 
Believe, and ye fhall never die, as our Lord 
has faid, " He that believeth, though he were 
** dead, yet (hall he live, and he that liveth and 
*' believeth, fhall never die/' Yet he is fcnfible 
that if his faith is not productive of good works> 
it will nece/Tarily die, he cannot keep it. ^^ 

To conclude, a believer is juftified, and abides 
in the favour of God, as long as he believes in 
Chrift for his righteoufnefs and acceptance ; when 
he turns away ^om this, and as the foolifh Ga^. 
latians did, puts works in the room of faith, or 
looks to them inflead of Chrift, or doubts his 
juftification beeaufe he has not been faithful, or 
i& not more holy, he lofes his evidence, and de- 
parts from GoQ ibro* uu\i^\v^^\ q\ \\ VvaCms that 
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grace may abound, or makes void the law thro* 
feich, he can no longer believe, and grieves the 
fpirit of God, puts away a good confcience, and 
falls under condemnation. J3ut whilft we do not 
make Chrid the mmifter of iin, butdefire to ful« 
fil the perfefk law of liberty, and ftiH by faith 
lay Chfift only (exclufive of all other things) for 
the foundation, or expe£l falvation thro' -him 
alone, and ftand firm upon the fame, even in 
fpightof our falls and imperfe£Uons, our evidence 
will be ftronger and clearer j and if we continu- 
ally look to him for wifdom and ftrength, we 
fhall grow in grace, go on fteadily, and foon be 
rooted and eftaoliflied in the perfeSlove of God. 
Thefe, Sir, are the (entiments which have oc- 
curred to me, in meditating upon that portion of 
fcripture. If you will aflift and improve them, 
by giving me your*s, it will greatly oblige 
Your aflFe<aionate brother in Chrift, 

F— . G— . 

May J 1768. 
Dear Sir, 

THOUGH in my laft I faid a great deal of 
the true nature of faith, yet thinking I 
have not been explicit ci^ough on fo important a 
point, on which depends our prefent and eternal 
falvation, and confequently our prefent and future 
happinefs ; give me leave to explain it a little 
more fully, in a manner which I truft you will 
find confonant to the word of God : From which 
lihall endeavour to prove thAt we we. ^^"^^^^^ 
feith without the deeds oi Oci^Vw:^ %«^^.\is^^^^ 
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do not make void the law through faiA, bmt 
^abliOi it. 

What we may undcrftand by the law is ex- 
ceeding plain, whether we confider it as relating 
to every thing God ha^ commanded and prohibit- 
ed, or to the Decalogue, (the Ten Command- 
rocnts,) which includes the whole. Every com- 
mand and prohibition is fpirituat, and muft refer 
to the heart as well aslif^. This furely needs no 
proof; for certainlv, what he forbids to be done 
he requires (hould be abhorred and not inwardly 
indulged, asJbe him felf tells, « Whofoever (hall 
^' look at a woman to luft after her, has com- 
^« mitted adultery with her already in his heart j'* 
and fo St. JtJm concerning murder : And what 
he has commanded, we fhould undoubtedly love 
and treafure up in our hearts, as David did, who 
made it his nieditation day and night. The law 
tlicn regards not only the life, but every temper, 
thought, and the whole afFeSions, agreeable to 
the prophet's enquiry, ** How long (hall vain 
^* thoughts lodge within you ? '* And that injunc- 
tion, ** Cleanfe your hands, ye fmners ! and'pu- 
'* rify your hearts, ye double minded !" Or, the 
law may be reduced to thefe two particidars, 
the loving of God with all the heart, &c^ and 
our neighbour as ourfelves 5 for on thefe two 
hang all the law and the prophets. Now, if the 
law does thus extend itfelf to the thoughts and. 
difpofition of the heart, as well as to words and 
adtions, who then is innocent? None; but all 
have finned, and come Ihort of ^he glory of 
God. 

The Jaw, being brpken, arrefts every finner> 
fmd, us it ffcrc, takes bimbv Oa^ xYvxwk^ (SnYtn^f 
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*• Pay mc that which thou oweft, or I will caft 
^ thee into prifon 'till thou payeft the uttermoft 
" farthing." What fhall the finncr do in Aich 
a cafe ? indeed very many fhut th&ir ears^ and 
fight againft hifld) fiifle their conviAions, and 
harden their hearts, 'till they find him too drong 
for them, and will fhew them no mercy, by 
fulfilling all the threateninss denounced a«;ainll! 
them, and infliSing the penalty annex'd. Others 
fay, •* Have patience with me, and I will pay 
*^ thee all : I will repent, go to church and fa^ 
•* crament ; I will pray more, and do what good 
*' I can, and thejn I hope thou wilt be appeas'd." 
To which the law anfwers, .«* AH thefe thinga 
•* thou oughteft to do, but they will not fatisfy 
<» for what thou owcft ; if thou haft nothing 
•* better to offer, and doft not make immediate 
" fatisfadlion, 1 ftiall quickly, by the f\%ord of 
*< juftice, cut thee off as a cumberer of tht 
«« ground." Others again fay, " I truly abhor 
** myfelf and fin, and refolve to. live godly, and 
<* expc£l falvation only through Chrift j but I 
•* cannot believe that he will ihew me mercy 
*< 'till I am more humble, my heart more brok* 
•' en, and pray and weep a little more :" Or fome 
will fay, " I am not worthy :" But what fajrs 
the law, the avenger of blood that is at their 
heels with a drawn fword i ** For thy unwor- 
« thinefs thou wilt never be rejciSled, nor for 
*' thofe fins which have made thee unworthy, 
•* but for thy unbelief, whereby thougiveft God 
<< the lie, and difiionoureft his Son : And as for 
« you who ftay away in order to get a price of 
" your humilitv to bring with you ; know thU^ 
*' that you fliall be rejeftcd fot -^oux '^ox^vcv^^^ 
** and that you arc feck\n^ lo 12l\asS^ vk^ \^^ ^^"I 
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^ mands with fomething that will fall infinite- 
•* ly fhort, and in no wife avail. Your crying fin 
•* IS unbdief, which keeps you out of Chrift, 
** the city of refuge, out of whom mercy can be 
*' (hewn to none ; wherefore the longer you dif- 
«* believe, the more you provoke God ; and that 
** which you call humility^ is pride, and abonii- 
*• nable nn. It is therefore your wifdom to lay 
** afide all excufe, no mere to delay, but inftant- 
** ly to believe ; for *till then, I am in full force 
** againft you, and there is no mercy for you/' 

By this wie fee how the law is a fchoolmafter 
to bring us to Chrift : May we not then difcerh 
clearly that it is our duty as foon as we are con- 
vinced that we are loft, inftantly by faith to go 
to Chrift ? And that this is according to the will 
of God concerning fuch an one, and confiftent 
with his word, is plain, from the cafe of the 
trembling Jaylor, who no fooner aflccd the inte- 
refting queftion, ^' Sirs, what muft I do to be 
♦* faved !*' but he was anfwered, ** Believe on 
«< the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou flialt be faved ;" 
and if we cannot believe, to con^jJain to God of 
our unbelief, (the only hindrance to juftification,} 
lo plead his promifes, what Chrift has done and 
fufFered for us, to ftrive to believe, and pray 
for power fo to do \ feeing that by the deeds of 
the Uw, by our humility and fitnefs, no ftefh 
ihall be juftified, but by faith alone. Should we 
ftay ever fo long to bring fomething with us, 
we muft part with all before we can be accept- 
ed, * Faith (as a judicious author obfertes,) * is 
' imputed for righteoufnefs, not becaufe it car- 
f rieth any metk from us> but becaufe it appre- 
* iierids the eoodutfe ot Ciq^J \^ \\ loRt rfien 



better fimply to believe at firft, or keep crying 
fcr faith, 'till that bleffing is imparted ? Yet this 
fii no wife implies that we fhduld continue in' 
fin : No,: not at all ;. for fuch would lofc his coiiy 
viftiort, dcfires and prayer for faith, and be in 
danger of periflVing everlaftingly. Thut wc 
0iQuld believe, is an exprefs command, and the 

Srri^teft, as being the only means whereby the 
aw is to be eftablifhed ; therefore *till complied 
with, the law. muft condemn. " This is his 
"commandment, that we j[|iould . believe on the 
naqie of his Soft Jefus Chrift.'* i. j/i^iw, iii. 23* 
Is. it not a melancholy truth, thatafinner when 
cpnyinced of his loft condition, gfieves more up- 
on account of other fins, than that of not believ* 
ing in Jefus Chrift, and ftrives to be made holy^ 
and to bring fomething with him for bispardoa 
before he will believe I though he cannot be hot/ 
before he is juftified by faith, and thereby corpplies 
with that commandment juft now cited, of believing 
io Jefus Chrift* 

But after we have believed, andare the chil- 
dren of God, has the law ncT more demands up^ 
on us ? Yes, furely. It requires perfect obedi- 
ence, and condemns wherein foever we come 
{hort :. In this refpefifc it is always the fame. Is 
it pdiTible then for a believer to abide in the fa- 
vour of God, and retain his peace ? as he will 
almoft unavoidably fin as foon as he is juftifiedy 
in. thought, if not in word and deed. He moft 
affuredly will if he ftill exercifes faith ; for to that 
all things are poffible. There is no need at all for 
him to fall into doubts,, or under condemnation, 
as unbelief is the crying fin, and nothing ^ICic 
will fcparatc between God ^tvA x)^^^Q^^. K^ ^'^ 
T 2 ^"^^ 
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law requires more of thofe who are beft qualified 
to keep it, fo does it immediately take cogot* 
zance of the leaft deviation, even a rovii^ 
thought, and he who is alive to God, is fenfible 
of this ; for the law will accufe and not be ap- 
peared 'till ample /atisfa^on is made. But the 
mind of man being blinded by unbelief and 
pride, does not, 'till after fuSering feverely 
from the luft of it, fatisfy it, though it is in hi^ 
power inftantly to do it. Neither do men foon 
learn experience from what they have fuffered, 
but commit the fame folly again and again ; and 
moft do {o all their life^ for which reaibn they 
do not always go on fihoothly and rejoice ever- 
more. When the law arrefts them for any fin 
committed, or duty omitted, or they are exer- 
cifed with wanderings and. drynefs in prayer, 
thev think themfelves unworthy of any bleffing, 
ana through their unbelief, tmagine God is as 
changeable as thenrrfelves>and then very dexteronfly 
reafon themfelves out of a fenfe of Mb favour. All 
this fliews, that though they were juftified by 
faith, thev are now feeking to be juftified by the 
deeds of tne law. ' 

Thus they go on, ^till being greatly diftreff- 
ed and entangled, they are convinced of their 
error, and cohftrained to believe as at firff, ' Or 
they fay to the law, " 1 am fo (hut up in prayer, 
•* I feel fo much evil in my heart, 1 have yield- 
*^ ed fo much to it, have patience with me, 
*« *till I am truly humbled for thefe things, and 
«* find my foul a little more alive, and then I 
** hope to be more faithful :'* Yet all this while 
no notice is taken of their unbelief, no com- 
phiaing of that. Htteujon the law (everely 
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f;6ndenins» becaufe Chrift and faith are forgotten, 
and they arc fceking to fatisfy it by their own 
performances, and for that fcourges them fmart- 
ly» jencreafing the ftrfpes as they continue obf!i- 
flately faithlefs ;. and if ^hey perfi/lip not coning 
,to Chrift as they are, but wait to biing i'( me- 
thiog'witb them, it will drive, them to defpera- 
,tion, if not afterwards flay them. And this pridje 
of difbclieving the record God has givcit of his 
Son, and herefore rot o^ming imnicdiately to 
him when the law condemns, they call humility^ 
and the believing ihat their backflidings are heal- 
ed according to God's prom ife> they term pre- 
fumption ; whereas a believer (hould, whtn hi3 
confcience condemns him, apply inftantly by 
faith to the blood of fprinkling, and fay to the 
law, *« What juft demands haft thou againft me, 
** feeing Chrift not only atoned for thofe. fins 
** committed before my juftification, but for ^lU 
** thofe that fhould be committed afterwards; and 
** did you pot receive of the Lord's hand«, when 
!* he died on the tree, double for all my fins i 
** Go toChrift, my great High Prieft, if thou 
*' haft any farther demand againft me ; notwith- 
*' ftanding thou threateneft and fcourgeft me, I. 
*^ will abide by this, that Chrift died and gave. 
J* himfelf for me; and as I have no other refuge, 
^* Lwill bide me in bis bleeding fide, and claiir^ 
V him for rny Lord and God ; and thereS 
^*. fore thou flialt drag nie from him, whom % 
** will hold fait b.v faith, before thou ihalt bf% 
^' able to caft me mto prifon. It is true, I hava^ 
V:-|io .ot^cr righteoufnefs, nor atonement, no- 
V^ thing bcfide to depend upori, and I dcfire no- 
** thing morp j wherefore I do bell^M*:^ •ji.^^q^v^ 



,^ tollis promife) that he hath hoAtA my backflid- 
*^ ing) and doth xiot impute fin to me." 

This is the only way to pacify the law, to 
retain peace, and keep clear of guilt; but if once 
we begin to reafon, and do not inftantly exercife 
faith, we Ihall be brought low ; and after the 
like manner fhould we ad, even fhould we fall 
into wilful fin, if it is our grief; and this is well 
pleafing to God, bccaufe by this we prove that 
we do not feek his favour by ovr own work?, 
but by faith, and thereby honour bis fon. By 
doing {o, the foul ihall keep his ground, rife 
higher, be more ftrengthened, and God more 

florifiedj for « by faith ye ftand,'* faith St. 
^aul i and St. John to believers, ** If any man 
*^ fin, we have an advocate with the Father^ 
Jefus Chrift the righteous, and he is the propiti- 
ation for our iins.^ Tliis and nothing elfe will 
ouiet the law and our own confciences ; becaufe 
God is more honoured by our believing and fob- 
mitting to his righteoufnefs and method of falva- 
tion, than by our pretended humility, which 
doubts of his faithfulnefs and love, chufes a con- 
trary way to be accepted, and prefcribes for 
him $ therefore nothing fo greatly provokes him 
as unbelief, and will prevent us entering into 
kA, the kingdom of heaven. The law con- 
demns a feeker and believer more for unbelief 
tfcan any other fin, as being of a more aggravat- 
ing nature, and all others proceed from it. It is 
certain from God's word we fliall be damned for 
no other ; thnugh by loving the world, continii- 
ing in fin, and in the neeTe£t of the means of 
frace and good works^ ^luiI the exercife of faith. 
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whereby k is to be increafed*^ we ihall lofc bMh 
and a good confcience, and feparated from Chrift, 
or get into a dead, inactive, prefunrptuou^ An- 
tinomian faiih. 

> 
We are now to prove that we do not make 
void the law thro* faith, but eftablifh it. It has 
been already fhewn that 'till we believe and ane 
the children of God, we abide under his wrath. 
** He that believeth not the Son (hall not fee life, 
but the wrath of God abidethvon him," yohniiu 
26 ; confequently cannot keep the law, vi^ich 
runs thus, ** Thou flialt love the Lord thy God, 
with all thy heart, &c. and thy neighbour as thy 
felf,'* comprifing right affedions, holy tempers, 
purity of thought, every good word and work. 
And before we can love God we muft know rhat 
he has firft loved us ; but how (hall we know 
this? Only by faith, for ** He that belicveth 
bath evcrlafting life." " Being juftified by faith, 
we have peace with God.'* *' Ye are the chil- 
dren of God by faith in Chrift Jefus." I'his 
faith then woiks by love ; for thro' it, the Father's 
love is manifefted to me,* by the Holy Ghoft; 
fhedding it abroad in my heart, and by it I 
know that Chrift loved me, and gave himfelf 
for me, and this creates love in me, to the 
God of my falvation. fiefide, believing being 
the fii ft commandment, and that which enables 
us to keep all the reft, as unitmg us to Chrift^ 
we muft of neceiEty belive if we woukl keep the 
law. 

Faith knows nothing but die wifdom and pow* 
er of God, according to St. Paul^ ^^Vl\coSt'^ 
the wiitiom and power oi Gk>^ ^^ ^"^^^^I^^^^^ 
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believes, and therefore excludes our own ; Chrift 
.ftrengthening me by believing in him, and rely* 
-ing on him for ability/' ** I can do all things.** 
** Therefore in this fenfe, tho' I am weak I am 
ftrong." The true nature of faith is to look to 
God's word and hi^ Chrift 5 to try every thing by 
the former, and rely uport the latter for deliver- 
ance from the evils therein threatened, and for 
the fulfilment ofthofe promifes \ it fees Chrift in his 
ibfFerings, and how he lived whilft amongft the 
•children of men, and therefore is willing to fuf- 
fer with him, tread in his fteps who has left us an 
.example to copy after, and looks to him for grace 
foto doj that when he has finifhedhiscourfe, he 
might fay with his Lord, '•^ I have glorified thee 
.upon the earth, I have accompliflied the work 
thou gaveft me to do." It looks alfo to the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, as well as to 
words and actions, and condemns all that God 
cannot approve of, and regulates the .whole. It 
abhors fin, loves holinefs, detefts idlenefs, and 
like its author is continually going about doing 
all the good he can, lives peaceablyvvith all men, 
loves and ferv^s even Itis bitter enemies, ■ delights 
in felf-denial, ^nd glories in the crofs of Chrift. 

Unbelief operates quite differently, the t}s^^ 
ture ot it is diametrically oppofiie. It denies the 
willingnefs, mercy, and faithfulnefs, (if not the 
power) of God to fave j dift)elieves what he 
threatens and promifes, and credits what Satan 
fuggefts ; rejects falvation by' faith, and fceks it 
by works, if it feeks it at all j relies on its own 
wifdonij ftrengtli, goodnefs and woithinefs, but 
has no dependence on C\\nft^orany thing; from 
k fprings all pride,, fe\i-y^VA^ >^v^^uvv^^> vkv^^^^ 
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ttencC) difcontent, imirmurings, hard judging of 
God, bhrphemy, evil furmifes, tormenting fears, 
anxious cares, jfbolifli deiires, cverv evil thought, 
word and work; for it abafes Chrift, exalts itTctf, 
is big with prefumption, and at laft terminates In 
eternal defpair, fbuts them out of heaven, and 
fecures them in hell; and tho' in believers it Is 
greatly weakened, yet it ihews itfelf whilft it 
remains, in almoft ailthefe particulars at different 
times, fo that they often fear they fliall periib> 
after all that God has done for theoi. 

Now faith binds the ftrong man armed, an* 
belief, and cafls him out ; fpoils all his goods, 
fclf-rtghteoufnefs, felf-wil!, felf- confidence, fclf- 
fufiiciency, fclf- indulgence, evil reafonings, &c. 
and fets Chrift on the throne, and makes Htm all 
in alL Wherefore faith ftriSly watcbes^ cfver 
every motion of the heart, and obferves the fiffl 
rifing of fin and inflantly looks toChrifl, whereby 
it i» kept down ; or if thro' fome means it fiiould 
prevail, iincereiy acknowledges the fin, and in- 
flantly applies the promifes ; and fo refling on the 
immutability of them and Jefus Chrifl, goes on 
his way chearfully with a firm perfuafion that all 
is forgiven, and that the Lord will increafe his 
faith, and thereby deflroy all fin, without perpJex- 
ifig and weakening himfelf with reafoning about 
the matter, and iS^ying 'till he finds a greater de- 
gree of fbrrow and rcmorfe ; and inftead of cry- 
ing out againft the evil yielded to, exclaims a- 
frainft his unbelief as the caufe of his departing 
rom the living God ; is fathfied that Gnd loves 
him, and therefore wjII give him more itrength^ 
and fave him to the uttcrmoft from unbelieC. 
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Faith is not ftartled at oppofitioriy nor terri- 
fied when every thing makes againft it, tho* blind 
reafon and unbelief can fee no way to efcape, 
being inclofed as ihe IJraelites with mountains of 
difficulties on each hand, a ica of affliction before 
them, and Satan's huge hofls behind ; for faith 
bjr fome means will find a paffage thro* by divid- 
ing the fca, or levelling the mountains, (which 
our Lord tells us that even a grain of it can ef- 

- ftGt) or by a " ftedfaft refiftance caufing the de- 
vil with hislv^ to flee from him^ ; or if it pleafe 
God not to deliver after this fort, he will do it 
after a better, by death, which /hall releafe his 
foul (rom its prifon of clay, when upon, the wings 
of faith and lovd it (hall fly to God, take pof- 

. feflion of an incorruptible inheritance, where the 
wicked ceafe from troubling, and the weary are 
for ever at reft, and faith fhall be improved to 

..fight. 

If it fhould be faid, if faith does fuch miehty 
^Ohincs,^ how is it that thofe who are the children 
of God by believing are overcome by fin ? I an- 
fwer, whereinfoever they are overcome it is thro* 
unbelief, and their not exercifing the fhield of 
faith ; for when faith doth not operate, unbelief 
prevails, and cither the one or the other influen- 
ces ; which is the caufe why they arc fometimes 
happy, ftrong, lively) and full of zeal, and by 
and by, wretched, weak, and juft ready to give 
up all. W hercfore in order to prevent the doubt- 
ing of their acceptance and giving way to fin, I 
have endeavoured to (hew the dangerous confe- 
quences of unbelief, and would urge them to 
pray mii watch againft that more than any other 

evil,. 
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evil, and never to lay afide their armour when' 
they fliould ufe it ; to cry conftantly for the in- 
creafe of faith, as that alone will keep them 
fteady, even, comfortable, and growing. If you 
imagine I have afcribed too much to it, oxamino 
yourbibks, there you will find what Abraham had 
to believe againft when he was fo ftrong in faith 
as to give glory to God \ and there you will be 
informed, that by it we overcome the world, 
purify our hearts, quench the fiery darts of the 
wicked one ; that all things are poflibl^ to him 
who believes : If ye will not believe, ye fhall not 
be cftabliflied, and if ye believe not, yet he is 
faithful, -and cannot deny himfelf ; and therefore 
if we are not faved, delivered from dangers^ or 
comforted '^and fupported under temptations, it is 
becaufe we believe not, and not becaufe he is not 
faithful to his piomifes. Wherefore by daring 
to believe when every thing is againft us, (in rif-^ 
ing up in the heart as mountains, the devil cpm«* 
ing iii as a Hood, and fin yielded to, we not on- 
Jy bring great glory to God and honour the Son, 
but confequcntly our faith and every other grace, 
xvill be increafed thereby, and we fhall be 
ftrengthened, fettled, eftablifhed. Hereby we 
eome awiiy from all things to Chrift, and make 
him our Aire friend, and reft fully upon the ve- 
racity of God, and {hew that we really feek fal- 
vation in, and help only from him thro' Chrift j 
that we have an unflaaken confidence in his good- 
nefs and faithfulnefs, which is more pleafing to 
him than any thing whatfoever : And, ^' thefc 
that thus honour him be will honour." For 
iwhich reafon we ought always to rejoyce when 
we fall under the moft grievous t<»vci^ViXv^'w^\^^-- 
caufe then we have tV\^ axc^xaft. o^^^^v>^^^n .^^ 
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honouring God, by fteadfafUy beNeving and coa* 
fiding in him. 

Wb will yet coniider faith in another view» 
fho* we have already done it very particularly, 
that it may more clearly appear, that we do not 
make void the law thro' faith, but efiabli/h it» 
and that without it the precepts thereof can ne- 
ver be obeyed. It has already been obferved, 
that the ifirft thing required of every one who 
wonfd keep the law, is, that they believe on him 
whom God has fent. This is really fo, notwith- 
ftanding loving God with all the' heart, &c. is 
faid by our Lord to be the firft commandment ; 
becaufe we cannot do the latter without doing the 
former, as faith works by love ; none then can 
love before they believe. Faith is as a lion, un- 
daunted, fearing nothing but the difpieafure of 
God. It is as a lamb, meek and gentle, is at en- 
mity with nothing but fin, and ^at it perfe<9Iy 
abhors and will totally deftroy, if fuflFered ^o in- 
fluence the heart. It is as a ferpent, wife, for it 
makes Chrift his wifdom. It is all love, recon- 
ciling us to our moft inveterate enemy. It is full 
of zeal, abounding in good works, conftraining 
us cdnftantly like the author of it, to do all the 
good we can, giving us a willingnefs to fufFer for 
our neighbour, if he might in any wife be bene- 
fited thereby. It rejoices evermore, prays with-* 
out ceafing, in every thing gives thanks, becaufe 
It is perfectly refigned to the will of God, and 
dependent upon Jefus Chrift. It perplexes not 
itfelf how to perform this duty, or fuffer that 
temptation or afflid^ion ; being perfuaded that 
God will give fuf&cvency of grace for what he 
iball call us to, and aito ^^tdota ^>m*. ^-iil be 



wrong if humbly acknowledged, wi(h confidence 
in his mercy and fatthfulners. So b]r faith ^^ we 
endure all things as feeing him who is invifiUty** 
and live whdly to God in all circumftances, at 
all times, by a conftant dependence upon Chrift 
snd the promifes. If thefe thinn I have inti- 
mated are not implied in livine by faitht what 
conM the prophet Habmikuk and die apoftle Paul 
mean, by, «< The juft (hall live by faith.''? That 
you may be convinced I have not gone too far in 
my defoription of the nature of it, read the 3d, 
4th, and 5th chiip. of Hie epiftle to the Rdmanr^ 
the 3d, 4tb, and nth diap* of the epiftle to the 
Hehrgwsi if thefewill not be convincing enough, 
go thro' the whole bible, efpecially the hew tef- 
tament, and you will furefy then acknowledge 
the truth of ic Befides, I would appeal to every 
feeker, whether they do not find when they have 
a confidence in God, and in a meafure renounce 
themfelves, they go not on more connfortabty, more 
fteadily, and are more diligent in the means. 
And to all believers when they are ftrongefl 
in faith and exercife it, if they do not deli|ht morlEt 
in the will of God, fuffer with greater chearful<^ 
nefs, rejoice in tribulation ; and their peace, aiid 
joy, and love, be not as a river^ and if they do 
not find all things poffible. I would alfo alk both 
feekers and believers, whether they ever trufled 
in the Lord and were confounded, or if they ever 
(ought him in vain. Were there more faith a- 
mongfl profeffors, there would be more zeal and 
love amonp'ft them, lefs of trifling, evil fpeaking, 
and unprofitable talk. 

Another rcafon why faith ^jerfottta ^<f> ^^"j^c 
things, and that we caimeit- taa^^^ n^v^ ^^\t^« 



thro* it, 189 that it is an union with Jefus Chrift, 
'Whereby we derive all that he is. In order to 
make it clear how neceflary this union is, or that 
if it is commenced that it Ihould be increafing, 
'till the Toul is intirely difengaged from all below, 
and wholly united to him, I fhall endeavour to 
Ihew (believing few chriftians make any dif- 
tindiop) the difference between Chrift, a pro- 
phet, prieft, and king, and Chrift made to us 
wifdom, righteoufnefs, fandiiication and redemp- 
tion. Chrift being our prophet, prieft and king, 
implies only an outward relation ; but made to us 
wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan<%fiqation, and redemp- 
tion, an inward. As a prophet, he teaches us 
our duty by his word, fpirit, providence, fer- 
vants, and judgments; but though men are 
taught, yet they turn not to God, and cannot, 
'till Chrift is made to them wifdom : When they 
become wife to embrace the truths that are re- 
vealed to them, and to walk according to the light 
they have received, he is called our wifdom, 
becaufe he makes us wife unto falvation. As a 
prieft, he has offered the facrifice, and has done 
all the law required to make full fatisfadion 
for the fins of the whole world, and procure par- 
don and righteoufnefs for finners. He has enter'^d 
into the holy of holies, the kingdom of God, 
and there ever liveth to make intercejjion for us ; 
yet how few receive the remiilion of their fins ! 
and wherefore ? they receive not Chrift made to 
them righteoufnefs by an application of himfelf : 
For we are only riehteous, by being in him the 
Lord our rlghteoujnefs^ as Jeremiah calls him 5 
and if we were counted righteous any other way, 
than by being joined to him ; it wou'd be great 
impropriety to call him our righteoufnefsi Where- 
fore 
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fore to be }uftif\ed by faith, muft mean to be juf- 
tified by being joined to Chrift, who is our righ^ 
teoufnefi ; by virtue of which union, his righte- 
oufnefs is imputed to us: Being in Chrift the 
righteous, we muft of courfe be righteous too, 
and therefore we are acquitted, as Toon as this 
union takes place : To fuppofe we may be righ- 
teous without this, is, to fuppofe we may be 
righteous out of Chrift, which cannot be. As a 
king, he has given us laws, with fevere threaten- 
ings and encouraging promifes annex'd, in or- 
der that all his fubjed^s (that is, all mankind 
throughout the world) fhould punctually oblerve 
them ; but 'till he is made to us fandification, we 
have no power fo to do : But then power is im- 
mediately communicated to us, when we are 
United to him, who is our fanSification. Where- 
fore fanSification begins as foon as we are jufti- 
fied ; for as I obferved before, that which is the 
caufe of the one, is alfo the caufe of the other* 
But above all, Chrift is made to us redemption, 
implying a deliverance from all outward evil, as 
the grave, hell, &c. and a freedom from ail 
inward evil, as fm, and whatfoever proceeds 
therefrom, as fears, cares, &c. And the latter 
may be accompliflied, as I have already fhewed, 
in this life. Reader, let me- now befeech you lo 
meditate upon thefe words; Chrift made to us 
wifdom, righteoufnefs, fandtification, and re- 
demption. O I reft not 'till you have an intereft 
in them all; for they are comfortable words, and 
full of matter. Yet, obferve, they are not to 
be fo undcrftood as to fet Chrift* afide, in his pro- 
phetic, prieftly, or kingly office ; for we ftiall 
ever want him in every refpedl the new teftament 
fets him forth to us. And he is then truly our 

^roi^Visx^ 
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prophet, when he is all our wifdom ; and bur 
prieft, when he is all our righteoufnefs ; nor can 
we honour him truly as our king, *till he is our 
fan£tification and redemption. 

Now it is plain, that this is notan Antinomian 
faith, but found eofpel faich» The one loves 
and countenances fin, renounces duties, defpifes 
the crofs and felf-denial, is averfe to hdinefii 
and purity ; dead, inactive, affeding neither the 
heart nor life : The other you fee is the rererfe 
to all this, aiid diametrically oppofite thereto. 
Wherefore none who delight in fin, are not 
refolved through grace to be unrcfervcdly de- 
voted to God, (hould meddle with the(e things, 
the mercies, goodnefs, love, and promifes of 
God, for they have neither part nor lot in them ; 
but they fhould apply to themfelves all the threat- 
nings, take a view of the torments of the damn- 
ed, confider of the majefly, power, juftice, and 
feverity of that God, whom they have highly 
provoked ; and of his faithfulnefs to fulfil all that 
he has denounced againfi them ; that if by any 
means they are brought to timely repentance, and 
convinced of their want of Jefus, they may wafli 
themfelves in the fountain opened for fin and 
uncleannefs, and be faved* 

That you may be brought to experience all 
the faving power and efficacy of that faith which 
1 have been endeavouring to explain, is the fer- 
vent prayer of, 
My DEAR Friend, 
Your very affedlonatc brother in the Lord, 

F— . G— . 

F J N I S. 
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